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Metro Pacific Tollways Corp. announces new 
leadership for key business units	 Pangi l inan- led 

Metro Pacific Tollways 
Corporation (MPTC) to-
day announced a strate-
gic leadership change to 
strengthen its focus on 
operational excellence 
and robust financial man-
agement. Effective im-
mediately, the new set 
of officers — NLEX Corp 
Chief Finance Officer Ma. 
Teresa O. Wells, Metro 
Pacific Tollways South 
(MPT South) Vice-Presi-
dent for Finance Elnora D. 
Rumawak, and Metro Pa-
cific Tollways Mobility Cor-
poration (MPT Mobility) 
Vice-President for Finance 
Angel L. Carbo — will as-
sume leadership of their 
respective business units 
as Officers-in-Charge. 
They will oversee the com-
panies’ financial strategy, 
guide fiscal priorities and 
lead various critical initia-
tives.   

	 After decades of 
dedicated service, NLEX 
Corp. President and Gen-
eral Manager J. Luigi Bau-
tista, MPT South President 
and General Manager 
Raul L. Ignacio, MPT Mo-
bility President and Gener-
al Manager Roberto "Bob-
by" V. Bontia, and MPTC 
Chief Human Resources 
Officer Baby Lea M. Wong 
have announced their re-
tirement.   
	 This manage-
ment realignment follows 
closely on the heels of 
MPTC’s newly appoint-
ed President and Chief 
Operating Officer, Arrey 
A. Perez, to ensure the 
seamless execution of op-
erational initiatives.   
	 “The decision to 
elevate financial leader-
ship at this juncture re-

flects our direction to en-
sure the subsidiaries are 
positioned for continued 
growth and aligning them 
with MPTC’s broader 

goals, as we work to de-
liver 5-star service to our 
motorists,” said Perez.   
	 To support Perez 
at the Group level, MPTC 

management has brought 
in Luis S. Renon as its 
new Chief Finance Officer, 
leveraging his expertise to 
enhance the company’s 

EK gifts Filipinos with Timeless Magic 
of Christmas 

	 Celebrating its 
29th year anniversary, 
experience the timeless 
magic of the holidays 
with a grand spectacle of 
music, harmony of lights, 
unlimited rides and EKcit-
ing attractions only at En-
chanted Kingdom — the 
first and only world class 
theme park in the Philip-
pines!

	 Timeless Magic 
of Christmas 
	 On November 
23, Saturday, witness the 
grand kickoff of the holi-
day festivities here at EK 
with our Timeless Magic of 
Christmas event. 
	 Get into the fes-
tive mood and join Eldar 
the Wizard and friends 
across the Park’s themed 

zones during the vibrant 
Eldar’s Moonlight Parade. 
Dance under the melody 
of dazzling lights and fes-
tive holiday music at the 
Eldar’s Brooklyn Sympho-
ny. Be enchanted by the 
lighting ceremony of the 
unique Enchanted Christ-
mas Tree, adorned with 
the sparkling EK Story-
book Characters decors. 

Sing along to classic Fil-
ipino Christmas songs 
playing at EK’s 22-foot 
Grand Parol, created by 
renowned Pampanga lan-
tern maker Eric Bondoc 
Quiwa.
	 Groove with 
powerhouse dance crew 
G-Force, and don’t miss 
out world-class Filipino 
music talent with the in-
ternationally-renowned De 
La Salle Santiago Zobel 
(DLSZ) Rondalla as they 
serenade us with their en-
chanting performance of 
Christmas carols. 
	 EK’s homegrown 
talents, SMS, Victoria’s 
Way and the Kingsmen, 
will also be there to spread 
the magic through a se-
ries of spectacular musical 
performances.
	 And finally, to cap 
off the night, create more 
lasting memories with the 
Timeless Magic Fireworks 
Show to the tune of EK’s 
29th anniversary theme 
song composed and sung 
by our very own P-Pop girl 
group SMS.
	 Homegrown EK 
Talents and Weekend Car-
ols
	 This December, 
embrace the magical spir-
it of the holidays with our 
Christmas shows.
	 EK is set to 
showcase our homegrown 

talents through the play A 
Very Timeless Christmas 
featuring Eldar the Wizard, 
Princess Victoria, Princess 
Madeline, and SMS. Victo-
ria's Way and The Kings-
men, together with SMS, 
will serenade guests with 
Christmas Songs at EK’s 
bandstand. Also, watch 
out for the Christmastime 
Parade and enchanting 
live carols every weekend 
this December!
	 A Merrier Time-
less Christmas EKsperi-
ence
	 Christmas is 
made even more merry 
here at EK!
	 Give in to your 
holiday cravings at EK’s 
Food Fiesta Bazaar lo-
cated at the Eldar’s Vil-
lage. Enjoy an array of 
Filipino and Korean street 
foods, fresh fruits, juices, 
hot meals, and delectable 
snacks. 
	 Stay tuned for 
our upcoming holiday food 
offerings this December! 
EK is working our magic in 
creating a delightful selec-
tion of seasonal treats to 
make your EK adventure 
extra special. 
	 Eldar the Wizard 
continues to bring en-
chantment in the sky with 

the Timeless Magic Fire-
works Show on all Satur-
days of 2024. This special 
display of lights gives a 
spectacular twist to one 
of EK’s traditions, the Sky 
Wizardry Fireworks Show, 
which will still illuminate 
the night sky during all of 
the Park’s open days ex-
cept Saturdays.
	 And lastly, don’t 
forget to feel the magic of 
love with your family and 
loved ones at EK’s 4D mo-
tion stimulator Rialto - with 
its new featured film Hap-
py Family: Next Level. 
	 So save the date 
for your next EK getaway 
as we open six days a 
week starting December 3 
to 15. We will also be open 
every day starting Decem-
ber 16 until the first week 
of January.
	 For more infor-
mation about this celebra-
tion, available promotional 
offerings and more of EK’s 
timeless magic, visit our 
Press Room at https://
www.enchantedking-
dom.ph/ek-press-room/ 
and EK’s official social 
media accounts @en-
chantedkingdom.ph for 
Facebook and Tiktok, and 
@ek_philippines for Twit-
ter and Instagram.

fiscal position. Renon pre-
viously served as Senior 
Vice President for MVP-
owned PLDT where he led 
its internal audit division.   

	 Senator Alan Pe-
ter Cayetano on Wednes-
day reiterated his call for 
providing direct, sustain-
able financial aid to Fil-
ipino families, aiming to 
close gaps in the current 
targeted assistance sys-
tem.
	 During the first 
day of plenary debates on 
the proposed 2025 budget 
with the Development Bud-

get Coordination Commit-
tee  (DBCC) on November 
6, 2024, Cayetano pointed 
to the effectiveness of pro-
viding P10,000 per family, 
a strategy he used during 
the pandemic to provide 
relief.
	 “As you know, 
I've personally advocated 
P10,000 per Filipino fami-
ly. We did that during the 
pandemic. Towards 2021, 

I personally felt na kailan-
gan ng additional ayuda,” 
he said. 
	 “So theoretical-
ly, we can actually give 
P10,000 per family. In fact, 
we can give 20 [thousand 
pesos] if it's P500 billion 

PAG-AKAP NG OFW PARTYLIST IPINADAMA 
SA MGA TRISIKEL DRIVER SA 
BAYAN NG NAGCARLAN 

and we have 27 [million 
families],” he added.
	 The discussion 
followed the statement of 
Senator Grace Poe, as 
the Chairperson of the 
Committee on Finance, 
highlighting the allocation 

of P591 billion in the 2025 
budget for ayuda or aid.
	 Cayetano noted, 
however, that the gov-
ernment’s preference is 
for targeted assistance, 
which he said benefits 
mainly those with the right 

connections or those living 
near government offices.
	 “The answer last 
year is we'd rather have 
it targeted. Ang problema 
sa targeted, if you do not 
have the right padrino, the 

	 LAGUNA-  Pina-
ngunahan ni Ma Ark/Inh 
Elmor Vitangcol Vita sa 
pamamagitan ng tangga-
pan ng MSWD ang pam-
amahagi ng Ayuda sa 
Kapos ang Kita Program o 
(AKAP) hatid ito ng OFW 
Partylist sa mga piling 
tricycle driver ng bawat 
TODA ng bayan ito ka-
hapon, ika-19 ng Nobyem-
bre 2024. 
	 Ayon kay Mayor 
Vita nagpapasalamat  ito 

sa OFW Partylist Rep-
resentative Kgg. Maris-
sa “Del Mar” Magsino 
sa laging pagsuporta at 
pagbibigay nito ng tulong 
sa mga kapos sa kita at 
pangkabuhayan.
	 Umabot naman 
ng  mahigit 594 na piling 
mga tricycle drivers ng 
ibat-ibang TODA  Na na-
katangap  ng halagang 
Php. 3,000.00 bawat isa 
kahapon 
	 Ang Ayuda sa 

Kapos ang Kita Program 
AKAP ay isang bagong 
programa ng DSWD na 
layong mabigyan ng tu-
long ang mga Pilipinong 

kumikita ng minimum 
wage, na mahihirap natin 
mga mamamayan.
	 (Kevin Pamat-
mat)

Earthquake Drill, 
Isinagawa ng iba’t-ibang 

Ahensya sa Hacienda 
YP Elementary School, 

Aguas, Rizal

cont. on page 03
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Editoryal
PILIPINAS NAKARANAS NG 

ANIM (6 ) NA BAGYO SA LOOB 
NG ISANG BUWAN 

	 Ang ating bansa ay nakaranas ng hindi 
pangkaraniwan at sunud-sunod na bagyo. Ngunit 
hindi ito bihirang mangyari sa atin. Pasalamat na 
lang tayo at walang mga bagyong namumuo sa 
Pacific Ocean sa mga oras na ito.
	 Si Pepito ang ikaanim na bagyong tuma-
ma sa bansa sa loob ng isang buwan. Nagdala 
ito ng malakas na hangin habang delubyo naman 
ang dala ng nakaraang Supertyphoon Kristine
	 Sa ngayon ang bagyong Pepito ay na-
kalabas na sa Philippine Area of Responsibility 
ngunit nagdulot nang malawak na pinsala sa mal-
aking bahagi ng Catanduanes at Central Luzon. 
Nakamit nito ang Category 5 Super typhoon na 
klasipikasyon bago rumagasa sa bansa.
	 Pinakagrabeng tinamaan ang Catan-
duanes dahil nasa buong lakas pa ang bagyo. 
Karaniwang humihina ang mga bagyo pagkata-
pos mag-landfall, salamat sa malalaking bulubun-
dukin. Ang Vietnam at China ay nagpapasalamat 
sa mga likas na hadlang na ito.
	 Umakyat na sa walo ang bilang ng mga 
namatay—isa sa Camarines Norte, at pito sa 
landslide sa Nueva Vizcaya. Tatlo rin ang nasuga-
tan.
	 Isang malajing pagpapasalamat natin 
sa Diyos na hindi mas mataas ang bilang ng mga 
namatay sa bagyo. Gayunpaman, laganap at ma-
lawak ang pagkasira na dulot ni Pepito. Ang mga 
bahay na ginawa gamit ang magaan na matery-
ales ay natangay ng hangin. Natumba ang mga 
puno at poste ng kuryente na parang mga tooth-
pick.
	 Bagamat maaaring matatagalan pa 
bago maibalik ang kuryente sa Catanduanes. 
Panahon na siguro para maglagay ng mga linya 
ng kuryente sa ilalim ng lupa kung saan hindi ito 
maaapektuhan ng mga bagyo, lalo na sa mga lu-
gar na madalas tamaan.
	 Ang U.S. nangako ng isang $1-milyon at 
higit sa lahat, ipinagamit ang mga kagamitan nito 
para maghatid ng tone-toneladang relief items sa 
mga biktima. Ang kanilang mga helicopter, barko, 
at mga sasakyang pang-inhinyero ay makatutu-
long nang malaki sa pagsisikap na ito.
	 Samantala, patuloy ang pagkalap at 
pagdala ng ayuda sa mga apektado. Hindi ako 
magtataka kung ang calamity funds ay maaaring 
ubos na pagkatapos ng lahat ng bagyong du-
maan.
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Mayor Roseller Rizal Leads Inspiring ALAY LAKAD 2024 
with a Call to Action for Youth Development

	 Calamba City, 
Laguna – A spirit of unity 
and purpose filled the air 
as Calambeños joined 
Mayor Roseller "Ross" H. 
Rizal for Alay Lakad 2024, 
held today with the theme 
“Lakad para sa Kabataan 
ng Bagong Pilipinas.”
	 The walk began 
at the City Plaza and cul-
minated at the Jose Rizal 
Coliseum, symbolizing a 
collective commitment to 
uplifting the future of the 
youth. In his speech, May-
or Rizal emphasized the 
importance of this annual 
tradition, highlighting the 
role of every step taken in 
building a brighter tomor-
row for the younger gener-
ation.

	 "Ang bawat hak-
bang na ating ginawa 
ngayong umaga ay sim-
bolo ng ating pangako 
na itaguyod ang kanilang 
kinabukasan! Ito ay pa-
tunay ng ating pagkakai-
sa at kooperasyon tungo 
sa isang makabuluhang 
layunin – ang mapabuti 
ang buhay ng ating mga 
kabataan!" he stated pas-
sionately.
	 Mayor Rizal 
urged the community to 
strengthen its collective 
efforts to ensure the wel-
fare and success of the 
Kabataang Calambeño. 
“Sama-sama tayong mag-
tutulungan para sa ika-
bubuti ng lahat ng Kabata-
ang Calambeño at para 

sa kinabukasan ng ating 
bayan! Sulong tayo para 
sa tunay na pagbabago na 
ramdam ng Calambeño!”
	 He concluded 
his message by thanking 
everyone for their support 
and participation, encour-
aging all to continue fos-
tering values of faith and 
patriotism. “Isang makaDi-
yos at makaRizal na Alay 
Lakad 2024 sa ating la-
hat!”
	 The Alay Lakad 
program continues to 
stand as a beacon of hope 
and an enduring testa-
ment to the Calambeño 
spirit of unity, service, and 
dedication to the youth.
(Edjun Mariposque) 
(Nelson Dimapilis)

Earthquake Drill...
	 AGUAS, RIZAL, 
Occidental Mindoro | Upa-
ng ihanda ang mga mama-
mayan partikular ang mga 
estudyante sa panahon 
ng sakuna tulad ng lindol, 
idinaos ang isang earth-
quake drill sa paaralan ng 
Hacienda Yap, Elementary 
School, Brgy Aguas, Rizal, 
Occidental Mindoro, ka-
hapon  ika 14 ng Nobyem-
bre taong kasalukuyan.
	 Katuwang ang 
ibat-ibang ahensya ng 
gobyerno ang Bureau of 
Fire Protection, Munici-
pal Police Station- Rizal, 
Municipal Disaster Risk 
Reduction Office (MDRR-
MO)- Rizal, Barangay 
Local Gov’t Unit, DepEd 
Teacher at kasundalu-
han mula sa 68th Infan-
try (Kaagapay) Battal-
ion(68IB)ay ipinakita ang 
sunod- sunod na proseso 
sa pagsasagawa ng drill.
	 Bago ang nasa-
bing drill ay nagkaroon 
muna ng “table-top exer-

cise” ang mga nakilahok 
na ahensya sa pangun-
guna ng MDRRMO- Rizal 
at nagbigay ng briefing sa 
mga nabanggit na ahen-
sya at mga guro.
	 Sa unang alarma 
organisadong naisagawa 
ng mga estudyante at guro 
ang katuruang  “Duck, 
Cover and Hold”, at sa 
pangalawang alarma ay 
organisadong naglabasan 
ang mga estudyante 
habang may nakaprotek-
tang kwaderno sa kanil-
ang mga ulo.
	 Ang layunin ng 
earthquake drill sa mga 
paaralan ay upang sanay-
in ang mga estudyante at 
guro sa tamang hakbang 
na dapat gawin  upang 
makaiwas sa panganib, 
maging handa sa anu-
mang senaryo, at matu-
tunan ang kahalagahan ng 
pagtutulungan at maayos 
na komunikasyon sa oras 
ng sakuna.
       (Nelson Dimapilis)

Highway Patrol Group CALABARZON Arrested  
One (1)  Suspect and recovered one (1) MC Honda 

ADV with Plate Number N563AE 
	 Regional High-
way Patrol Unit 4A under 
the supervision of PCOL-
ROMMEL C ESTOLANO, 
Regional Chief success-
fully carried out Entrap-
ment Operation that re-
sulted in the arrest of 
Renan Dinero y Gamier, 
male, 39 y/o, (DOB: Sep-
tember 13, 1985/Kawit, 
Cavite), with Live-in part-
ner, of Quality Assurance 
Home Credit, and residing 
at no. 889 A Batong Dalig, 
Kawit, Cavite and im-
pounded one (1) MC Hon-
da ADV White with plate 
number N563AE, engine 
number KF51E7127410, 
chassis number MH-
1 K F 5 1 7 8 P K 1 2 7 3 1 4 , 
MV file number 
130324002985761, model 
2024, registered to John 
Darrell Hermosa Maranan 
of  B9 L25 Ph2 Micara Es-
tates, Sahud Ulan Park-
lane Santiago, Gen Trias 
Cavite
	 On November 
21, 2024/at 1:00 PM at 
SM City Bacoor, Brgy Ha-
bay II, Bacoor City, PHPT 
Cavite Personnel led by 
PLT NOEL PELINA   under 
direct supervision of PCPT 
ALDINE F MORENO, OIC 
PHPT-Cavite thru the 
leadership of PMAJ GE-
GEON P MERZA, Provin-
cial Officer, PHPT-Cavite.  
conducted an entrap-
ment operation against 
the above suspect. On 
November 20, 2024, Mr. 
Franchesco Resurreccion 
Pendo appeared at PHPT 
Cavite office to seek assis-
tance regarding the on line 
selling of an MC through 
Facebook Marketplace. 
Allegedly, the suspect 
with a Facebook account 
named “Chris Topher” who 
recently victimized the lat-

ter by selling a motorcycle 
with spurious documents, 
is now again offering an-
other motorcycle with 
suspected spurious docu-
ments. Hence, the victim 
requested assistance in 
this office to authenticate 
the pertinent documents 
that were presented to him 
by the suspect. 
	 Upon receiv-
ing confirmation from the 
Land Transportation Of-
fice that the documents 
presented by the suspects 
were found fraudulent, op-
eratives from the PHPT-
Cavite, in coordination with 
the Intelligence Section of 
the RHPU4A, pre-arrange 
an entrapment operation 
against the suspect, RE-
NAN DINERO, involved 
in the sale of a motorcycle 
with spurious documents.
 	 Subsequent l y, 
on November 21, 2024, at 
about 12:30 PM, the oper-
ating team pre-positioned 
at the agreed location 
together with the poseur 
buyer. Consequently, at 
about 1:00 PM of the same 
date the suspect arrived at 
the scene on board the 
subject motorcycle. When 
the poseur buyer con-
firmed that the suspect 
received the marked mon-
ey, he immediately sig-
naled the operating team. 
In that instance, the team 
approached the suspect 
which affected the arrest.
	 The accused 
was informed of his con-
stitutional rights (Miranda 
Doctrine) and Anti-Torture 
Law. Further, the opera-
tion was conducted using 
an Alternative Recording 
Device.
	 The arrested 
suspect and the pieces 
of evidence (Motorcycle 
and its spurious docu-

ments, marked money) 
were brought to the office 
of PHPT-Cavite for docu-
mentation and proper dis-
position.
	 The outstand-
ing accomplishment of 
RHPU4A is the result of in-
tensified Anti-Carnapping 
Operations of the High-

way Patrol Group under 
the leadership of PBGEN 
WILLIAM  M SEGUN, in 
line with the CPNP's Ag-
gressive Law Enforcement 
operations against car-
napping, highway robbery, 
and other forms of crimi-
nality along the highway.
(HPG 4 A PR)

DTI Rizal Joins in Strengthening Kadiwa 
ng Pangulo Program in Antipolo

	 November 7, 
2024, ANTIPOLO CITY 
- Key government agen-
cies convened today in a 
collaborative meeting to 
enhance the Kadiwa ng 
Pangulo (KNP) program 
implementation in Antipolo 
City. The inter-agency co-
ordination aims to ensure 
the program's success in 
providing accessible and 
affordable basic commod-
ities to consumers.
	 Representatives 
from the Department of 
Agriculture (DA), Depart-

ment of the Interior and 
Local Government (DILG), 
Department of Trade and 
Industry (DTI), Depart-
ment of Labor and Em-
ployment (DOLE), and the 
Local Government Unit of 
Antipolo City participated 
in the strategic planning 
session. During the meet-
ing, the agencies estab-
lished clear roles and 
responsibilities to ensure 
smooth program imple-
mentation.
	 The Kadiwa 
ng Pangulo program is 
scheduled to be imple-

mented in Antipolo City 
on November 20, Decem-
ber 4, and December 18, 
2024. Residents can look 
forward to a diverse selec-
tion of products as the pro-
gram will feature autho-
rized sellers offering both 
food and non-food items. 
	 This initiative is 
designed to create direct 
market linkages between 
producers and consum-
ers, effectively reducing 
prices of essential goods 
while ensuring fair returns 
for local farmers and pro-
ducers. 

From Page  1
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Chavit Singson planong 
dalhin sa Maynila ang 

Electric PUVs
	 Si  Luis “Manong Chavit” Singson ay 
isa sa mga  senatorial candidate na tatakbo 
ngayong darating na Halalan 2025. Ang pla-
no niya na solusyunan ang modernisasyon ng 
transportasyon sa Maynila ay agarang sinang-
ayunan naman ni dating Manila Mayor Francis-
co “Isko Moreno” Domagoso.
	 Kamakailan ay nagpahayag  si Chavit 
ng kanyang plataporma para sa modernization 
ng public transportation sa siyudad sa harap 
ng daan-daang mga senior citizens na nagti-
pon sa SM Manila.
	 Sinabi niya na, nais niyang dalhin sa 
siyudad ang isang fleet ng 22-seater electric 
public utility vehicles (PUVs) upang maibsan 
ang matinding problema sa trapiko na nara-
ranasan sa Maynila at upang mapagaan ang 
buhay ng mga pasahero at commuters.
	 Ang mga E-PUVs ay mayroong mga 
modernong amenities gaya ng air conditioning 
at CCTV upang masiguro ang kaligtasan ng 
mga pasahero. Eco-friendly rin ang mga elec-
tric motors kaya naman siguradong makaka-
bawas ito sa carbon footprint ng siyudad.
	 Ang kampanya ni Manong Chavit, kan-
didato sa pagkasenador sa 2025, na gawing 
moderno ang transportation sector sa bansa ay 
nakakakuha na ng malawakang suporta mula 
sa mga grupong naghahangad nang pang-
matagalang solusyon sa trapiko at polusyon sa 
Metro Manila.
	 Kasama rin niya sa planong ito si 
Domagoso, na nangako rin na sisiguraduhin na 
available ang supply ng mga electric vehicles 
sa mga transport groups habang si Manong 
Chavit naman ang sasagot sa pagpondo sa 
gagawing roll out ng mga E-PUVs.
	 Ang Public Utility Vehicle (PUV) Mod-
ernization Program (PUVMP) ay isang pro-
grama sa Pilipinas para gawing moderno ang 
pampublikong transportasyon sa pamamagi-
tan ng pagpapalit ng mga lumang sasakyan ng 
mas ligtas, mas komportable, at mas environ-
ment-friendly na mga alternatibo: 
	 Ang layunin nito ay palitan ang mga 
PUV na hindi bababa sa 15 taong gulang ng 
mga sasakyan na mayroong hindi bababa 
sa Euro 4-compliant na makina o isang de-
kuryenteng makina 
	 Ang mga kapalit na sasakyan ay 
maaari ding magsama ng mga CCTV camera, 
isang automated fare collection system, speed 
limiter, at GPS monitor
	 Ang mga electric jeepney ay maaar-
ing makapagbigay ng pagtitipid sa malaking 
konsumo o gastusin sa paglipas ng panahon, 
mapabuti ang karanasan ng pasahero, at hu-
mantong sa teknolohiya ng baterya at pag-
babago sa disenyo ng sasakyan.

Pau Dela Cruz
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	 A Dialogue with Civil Society Organi-
zations on the National Action Plan on Unity, 
Peace and Development was held on Octo-
ber 15, 2024 at La Breza Hotel, Quezon City 
to discuss the prospect of long-term peace, 
unity, and socio-economic development in 
the country. 
	 The event was organized through 
the leadership of Usec. Ernesto C. Torres, 
Jr., Executive Director of the NTF-ELCAC, 
who welcomed the participants from different 
civil society organizations and initiated the 
peaceful dialogue. The CEAP delegation was 
composed of Fr. Albert N. Delvo, COCOPEA 
Chairperson and CEAP President, Atty. John 
R. Jacome, COCOPEA Executive Director, 
and Ms. Charina A. Claustro, CEAP National 
Advocacy Coordinator.
	 Below is COCOPEA’s Statement de-
livered during the event in response to the 
government’s efforts to achieve peace, unity 
and development:
	 “The Coordinating Council of Private 
Educational Associations (COCOPEA) is in 
solidarity with the government, particularly 
the NTF-ELCAC, in its ongoing peace efforts 
through the National Action Plan on Unity, 
Peace and Development.
	 We support and manifest our willing-
ness to contribute to long-term peace, unity, 
and socio-economic development in commu-
nities, especially those belonging to the pe-
ripheries to whom peace and justice seem to 
be elusive. 
	 As an educational association, we 
echo NTF-ELCAC’s whole-of-nation ap-
proach through the holistic formation of our 
students centered on peace, quality educa-
tion and values development, both moral and 
spiritual.
	 We recognize the significance of 
dialogue, collaboration and common efforts 
of various sectors and clusters to achieve 
peace, inclusivity, progress, and prosperity, 
focusing on environmental protection, pover-
ty alleviation and improving the lives of the 
vulnerable sectors and the marginalized.”

PUBLISHER 
CORNER
COCOPEA SUPPORTS 
THE GOVERNMENT’S 

NATIONAL ACTION 
PLAN ON UNITY, PEACE 

AND DEVELOPMENT

Mayor Ross...
	 Calamba City, 
Laguna – This is a pow-
erful display of solidarity 
and commitment to inclu-
sive progress, over 9,000 
members of ADHIKA and 
Bayaning Kababaihan 
gathered at the Jose Rizal 
Coliseum for their Gener-
al Assembly. The event 
underscored the organi-
zation's efforts to promote 
empowerment and devel-
opment among Calamba’s 
women and community 
leaders.
	 Mayor Roseller 
"Ross" H. Rizal delivered 
an inspiring message to 
the attendees, emphasiz-
ing the importance of unity, 
inclusivity, and faith-driven 
leadership in building a 
stronger Calamba.
	 "Ramdam na 
ramdam po ang reporma 
at pwersa ng inklusibong 
pagbabago," Mayor Rizal 
said. "Maraming salamat 
po sa inyong tiwala, at 
kami po sa CalamBA-
GONG Pamahalaan ay 

patuloy na sumusuporta 
sa inyong mabubuting 
hangarin para sa ikau-
unlad ng ating Bayan ng 
Bayani."
	 The mayor laud-
ed the active participation 
of ADHIKA and Bayaning 
Kababaihan members, 
calling them vital part-
ners in the city's pursuit 
of transformative reforms. 
He reiterated the local 
government's dedication 
to providing programs and 
opportunities that empow-
er women and ensure their 
contributions to Calamba's 
progress are recognized 
and celebrated.
	 Attendees ex-
pressed their gratitude 
to Mayor Rizal and his 
administration for their 
unwavering support. The 
assembly concluded with 
renewed vigor and a col-
lective resolve to continue 
working towards a brighter 
future for Calamba.
(Edjun Mariposque) 
(Nelson Dimapilis)

right access to media or 
hindi mo katabi y’ung re-
gional office, hindi rin na-
pupunta sa poorest of the 
poor [ang ayuda,]” he said.
	 Senator Grace 
Poe agreed with Cayeta-
no’s call for more compre-
hensive support, acknowl-
edging that some of the 
most vulnerable sectors 
are often overlooked un-
der the current system.
	 In his remarks, 
Cayetano also expressed 
concern that the poor-
est of the poor may still 
be left out by the existing 
structure and advocated 

Cayetano...

ANG SAYA ng PASKO sa WALTERMART” Brings Holiday 
Cheer to WalterMart Makiling, Calamba City

	 Calamba City, 
Laguna – The holiday sea-
son is officially in full swing 
as WalterMart Makiling 
held its much-anticipated 
Christmas Tree Lighting 

Ceremony today, mark-
ing the start of its festive 
campaign, “ANG SAYA 
ng PASKO sa WALTERM-
ART!”
	 The Christmas 

Tree Lighting event also 
served as a moment to 
honor beneficiaries, show-
casing WalterMart’s com-
mitment to sharing joy with 
the less fortunate.

	 Feel the Magic of 
Christmas at WalterMart 
Makiling
	 With the dazzling 
tree now aglow, WalterM-
art Makiling invites every-

one to explore its Holiday 
SALE, Christmas MAR-
KET, and the Handog 
PAMASKO program.
	 Experience why 
“ANG SAYA NG PASKO 

sa WALTERMART” truly 
shines brightest at Wal-
terMart. Visit today and 
make your holidays magi-
cal! 
(Edjun Mariposque)

for a shift toward a more 
inclusive and sustainable 
form of assistance that will 
empower families beyond 
temporary relief.
	 “So let me just 
put that on the table. At 
what point do we stop in-
creasing yung ayuda and 
start increasing yung pro-
grams that are really for 
teaching people to fish?” 
he said.
 	 “We'll always 
need some form of ayu-
da. But how do we do the 
balance? Maybe it's time 
to start that discussion if 
it's not being discussed al-
ready,” he added. PR

Bigger and Better: BotiCARD Dolores Branch 
moves to new location

BotiCARD President Ms. Rosenda Aquino (5th from right, middle row) along-
side BotiCARD Operations Director Ms. Florife Reynido (6th from right, middle 

row), BotiCARD Cluster Manager 2 Mr. Jame Rachel Yaneza (7th from right, 
middle row), BotiCARD Cluster Manager 4 Ms. Merrie Joie Prenciona (4th from 
left, middle row), Pharmacy Assistant OIC BCI Dolores Branch Ms. Khristine 

Joy Aureus (4th from right, middle row), attended the relocation of the branch 
along with other officers and staff.

	 BotiCARD Do-
lores branch officially re-
located its building on July 

15, 2024, in support of its 
mission to provide quality, 
affordable, and accessible 

healthcare and personal 
care products and health 
services to Filipino fami-

lies.
	 “As we combat 
the cycle of poverty while 
improving the health and 
wellness of people, we 
will continue to advocate 
for quality affordable med-
icines, health supplies, 
hygiene products, and se-
lected supplements. It is a 
basic right every Filipino 
should enjoy,” said Boti-
CARD President Rosenda 
P. Aquino.
	 As part of the 
branch's relocation, free 
medical consultation, 
dental extraction, blood 
pressure monitoring, and 
other freebies like a 28% 
discount are also provided 
for those who attended the 

event.
	 “Through the 
range of BotiCARD ser-
vices, we hope to reach 
more communities to pro-
vide the quality products 
and services they de-
serve,” Aquino added.
	 The branch's 
new building is located at 
Marquez Street, Barangay 
Bagong Anyo, Dolores, 
Quezon.
	 Established in 
2011, BotiCARD is a mem-
ber institution of CARD 
Mutually Reinforcing In-

stitutions (CARD MRI), a 
group of institutions shar-
ing the same goal and 
objective of poverty erad-
ication and improving the 
lives of Filipino families.
	 As of June 2024, 
BotiCARD has 20 pharma-
cies and serves more than 
2 million clients across the 
country.
	 To know more 
about BotiCARD, Inc., 
visit its website at www.
cardmri.com/boticard/ 
and the official Facebook 
page, @boticardOfficial. 
PR
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THE HEART OF FILIPINO 
CELEBRATIONS: ESTING’S LECHON 
BELLYCHON AT SM CENTER IMUS

	 Filipino celebra-
tions are never complete 
without the star of the 
feast—lechon! At Esting’s 
Lechon Bellychon, locat-
ed in SM Center Imus, 
you can elevate your hol-
iday gatherings with their 
mouthwatering offerings.
	 This holiday 
season, Esting’s Lechon 
Bellychon brings the joy 
of Filipino flavors to your 
family celebrations with 
exclusive holiday packag-
es and food trays, perfect 

for Christmas parties and 
special occasions. Savor 
their signature Cebuchon, 
known for its crispy skin 
and rich, flavorful meat, 
alongside a variety of 
beloved Filipino dishes 
like Relyenong Bangus, 
Lumpiang Shanghai, and 
steaming rice—all perfect-
ly paired with their refresh-
ing signature iced tea.
	 Want to take your 
traditional Filipino favor-
ites to the next level? In-
dulge in their Bellychon 

twist on classic dishes like 
Pakbet, Kare-Kare, and 
Sinigang. Each bite is a 
delightful blend of familiar 
flavors and innovative flair, 
making every meal truly 
unforgettable.
	 Experience the 
true essence of Filipino 
feasts at Esting’s Lechon 
Bellychon—because no 
celebration is complete 
without a serving of love, 
tradition, and, of course, 
lechon!

THE SM SUPERMALLS GRAND MAGICAL CHRISTMAS PARADE RETURNS

	 The holidays just 
got brighter in the South! 
SM City Bacoor and SM 
City Dasmariñas recently 
launched the highly an-
ticipated SM Supermalls 

Grand Magical Christmas 
Parade, bringing festive 
cheer to the community 
after a five-year long wait. 
This much-anticipated 
event, a holiday favorite 

for shoppers, families and 
friends, brings a spectac-
ular experience of vibrant 
colors, enchanting music, 
and the heartwarming 
magic of Christmas.

Whimsical Celebration at SM City Bacoor
	 Kicking off at SM City Bacoor, this year's SM Supermalls Grand Magical 
Christmas Parade brings together over 80 beloved Christmas characters, from Santa 
Claus and his joyful elves to reindeer and classic Christmas favorites. 

Dazzling Moments at SM City Dasmariñas
	 The holiday magic hops and doesn’t stop! The celebration continued from SM 
City Bacoor to SM City Dasmariñas as the mall host its own Grand Magical Christmas 
Parade. Shoppers and their families were delighted with a lively display as these char-
acters march through the mall, spreading joy and the true spirit of the holiday season.

The Spirit of Christmas Across South Luzon
	 The magic of the SM Supermalls Grand Magical Christmas Parade will con-
tinue across various SM Supermalls in South Luzon, bringing joy to families all over the 
region and a chance to experience the warmth and wonder of Christmas. So mark your 
calendars and bring your loved ones for a celebration that’s sure to be unforgettable! 
The Grand Magical Christmas Parade is more than just an event; it’s a joyful experi-
ence filled with magic, laughter, and the warmth of holiday togetherness. Don’t miss 
out on this magical holiday celebration—it’s Christmas, the SM Supermalls way!

	 Sweeten up the holiday season and experience the joy of giving with a dash 
of Christmas magic found in our thoughtfully curated gift sets! Let's spread love, kind-
ness, and cheer during this most special time of the year. Visit Mary Grace at SM City 
Molino and check out these signature gift sets for your loved ones this season.

	 Calamba City, 
Laguna – November 20, 
2024 --- The holiday spir-
it officially came alive as 
Mayor Roseller "Ross" H. 
Rizal led the lighting cer-
emony of the giant Christ-
mas tree at The Plaza, 
marking the beginning of 
the city's much-anticipat-
ed Christmas Wonderland 

celebration.
	 With the theme 
"Maligayang Pasko, 
Calambeño! Mundo ni 
Rizal, Puso ng Calam-
BAGO!" this year’s dec-
orations highlight the en-
during legacy of Dr. Jose 
Rizal, Calamba’s most 
celebrated son, and the 
places he visited during 
the Christmas season 
throughout his lifetime.
	 In his message, 
Mayor Rizal emphasized 
the significance of the 
event, stating:
	 "Atin pong pinag-
diriwang ang diwa ng 
Pasko at ang buhay ng 
atin pong Pambansang 
Bayani, Dr. Jose Rizal. 
Dito po sa ating mga deko-
rasyon ay makikita po ang 
mga lugar na pinuntahan 
po ng ating Pambansang 
Bayani tuwing Kapasku-
han!"
	 He added that 
the lights symbolize hope 
and inspiration for every-
one in the community:
	 "Nawa po sa 
bawat ilaw na ating sinin-
dihan ay may dalang pag-

asa at maging inspirasyon 
para sa ating lahat!"
	 The event was at-
tended by a vibrant crowd 
of Calambeños eager to 
experience the enchant-
ing atmosphere of the City 
Hall Complex, adorned 
with dazzling lights, festive 
decorations, and booths 
from the CalamBagong 
Christmas Bazaar. Fam-
ilies and visitors are en-
couraged to explore the 
attractions and immerse 
themselves in the holiday 
cheer.
	 Mayor Rizal con-
cluded his speech with a 
heartfelt invitation:
"Ano pa pong iniintay nin-
yo? Halina at isama po 
ang ating mga pamilya! 
Isang makaDiyos at ma-
kaRizal na nalalapit na 
Pasko, mga minamahal 
kong Calambeño!"
	 The celebration 
not only reflects the city’s 
rich cultural heritage but 
also underscores its com-
mitment to unity and prog-
ress, true to the spirit of 
CalamBAGO.

(Edjun Mariposque)

GIANT CHRISTMAS TREE 
LIGHTING CEREMONY 

MARKS START OF HOLIDAY 
SEASON IN CALAMBA CITY

In the photo are (from left) Rene Meily of Philippine Disaster Resilience Foun-
dation, Timothy Mark Daniels of SM Investments, Roberto Batongbacal of the 

Makati Business Club, Melissa Vergel de Dios of PLDT and Smart Commu-
nications; Fatima Yasmin of the Asian Development Bank, U.N. Deputy Sec-
retary-General Mohammed, Go Negosyo’s Concepcion, Dandan Chen of The 
World Bank Group, Bayo Manila’s Lagon, and Jaime Urquijo of Ayala Corp.

Sustainability for MSMEs

	 Go Negosyo 
founder Joey Concepcion 

met with UN  Deputy Sec-
retary General Amina Mo-

hammed last October 29, 
2024, together with mem-

bers of the private sector 
and international finance 
institutions to mobilize 
support and financing to 
accelerate progress on 
Sustainable Development 
Goals.
	 Joining them 
was 2023 Go Negosyo 
Inspiring Filipina award-
ee Anna Marie Lagon of 
Bayo Manila Inc., a Phil-
ippines-based MSME that 
has committed to sustain-
ability through various
	 practices, such 
as designing to minimize 
waste, using sustain-
able materials, carbon 
offsetting, and repurpos-
ing waste materials, and 
working with local commu-
nities.


