November 15, 2024 — Cavite came alive with excitement as Metro Pacific
Tollways South (MPT South) kicked off its inaugural Biyaheng South Adventure Tour.
In collaboration with the Department of Interior and Local Government (DILG Region
IV-A), Provincial Government of Cavite, Municipality of Mendez-Nufiez, and Munici-
pality of Maragondon, this one-of-a-kind event showcased the province’s most exhil-
arating activities and picturesque destinations made accessible through MPT South’s
expressways CAVITEX and CALAX.

A select group of lucky Ka-Biyaheros—energetic Gen Zs and millennials—
were chosen through an online raffle hosted on the Biyaheng South Facebook page.
Together with other travel influencers, the adventurers embarked on an unforgettable
day packed with thrilling experiences and scenic wonders.
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Adventure at Yoki’s Farh

R

First Adventure: An-
imal Encounter and
Eco-Tourism at Yoki’s
Farm

Less than two
hours away from Metro
Manila via CAVITEX, the
adventurers went on their
first adventure: an animal
encounter at Yoki’s farm.

Yoki's Farm is a
unique ecotourism des-
tination located in Men-

dez-Nunez, Cavite. Ad-
venturers were treated to Animal encounter at Yoki’s farm

a guided zoo tour where birds, exotic zebras, and more. Definitely an enjoyable

they interacted with a va- experience, especially for animal lovers. Overall, Yoki's

riety of animals, such as Farm served as both an educational and recreational

delightful rabbits, unique spot for the participants.
55 — - » -
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Adventure at Alegria del Rio, Maragondon River Cruise
Second Adventure: Lunch at Maragondon Balsa River Cruise
Off to another fun-filled destination, the group made their way to the serene

Activities In Cavite with MPT South

Maragondon Balsa River Cruise for lunch—just an hour away from Yoki's Farm—
where they were treated to a unique and memorable dining experience. As the balsa
gently floated along the calm river, the participants immersed themselves in the nat-
ural beauty of their surroundings, allowing everyone to unwind and connect with one
another.

e L 5
dventure at Paraiso de June Quixote

ATV in action at Paraiso de June Quixote
Third Adventure: Enjoying the Engaging Activities at Paraiso de June Quixote

In the afternoon, the day was packed with exhilarating activities at Paraiso de
June Quixote. Paraiso de June Quixote, also in Maragondon, Cavite, is a must-visit
destination just less than two hours away from Metro Manila via CAVITEX. With its
charming landscapes and adrenaline-pumping experiences, Paraiso de June Quixote
provides an unforgettable escape for adventure seekers and nature lovers alike.

Here, our ka-biyaheros got to experience the thrill of riding a zip bike, soaring
through the air on a zipline, and taking a more rugged adventure on ATVs along scenic
trails. For those who sought unique experiences, the place offered what they called a
Cavite Swing, where the guest got to sit on a swing at the edge of a cliff and enjoy the
breathtaking views of the surroundings.

Why We Do This

Arlette V. Capistrano, Vice President for Communication and Stakeholder
Management of MPT South, stated, “Highlighting the Cavite’s adventure destinations
is beyond tourism; it's about creating lasting impressions and connections. These
tours enable us to show how accessible and rewarding these experiences can be.
It's an opportunity to not only promote local attractions but also to support sustainable
tourism. By introducing these exciting outdoor experiences, we’re helping to redefine
what the South can offer to tourists while also fostering a more connected community.”

The “Tara, Adventure Tayo sa Cavite!” is part of MPT South’s continued com-
mitment to promoting tourism in Southern Luzon. Following the success of Biyaheng
South Food Crawl and Biyaheng South Photo Walk Tour showcasing the unique fla-
vors and rich history of Cavite, the adventure tour caters to a younger, thrill-seeking
audience, allowing them to explore exhilarating attractions; this demonstrates that
Cavite is an ideal destination for those looking for excitement alongside culture and
history.

About Biyaheng South

Biyaheng South is MPT South’s tourism advocacy program that has made a
significant impact by promoting its toll road networks, particularly CAVITEX, its C5 Link
segment, and CALAX, as gateways to the tourist destinations of Southern Luzon. The
program demonstrates how infrastructure not only can improve connectivity but also
can serve as a catalyst for regional economic growth through tourism promotion.

About MPT South

MPT South is a subsidiary of Metro Pacific Tollways Corporation (MPTC), the

infrastructure arm of Metro Pacific Investments Corporation (MPIC).
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City of Galamha Rece
Award at the 2024

Manila Bay r o2

Senator Alan Peter Cayetano on Monday re-
iterated his call for the Department of Information and
Communications Technology (DICT) to establish the
country’s own Anti-Scam Center to address the growing

problem of scams. continuation on page 2

December 5, 2024 — Senator Pia Cayetano underscored the importance of
forward-thinking leadership during her address to the Vice Mayors' League of the Phil-
ippines at their 4th Quarter 2024 National Executive Board Meeting. Speaking to the
country’s local leaders, Cayetano emphasized the need for continuous learning, sus-
tainable development, and proactive approaches to meet the challenges of modern
governance. continuation on page 2
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Calamba City, Laguna — Mayor Roseller “Ross” Rizal led the distribution of
financial assistance under the "Iskolar Ni Rizal" program on December 6, 2024, held
at Jose Rizal Coliseum, Calamba City, Laguna. The initiative provides Php5,000 in ed-
ucational assistance per semester to qualified college students, ensuring continuous
support for their studies over a four-year period.

With more than 2,000 scholars now benefiting from the program, Mayor Rizal
emphasized the administration’s commitment to accessible education as a corner-
stone of progress. The mayor expressed his belief that investing in education creates
opportunities for a brighter future, not just for individual students but for the entire
community.

“This is a testament to our belief in the youth as the hope of the nation.
Through the CalamBAGONG Pamahalaan, we are building a better future for the next
generations,” Mayor Rizal said.

The program is a part of the city’s "Ramdam Na Reporma," a platform cen-
tered on inclusive and transformative governance. Beneficiaries of the scholarship ex-
pressed gratitude for the continued assistance, highlighting how the program eases
their financial burdens and allows them to focus on academic excellence.

As Calamba City continues to invest in its youth, Mayor Rizal called for unity
and perseverance, reaffirming his administration’s dedication to serving the needs of
its constituents.

For updates on the "Iskolar Ni Rizal" program and other city initiatives, visit
the official Calamba City government page.
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MENSAHE NI SECRETARY CARLITO G
GALVEZ, dR. PRESIDENTIAL ADVISER ON
DEACE, RECONCILIATION AND UNITY. PARA
SA 16-ARAW NA KAMPANYA SA VIOLENCE
AGAINST WOMEN (VAW) AT SA LAHAT NG URI
NG GENDER-BASED VIDLENCE (GBV)

25 November - 12 December 2024

Isang mapayapa at makatarungang
pagtalima sa ating pinaigting na kampanya
upang wakasan ang karahasan at diskrimi-
nasyon laban sa mga kababaihan!

With the theme of this year’s cam-
paign, “VAW: Bigyang-Wakas, Ngayon na
ang Oras!,” the Office of the Presidential
Adviser on Peace, Reconciliation and Unity
(OPAPRU) enjoins all Filipinos to fully support
and actively take part in the nation’s 18-Day
Campaign to End Violence Against Women
and all forms of Gender-Based Violence.

This campaign goes beyond a mere
slogan; it is a collective movement that sym-
bolizes the country’s relentless pursuit to cre-
ate a safe haven for every Filipino woman —
in all their diverse and intersecting identities
— especially those who are victims, survivors,
and vulnerable to gender-based discrimina-
tion and violence.

For over three decades, OPAPRU
has been at the forefront of fostering peace
and inclusivity. This commitment extends to
ensuring that women, particularly those in
conflict-affected and conflict-vulnerable ar-
eas, are not just protected but are also em-
powered to thrive. By embedding gender and
development (GAD) in every policy, program,
and initiatives we undertake, we aim to break
down systemic barriers and provide plat-
forms for women to claim their rightful place
as agents of change and nation-building.

As we embark on this year’s cam-
paign, let us honor the courage of survivors,
amplify the voices of advocates, and inspire
action in every household, community, and
institution. This is the time that we unite and
act decisively to bring an end to the injustices
that have long plagued our women. At para
sa mga nakakaranas ng pang-aabuso, hindi
kayo nag-iisa, at hindi ninyo kasalanan ang
inyong kasalukuyang kinalalagyan, kasama
ninyo ang OPAPRU.

Kinikilala ng OPAPRU ang makahulu-
gang kontribusyon at partisipasyon ng bawat
mamamayang Pilipino upang mas mapaig-
ting pa ang mga inisyatibong ipinaglalaban
ang karapatang pantao, at ang kapakanan ng
ating mga mahal na kababaihang Pilipino.

Magkaisa at magtulungan po tayong
lahat upang isulong at makamit ang ating
iisang adhikain — ang bumuo ng isang mapa-
yapa, makatao, at inklusibong Bagong Pilipi-
nas.

Maraming salamat at mabuhay po
tayong lahat!

SECRETARY CARLITO G. GALVEZ,
JR. Presidential Adviser on Peace, Reconcili-
ation and Unity
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Drawing from
her tenure as the first
Chairperson of the Senate
Committee on Sustain-
able Development Goals,
Innovation, and Futures
Thinking, the Senator
urged vice mayors to inte-
grate futures thinking into
their strategies. She high-
lighted the transforma-
tive potential of emerging
technologies like artificial
intelligence, which she de-
scribed as essential tools
for equipping communities
to navigate the complex-
ities of a rapidly evolving
world.

Currently the
Chairperson of the Sen-
ate Energy Committee,
Senator Cayetano also
spotlighted the recent pas-
sage of the Natural Gas
Bill on its third reading in
the Senate. She hailed
the bill as a pivotal step in
advancing indigenous gas
exploration and ensuring
reliable energy infrastruc-
ture. These, she said, are
critical components of

the Philippines’ long-term
economic and sustainable
growth.

Addressing the
vice mayors, Cayeta-
no encouraged them to
identify and maximize the
unique resources avail-
able within their localities,
fostering development tai-
lored to their communities'
strengths. “The future of
governance is rooted in
innovation and sustain-
ability. By leveraging local
resources and embracing
technological  advance-
ments, we can create re-
silient and thriving com-
munities,” she stated.

The meeting
provided a platform for
vice mayors to explore
solutions to the challeng-
es facing their respective
cities and municipalities.
Senator Cayetano’s call to
action serves as a remind-
er of the critical role of lo-
cal governance in shaping
the nation’s future.

(Edjun Mari-
posque)

Cayetano...

This proposal
came during the Senate
plenary deliberations on
the DICT’s proposed 2025
budget on November 20,
2024 where Cayetano em-
phasized the urgency of
creating such a center.

“Go to Singapore
and Hong Kong because
they have anti-scam cen-
ters na in one office, nan-
doon na y’ung pulis, y'ung
mga IT personnel, at y’'ung
mga bangko,” he said in a
manifestation.

Cayetano
stressed that the proactive
measures of these coun-
tries in addressing various
types of scams — many
of which have been dis-
cussed in Senate hearings
— highlight the need for
the Philippines to adopt a
similar approach as scams
continue to evolve.

“Parang  sanay
pa rin tayo sa pa-isa-isang
scam. Pero lahat ng scam
na nabanggit dito at sa
ibang Senate hearings,
nandoon na [sa kanila],”
he said.

The senator em-
phasized that an efficient
anti-scam system would

HEROMEAGENN

not only reduce the num-
ber of scams but also help
recover significant finan-
cial losses, as demon-
strated by Singapore’s
success.

“In the last two
years, ang na-recover ng
mga Singaporean govern-
ment for those na na-scam
is more than 600 million
Singaporean dollars,” he
said.

Singapore’s An-
ti-Scam Command (AS-
Com), which became op-
erational in March 2022,
centralizes efforts in scam
investigation, incident re-
sponse, enforcement, and
analysis, with all functions
coordinated under one en-
tity.

Hoping to rep-
licate these systematic
efforts in the Philippines,
Cayetano urged DICT
Secretary Ivan John Uy to
take steps toward estab-
lishing a similar center.

“May | bring that
up to you na sana next
budget, next year, may-
roon na tayong sariling
anti-scam center na baka
pwede ninyong pangunah-
an,” he said. PR

PANALO MULI
TAYO MGA CALAM-
BENO!” (“ANOTHER

WIN FOR US, CALAM-
BENOS!”) This was the
enthusiastic statement
of Mayor Ross Rizal as
the Local Government of
Calamba was honored
with the Silver Award
during the 2024 Manila
Bay Day Awarding Cere-
mony of the Manila Bay
Clean Up, Rehabilitation,
and Preservation Program

(MBCRPP).
This prestigious
recognition highlights

Calamba’s dedication to
environmental protection
and sustainability, earning
the city the distinction of
being the 3rd in Laguna
with the highest compli-
ance rate in caring for the
environment.

Mayor Rizal em-
phasized that this achieve-
ment is not just for the
local government but for

=

every Calambefio. “This
honor is dedicated to all of
you. It is a testament that
together, we can protect
and preserve our natu-
ral environment for future
generations, (Alay ko po
sa inyo ang karangalang
ito, mga Calambefios!)’
the Mayor stated.

The Manila Bay
Clean Up, Rehabilitation,
and Preservation Program
is part of a nationwide
initiative to maintain the
beauty and cleanliness of
Manila Bay and its sur-
rounding areas. Calam-
ba’s recognition serves
as an inspiration to further
strengthen environmental
programs within the city.

The local govern-
ment remains committed
to promoting projects that
enhance the environment
and improve the quality of
life for all Calambefios.

(Edjun Mari-

posque)

“You don't always

nced a plan.

Sometimes you just

nced to breathe,

trust, let go, and see

what happens.”

MANDY HALE
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Life is full of tests
and challenges that can
make or break you. It is ei-
ther you leave that path or
you live it.

Residing in Tu-

guegarao City, Catherine
Alejo found her life to be
challenging to live yet she
perseveres. At the age
of six, she became an
orphan. Throughout her
childhood, she longed for
her parents’ love and care.
She was the third of four
siblings. Their eldest was
just ten when they became
orphans, which made their
struggles worse.
They grew up without a
permanent guardian, re-
lying on whoever relative
was willing to take them in.
Born in Amulung East, she
chose to work as a house-
keeper in Tuguegarao City
after finishing elementary
school, as pursuing her
basic education became
less of a priority.

She married at
a young age, hoping her
burden would be lighter
with someone to lean on.
Fortunately, they inherit-
ed a boarding house from
her mother-in-law, which
became their source of in-
come.

To add to their
income, she also sold
snacks in front of the
boarding house from 1993
to 2004, such as banana
cue, lumpiang gulay,
and turon. In 2005, she
stopped selling snacks
and became a caregiver
instead.

Given her strong
interest in business, she
decided to try making pol-
voron in 2010. However,
she could not get the rec-
ipe right, so she switched
to making pastillas. There
were numerous trials and
errors, but unlike in pol-
voron, she did not give up
until she made the pastil-
las recipe that would satis-
fy her. She started giving
free taste to customers as
part of her marketing strat-
egy. Although her busi-
ness was gradually rising,
her relationship with her
previous partner started
to crumble, and they sep-
arated. Then she met her
new partner, who helped
her open a small sari-sari

Catherine Alejo found a sweet way to earn an income
by selling delicious pastillas in Tuguegarao City.

store.

The business
was doing well until she
was forced to take a slight
break when the pandemic
hit in 2020.

Post-pandem-
ic, when she started over
again. By 2021, due to her
hard work and the quality
of her pastillas, she had
acquired more customers,
and she even established
a brand name for her pas-
tillas, “Cathy’s special pas-
tillas”.

One challenge
she encountered in man-
aging her business was
the lack of capital, particu-
larly when she had a high
volume of orders. This is
why she was thankful to
learn about CARD, Inc.
from her child, who was
also a client of the institu-
tion for nearly three years.

In 2023, Cath-
erine became a client
of CARD, Inc. She uses
her initial loan of PHP
10,000.00 as additional

capital for her pastillas
business and sari-sari
store. Currently, she has a
PHP 20,000.00 loan from
the institution, which she
also uses for the capital of
her businesses.

“It has only been
a year since | became a
client of CARD, Inc., but
| am positive that | will
continue to become a cli-
ent in the years to come,
especially now that | have
experienced the products
that they offer, such as
business loans, to some-
one like me who lacks
sufficient capital for busi-
ness,” she stated.

She also ac-
quired a second-hand
motorcycle from her loan,
which she utilizes to deliv-
er her pastillas to custom-
ers.

“Right now, I just
want my business to grow
more because, aside from
being my source of in-
come, it has also become
a hobby,” she concluded.
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Laguna, Philip-
pines — Senator Bong
Go remained steadfast in
his commitment to public
service despite an emer-
gency helicopter landing
in Pililla, Rizal, en route to
Mabitac for the inaugura-
tion of a new Super Health
Center (SHC). Unable to
attend physically, the sen-
ator addressed attendees
through a voice call, pro-
jected live during the cer-
emony.

During his
speech, Go reiterated
the importance of SHCs
in ensuring accessible
healthcare for all Filipinos,
especially in underserved
areas. He emphasized
that these facilities are
instrumental in providing
services such as diagnos-
tics, minor surgeries, out-
patient care, dental ser-
vices, and telemedicine,

SEN. BONG GO HIGHLIGHTS LAGUNA'S
GROWING NETWORK OF SUPER HEALTH
CENTERS AMID EMERGENCY LANDING

Maraming salamat,

&
significantly reducing the
burden on larger hospitals.
The newly inau-
gurated SHC in Mabitac
is part of a broader initia-
tive that includes 13 SHCs
in Laguna. The locations
of these centers include
Calamba, Alaminos,
Bifian, Cabuyao, Mabitac,
San Pedro, Los Bafos,
Calauan, San Pablo, San-
ta Maria, Nagcarlan, Pila,
and Santa Rosa. Each
facility serves as a medi-
um-sized polyclinic, bridg-
ing the gap in healthcare
access for rural and urban
communities alike.
Senator Go ex-
pressed his gratitude for
their safety during the
emergency landing, shar-
ing his belief in divine
protection for those with
noble intentions. “Kapag
maganda ang layunin,
hindi ka pababayaan ng

DEC.|08=14.2024

SEN. BONG GO

1ong suporta na maisakatuparan ang

MABITAC sUPElt HEALTH CENTER

7
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Diyos,” he said. He reaf-
firmed his commitment to
initiatives like SHCs and
Malasakit Centers, which
provide integrated medical
and financial assistance
through a one-stop-shop
setup.

Local officials
and residents lauded the
senator’s dedication, not-
ing how these SHCs align
with the government’s uni-
versal healthcare goals.
The Mabitac SHC is ex-
pected to significantly im-
prove the quality of life for
residents, offering essen-
tial healthcare services
closer to home. (Edjun
Mariposque)
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491 INB at ABC grantees, tumanggap Pi1oK
ﬁnancnal assnstauce mula sa Bnnan LGU

LAGUNA- Pawang tumanggap ng P10,000 financial assistance mula sa Clty
Government of Bifian ang 485 Iskolar ng Bifian at Artista at Atletang Bifianense Col-
lege (ABC) grantees mula sa PUP-Bifian Campus ngayong araw, ika-6 ng Disyembee

2024

Ipinamahagi ang financial assistance sa tulong ni Vice Mayor GEL Alonte,
katuwang ang City Education ng Binan. Binigyang diin nito na ang pagpapatuloy ng

N

naturang programa ay para sa mga kabataang Bifianense na nagsusumikap sa kanil-

ang pag-aaral.

Ayonnaman kay City Education Officer Edmil Recibe, ang pondo ng pro-

gramang ito ay mula sa buwis 0 sa mga taxpayers ng Bifian. Kung kaya naman ma-

higpit nilang ipinatutupad ang mga pamantayan ng programa at ng paaralan. (Kevin

Pamatmat)

UILﬂI'NG
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CALABARZON

DOST-CALABARZON LAUNCHES 3-DAY
iSTART CAPACITY BUILDING TO EMPOWER
REGIONAL AND PROVINCIAL STAFF

Monte Vista Hostsprings & Conference Resort, Calamba City, Laguna

The Department
of Science and Technol-
ogy (DOST) CALABAR-
ZON brought together
heads and staff for a 3-day
workshop that aims to ca-
pacitate its Provincial Sci-
ence Technology Offices
(PSTOs) and various units
in the regional office in im-
plementing the Innovation,

Science, and Technolo-
gy Accelerating Regional
Technology-Based Devel-
opment (iISTART).

This  workshop
is set to happen from De-
cember 3-5, 2024 at the
Monte Vista Hotsprings
& Conference Resort,
Calamba City, Laguna.

The event marks
the start of Phase 2 of the

DOST-CALABARZON LAUNCHES 3-DAY ISTART
CAPACI B 0 EMPOWER REGIONAL

iISTART project, which fo-
cuses on equipping the
participants  with  STI-
based tools and strategies
needed to guide LGUs
in crafting development
plans, particularly the
Comprehensive Develop-
ment Plan (CDP) and Pro-
vincial Development and
Physical Framework Plan
(PDPFP).

DEPARTMENT OF
SCIENCE AND
TECHNOLOGY

G DOSTph @ DOST.ph QDOSTphI

@ DOSTPhilippines & www.dost.gov.ph

“The Bangsamoro peace
process will always include Sulu,
whether or not they are a part of
the BARMM.” Following the Su-
preme Court’s final ruling to re-
move the island province of Sulu
from the Bangsamoro Autono-
mous Region in Muslim Mindanao
(BARMM), Presidential Peace Ad-
viser Carlito G. Galvez, Jr. gave
this assurance on Wednesday,
November 28.

Galvez made the remarks
during the second day of the
House of Representatives Com-
mittee on Suffrage and Electoral
Reform’s hearing on the proposal
to reset the BARMM'’s first parlia-
mentary elections from May 2025
to May 2026.

“The role of the Tausug
people in sparking the Bangsam-
oro people’s quest for self-deter-
mination is an undeniable part
of the Bangsamoro’s history,” he
said.

“The dividends of peace
being enjoyed by Bangsamoro
provinces will likewise be felt by
neighboring areas, including the
province of Sulu,” Galvez added.
In a position paper read
online by BARMM Chief Minister
Ahod Balawag Ebrahim during
the hearing, he shared that the
BTA adopted Resolution Number
505, requesting both houses of
Congress “to extend the transition
period from 2025 to 2028.”

He explained that post-
poning the first regular Parliamen-
tary election in the BARMM will
give the Bangsamoro government
sufficient time to resolve legal is-
sues resulting from the Supreme
Court’'s decision to exclude the
province of Sulu from the Bang-
samoro region.

“The BTA remains com-
mitted to fulfill its functions during
the transition period, including en-
acting legislations that serve as
the foundation for establishing a
meaningful system of self-gover-
nance - one that aligns with the
Constitution and respects national
sovereignty,” Ebrahim said.
Nur-Ainee Tan Lim, Dep-
uty Minister of the BARMM’s
Ministry of Social Services and
Development (MSSD) and Head

Poim‘er

Pau Dela Cruz

Secretariat of the Moro National
Liberation Front (MNLF) Peace
Coordinating Committee, empha-
sized the need for more time “to
educate the voters.”

‘How can we say they
will be able to choose the leaders
that they truly want, that would tru-
ly represent their interests, when
they don’t even know what they
will be voting for,” Lim told the
members of the House Commit-
tee.

She stated: “We strongly
support the election simply be-
cause we need to give back to the
people.”

Deputy BTA Parliament
Speaker Omar Yasser Sema re-
echoed Ebrahim’s views, saying,
“We fully support the Chief Min-
ister’s position where the GPH
(Government of the Philippines
and the Bangsamoro government
can meet,” to discuss the defer-
ment of the BARMM elections.

Atty. Randolph Parcasio,
spokesperson of the Moro Na-
tional Liberation Front (MNLF)
founder and a member of the BTA,
highlighted the significance of the
upcoming BARMM elections in
sustaining the gains of peace and
development in the Bangsamoro.

“We recognize the signifi-
cance of the upcoming first Bang-
samoro Autonomous Region in
Muslim Mindanao (BARMM) par-
liamentary elections, and the crit-
ical role this election plays in our
pursuit of lasting peace and gov-
ernance,” Parcasio said.

“We recognize the
BARMM as a critical and partial
implementation of the 1996 peace
agreement. The MNLF reaffirms
its solidarity with the MILF, united
in our shared mission to uplift and
serve our people,” Parcasio said.

“At this juncture, a post-
ponement is not merely a prefer-
ence; it is a necessity,” Parcasio
said.

He pointed out that should
there be a postponement of the
elections, the MNLF believes that
the Moro Islamic Liberation Front
(MILF) should continue to lead
the Bangsamoro government “be-
cause we honor the Comprehen-
sive Agreement on the Bangsam-
oro (CAB).”

SUPPORT FOR |

RESETTING '
_ . THE BABRMM ELECTIONS IS |
PLEDGED BY BARMM STAKEHOLDERS. |
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NAG NAKAW NG TUYO KULONG
NAG NAKAW NG MILLIONES ELEC

Isang masakit na katotohanan at aminin
natin na ang batas ay para lang sa mahihirap, bakit
ka nyo? Ang isang Juan Dela Cruz na sadlak sa ka-
hirapan ay nahuli na nag nakaw ng tuyo na isda para ma ipaulam sa kanyang e
mga anak ay na huli agad pina kulong, pero ang mga ibang mga Congressman @
at Congresswoman at ang iba ay sa senado million ang mga ninanakaw na halal ®
pa at di nakukulong ang mga ito, nasan ang ating hustisya na parang bulag pag '
dating sa ang mag nanakaw ay nasa Gobyerno.

Hindi ba pwede na gumawa ang mga mang babatas na hindi makak-
abili ng mga relo na MILLIONES, mga bag na mamabhalin, hindi ba makakagawa
ng batas ang isang mambabatas kung hindi 19 Million ang halaga ng kanilang
sasakyan kailangan ba talaga 50k ang halaga ng damit na gagamitin sa session
ng mga Mang Babatas, ang kakapal ng mukha nyo na ang luho nyo sa pang
sarili nyo ay kukunin nyo sa buwis ng taong bayan sana kunin na Lord ang mga
ganitong uri ng Lingkod Bayan.

Hindi naman lahat ay ganyan pero halos ganito na ang kalakaran.
Sabi nga ang kabataan ang pag-asa ng bayan, paano magiging pag-asa gg
bayan ang kabataan kung MISMO nasa congress ang nag tuturo sa kabata-
an para magalit sa gobyerno, paano magiging pag-asa ng bayan kung Sila ay
magagamit para humawak ng armas at mamundok dahil sa mga maling paghi-
hikayat ng ibang nasa gobyerno na membro na Ng NPA bayan kayo na humusga.

Malapit na Naman Ang halalan walang bukang bibigay Ang ibang mga
pulitiko kundi na laban Sila para sa mahihirap,ilang taon na Ang lumipas pero
mahirap parin Ang sinasabi nyo na tutulungan maitaas ang antas ng kanilang
pa mumuhay masakit isipin ito ang katotohanan ang mga politiko wala talaga
programa sila sa mahihirap.
00 00000000000000000000000000000O0C0

DTI DESTROYS...

Cavite, Philip-
pines—The Department of
Trade and Industry (DTI)
ordered the destruction of
PHP 737,000.00 worth of
substandard steel prod-
ucts in Trece Martires City
to prevent its sale in the
local market.

“Substandard
steel products pose signif-
icant risks to public safe-
ty, especially in a country
like the Philippines that
is prone to earthquakes.
Thus, the DTI remains
resolute in safeguarding
Filipinos from these dan-
gers by upholding the reg-
ulations for steel products
in conformance with the
Philippine National Stan-
dards,” said DTI Secretary
Cristina A. Roque.

“Through these
efforts, we aim to build a
more resilient ‘Bagong Pil-
ipinas,” one where every
Filipino consumer is em-
powered to make informed
choices and have full con-
fidence in the quality of
their purchases,” the trade
chief added.

The DTI-Bureau
of Philippine Standards
(BPS) witnessed the de-
struction 13,000 pieces
of substandard re-rolled
steel bars. These bars
failed to meet the mini-

mum technical require-
ments set out in Philippine
National Standards (PNS)
211:2002, which governs
re-rolled steel bars used in
concrete reinforcement.

Among the de-
stroyed bars were 5,000
pieces of Grade 170 — 6
mm and 8,000 pieces of
Grade 170 — 7 mm sub-
standard re-rolled bars.
These were reduced to
random lengths of less
than 6 meters using hy-
draulic and oxy-fuel cut-
ters and will be re-pro-
cessed as scrap.

With this destruc-
tion, Secretary Roque
declared, “We will not
tolerate those who com-
promise the safety and
well-being of our citizens
for profit.”

“This firm action
against substandard steel
products underscores our
resolve to protect lives
and foster a business en-
vironment that prioritizes
consumer welfare and re-
sponsible manufacturing
across the country,” the
DTI chief expressed.

Furthermore, Fair
Trade Group (FTG) Super-
vising Head and Assistant
Secretary Agaton Teodoro
O. Uvero encouraged con-
sumers to be vigilant and
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prioritize the durability of
materials when purchas-
ing products, especially for
their homes.

“To  strengthen
our efforts in ensuring the
safety and durability of Fil-
ipino homes, we urge con-
sumers to always look for
the ICC sticker or PS mark
when purchasing products
for those products regulat-
ed by DTI-BPS,” said As-
sistant Secretary Uvero.

The activity was
spearheaded by DTI-
BPS, which serves as
the National Standards
Body of the Philippines,
established on 20 June
1964 through Republic
Act 4109, also known as
the Standards Law. With a
mandate to develop, pro-
mulgate, and implement
standards, the DTI-BPS
promotes standardization
activities and ensures the
manufacture, production,
and distribution of quality
products.

For more up-
dates and information on
standards, technical reg-
ulations, and conformity
assessment procedures,
please visit the BPS web-
site at www.bps.dti.gov.
ph or email inquiries to
bps@dti.gov.ph.
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ACRICOOLTOUR UPANC IPAKITA ANG MCA
MAKABACONC TEKNOLOHIYA NG EXPERIMENT
STATION:SA:RIZAL:NGDA-4A. ISINACAWA=

Pinangunahan
ng kinatawan ni Depart-
ment of Agriculture (DA)
Secretary Francisco P. Tiu
Laurel Jr. na si Undersec-
retary for DA Inspectorate
and Enforcement Atty. Al-
vin John Balagbag at DA
IV- CALABARZON (DA-
4A) Regional Executive
Director Fidel Libao ang
pagsasagawa ng “Agri-
CoolTour” ng Rizal Agri-
cultural Research and Ex-
periment Station (RARES)
noong ika-22 ng Nobyem-
bre sa Tanay, Rizal.

Layon ng Agri-
CoolTour na ipakita ang
mga natatanging ino-
basyon ng isa sa mga
tanggapan ng Kagawaran
tampok ang mga makaba-
gong teknolohiya gaya ng
produksyon ng organikong
pataba, rice paddy art,
pagtatanim ng strawberry,
pagpapatubo ng mais at
kamote, paglinang ng dig-

ital farming sa pamamagi-
tan ng Smart Greenhouse
Project, at marami pang
iba.

Dito ay mas
pinaiigting ang ugnayan
sa pagitan ng mga ahen-
sya ng gobyerno, non-gov-
ernment organizations
(NGOs), state universi-
ties and colleges (SUCs),
at lokal na pamahalaan.
Gayundin ang pagpapal-
aganap ng impormasyon
sa iba pang mga kliyente
at stakeholder.

Nagkaroon  ng
ribbon-cutting para sa
pagbubukas ng mga pas-
ilidad na Greenhouse na
may Hydroponics, Staff
House, at Common Com-
fort Room kasama ang
Bureau of Plant Industry
(BPI) at mga benepisyaryo
na tumanggap nito mula
sa RARES, Municipal Ag-
riculture Office (MAO) ng
Tanay, Marikina Water-

shed Kaysakat Associa-
tion Incorporated, at Rizal
National High School.
Ayon kay Atty.
Balagbag, hangad ng
Kagawaran na ang mga
magsasaka ay maging
mga magigiting na nego-
syante sa tulong ng mga
makabagong teknolohiya
na makakapagpataas ng
kanilang produksyon at
siyang patuloy na itinuturo
ng Kagawaran sa pamam-
agitan ng mga istasyon.
Samantala, dum-
alo rin sa aktibidad sina
2nd District Rizal Province
Representative Hon. Em-
igdio Tanjuatco lll, Tanay
Rizal Mayor Hon. Rafael
Tanjuatco, BPI Assistant
Director Dr. Hermilinda
Gabertan, OIC-RTD for
Operations and Extension
Engr. Redelliza Gruezo,
RARES OIC-Agricultural
Center Chief Alexandra
Jamoralin, at iba pang
kawani ng Kagawaran at
lokal na pamahalaan. PR

GINTONG PARANGAL
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Tumangap ng Gintong Parangal ang bayan ng Majayjay sa pangunguna ni May-
or Romeo P. Amorado ngayon ika-2 ng Disyembre .Bahagi ito ng 2023 LGU
Compliance Assessment under the Manila Bay Clean-Up , Rehabilitation and
Preservation Program (MBCRPP)na nagtala ang bayan ng Majayjay Laguna ng
93.04 na porsyento bilang habagi ng pagtulong sa paglilinis ng kapaligiran para
sa maliwalas na Manila Bay .(Kevin Pamatmat)
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Go Negosyo Balik-Bayan 2023 Awardees

OFWSs who have
successfully founded their
own businesses here in
the Philippines are being
encouraged to share their
entrepreneurship journey
via the 2024 Inspiring
Balik-Bayan Awards. The
annual award is organized
by Go Negosyo to recog-
nize the contributions of
OFWs (Overseas Filipi-
no Workers), share their
success stories, celebrate
the achievements of OF-
Ws-turned-entrepreneurs,
and foster entrepreneurial
aspirations among current
OFWs.

The awards will
be given out during the
Balik-Bayan 2024 on De-
cember 7, 2024 at the
SM Mall of Asia in Pas-
ay City. Organized by Go
Negosyo, Balik-Bayan
2024 will feature infor-
mative discussions with
industry leaders, inspira-
tional and learning ses-
sions featuring successful
entrepreneurs, and free
onsite mentorship ses-
sions where OFWs and
their families can consult
with Go Negosyo men-
tors about their current or
planned businesses.

“Balik-Bayan
2024 is a platform to pro-
vide business opportuni-
ties and foster investment
matches for OFWs, en-
couraging them toward
entrepreneurship and en-
suring that their hard work
and resources are put to
productive and profitable
use,” said Joey Concep-
cion, founder of Go Nego-
syo.

Last year, 13
OFW-turned-entrepre-

neurs and their fami-
lies were given the In-
spiring Balik-Bayan
Award in special catego-
ries, including Inspiring
Balik-Bayan-Turned-En-
trepreneur, Inspiring
Balik-Bayan-Turned-In-
fluencer, Inspiring Balik-
Bayan Creative Artist,
and a special award for
Inspiring Balik-Bayan
Family. They included
agripreneurs, restaurant
owners, health and beauty
entrepreneurs, as well as
creatives.

Balik-Bayan
2024 will feature plena-
ry sessions designed as
learning opportunities for
OFWs who want to es-
tablish or grow their busi-
nesses. Former OFWs
turned entrepreneurs,
meanwhile, will be fea-
tured in a forum where
they will share the chal-
lenges they encountered
as Filipino OFWs building
businesses overseas, or
as returning OFWs who
have successfully reinte-
grated into the country as
entrepreneurs.

Attendees will
also be able to get pointers
on content creation and
the use of social media in
growing their businesses,
while companies offering
business opportunities
and financing options will
also be on hand at exhib-
itors’ booths alongside the
event venue.

‘I would like to
think that ‘Balik-Bayan’
extends beyond the usual
Tagalog term that refers
to overseas Filipinos re-
turning to their homeland,”
said Concepcion. “Itis also

a call for our expatriates to
give back to the country —
mag-balik sa bayan — by
sharing their knowledge
and resources with their
countrymen and contribut-
ing to the progress of our
nation,” he said.

Applicants for
the 2024 Inspiring Balik-
Bayan Awards must be
18 years old and above,
either active or former/
retired OFWs and have
the relevant government
documents such as pass-
port, work permit, and
OFW documents such as
residence card, OWWA/
POEA registration, over-
seas employment certif-
icate, seaman’s book or
job contract. Applicants
must also have documen-
tation of their businesses,
such as business regis-
tration, business profile,
and financial records.
Other requirements are
available on the website.
Interested parties can reg-
ister at https://bit.ly/BALIK-
BAYANAwards2024,
where they can download
the application form, which
must be completed and
sent via email to awards@
gonegosyo.ph  with the
email subject: [Full Name
of applicant] — Inspiring
Balik-Bayan Awards 2024.

The deadline for
submission is on Novem-
ber 20, 2024.
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Calamba City —
The holiday spirit is official-
ly here! On December 1,
2024, we kicked off Pam-
askong Handog 2024, a
special Christmas initiative
led by Mayor Ross Rizal,
Vice Mayor Totie Laza-
ro, Congresswoman Cha
Hernandez, and the entire

City Council.

“Hindi lang
ramdam ang Pas-
ko-PASKONG PASKO

TALAGA” Truly Christmas
in Calamba, this program
aims to bring compas-
sion, love, and joy to every
Calambefio family this fes-
tive season. According to
Mayor Ross, the true es-
sence of Christmas is re-
flected in generosity, unity,
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and care for one another.

Christmas Bless-
ings for Every Barangay
Team CalamBAGO has
started distributing Pam-
askong Handog across
various barangays. The
gifts include food packs,
presents, and other forms
of support to spread cheer
and ensure every family
feels the warmth of Christ-
mas. Mayor Ross and his
team are committed to
making this season ex-
tra special for all Calam-
befos.

“We want to
make Christmas mem-
orable for everyone. In
Calamba, Christmas is
not just celebrated—it is
deeply felt with love and
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care for our community,”
shared Vice Mayor Totie
Lazaro.

Watch Out for
Team CalamBAGO

The distribution
of blessings will continue
in all barangays. Resi-
dents are encouraged to
stay tuned for the sched-
ule in their area and join
this joyous and meaningful
celebration.

Once again, un-
der the leadership of May-
or Ross Rizal and Team
CalamBAGO, Calamba
proves that Christmas
here is vibrant, heart-
felt, and truly a season to
cherish. Merry Christmas,
Everyone! (Edjun Mari-

posque)
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Pamaskong Handog 2024: Mayor Ross Rizal
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Calamba City,
Laguna — A suspected

New People’s Army (NPA)
member was killed in an

encounter with the Philip-
pine Army’s 2nd Infantry

(Jungle Fighter) Division
(2ID) in Barangay Baliba-
go, Lobo, Batangas, on
Wednesday, December 4.
Troops from the
59th Infantry Battalion,
under the 202nd Infantry
Brigade, were conducting
routine security patrols
when they were ambushed
by armed rebels, prompt-
ing a 20-minute firefight.
The rebels fled the scene,
leaving behind the body of
an NPA member identified
as Rey Delos Santos, also
known by his aliases “Ja-
peth,” “Roy,” and “Ren.”
One soldier
sustained  minor  inju-
ries during the clash.

The Army recovered two
high-powered  firearms,
two anti-personnel mines,
and a magazine from the
encounter site.

Maj. Gen. Cerilo
Balaoro Jr., Commander
of the 2ID, expressed re-
gret over the loss of life
but reaffirmed the Army’s
commitment to peace
and security. “While the
soldiers do not rejoice in
the deaths of our fellow
Filipinos, we have a sol-
emn duty to uphold peace,
protect our people, and
enforce the rule of law,” he
said.

Maj. Gen. Ba-
laoro urged remaining

NPA members to surren-
der and avail themselves
of the government’'s En-
hanced Comprehensive
Local Integration Program
(E-CLIP), which offers fi-
nancial and livelihood as-
sistance to former rebels.
“This is another
step toward weakening
the dwindling presence
of terrorists in Batangas,”
said a former rebel now
assisting the government
in its peace campaign.
The Army as-
sured the public of its con-
tinued efforts to ensure the
safety and development
of communities across

Southern Tagalog and
nearby regions. (Edjun
Mariposque)



