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Mayor Ross Rizal Leads 
the 80th 
Anniversary 
of Doce
de Pebrero in Calamba
BACOOR CITY GOVERNMENT HONORED BY OWWA 
FOR OUTSTANDING SUPPORT TO OFWs
	 Bacoor City, 
February 12, 2025 - The 
City Government of Ba-
coor received a Plaque 
of Appreciation from 
the Overseas Workers 
Welfare Administration 
(OWWA) Regional Office 
CALABARZON, recog-
nizing its valuable sup-
port and outstanding 
contribution to the suc-
cessful implementation 
of OWWA programs and 
services for Overseas 
Filipino Workers (OFWs) 
and their families. The 
plaque was present-
ed yesterday, February 
11, 2025, at Holiday Inn 
& Suites, Batangas Li-
mapark, Lipa-Malvar 
Batangas, to PESO Ba-
coor Head Doc Abraham 
"BOB" De Castro, on behalf of Mayor Strike B. Revilla. The award was presented by Ms. Cha Lobrin-Satumba, a retired DOLE official. Today, Doc Bob, accompanied 
by Ms. Salumba, formally presented the plaque to Mayor Strike B. Revilla at the Office of the Mayor. The meeting served as an opportunity to discuss the City Gov-
ernment's ongoing efforts to support its constituents, particularly OFWs and their families. The City Government remains committed to working closely with OWWA 
and other relevant agencies to ensure the well-being of OFWs and their families.

Four Calamba Barangays Earn 2024 Seal 
of Good Governance

	 Calamba City, 
Laguna – Mayor Roseller 
“Ross” H. Rizal congrat-
ulated four barangays in 
Calamba for achieving 
the prestigious 2024 Seal 
of Good Governance for 
Barangay National Pass-
ers, an award given by 
the Department of the In-
terior and Local Govern-
ment – Laguna (DILG) to 

pagkilala sa ating mga 
lingkod-barangay na pat-
uloy na nagtataguyod ng 
mabuting pamamahala,” 
Mayor Ross Rizal said, 
emphasizing his admin-
istration’s commitment to 
efficient, transparent, and 

outstanding barangays 
across the province.
	 The recognized 
barangays are:
	 - Brgy. Bagong 
Kalsada – Hon. Clemente 
M. Manalo
	 - Brgy. La Mesa – 
Hon. Eduardo R. Silva
	 - Brgy. Pansol – 
Hon. Joel D. Martinez
	 - Brgy. Puting 

Lupa – Hon. Allan S. Pe-
draja
	 These baran-
gays are among the 71 
awardees in Laguna that 
have demonstrated ex-
cellence in governance, 
transparency, and service 
delivery.
	 “Isang malak-
ing karangalan para sa 
Lungsod ng Calamba ang 

people-centered gover-
nance.
	 Together with the 
Sangguniang Panlungsod, 
Mayor Rizal vowed to sus-
tain programs that uplift 
barangay leadership and 
strengthen public service 

for every Calambeño.
	 “Mabuhay ang 
Lungsod ng Calamba at 
ang ating masisipag na 
lingkod-barangay!” Mayor 
Rizal added.
	 (Edjun Mari-
posque)

PNP to go
after ‘fake 

news’ peddlers 
ahead of polls
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Editoryal
DA , PRESYO NG BIGAS IBABA NA 

NGAYON BUWAN NG PEBRERO
	 Ibababa pa ng Department of Agriculture 
(DA) ang presyo ng bigas na ibinibenta sa “Rice-for-
All” Program ngayong buwan.
	 Mas lalo pang pinababa  ang presyo ng 
bigas sa mga Kadiwa outlets.. Samantala, hinimok 
ng isang mambabatas ang Department of Agricul-
ture na paigtingin ang inspeksyon laban sa mga 
nananamantala sa presyo ng bigas.
	 Ayon kay DA Assistant Secretary and 
spokesperson Arnel de Mesa, mula sa kasalukuy-
ang P40 kada kilo na bigas sa piling lugar ng  Kad-
iwa sa Metro Manila, gagawin na itong P38 hang-
gang P39 kada kilo.
	 “Nagsimula tayo diyan, nagbenta tayo ng 
P45 per kilo naibaba iyan sa P43.00 at P42.00 at 
nito nga bago matapos ang taong 2024 ay naibaba 
pa iyan sa P40.00 per kilo,” pahayag ni De Mesa.
	 Ayon kay De Mesa ito ay dahil sa ilulunsad 
na rin ng DA ang “Sulit Rice” at “Nutri Rice” pro-
grams sa Metro Manila.
	 Magbebenta na rin  ang DA ng 100% 
broken” na bigas sa halagang P35 hanggang P36 
kada kilo sa ilalim “Sulit Rice” initiative, habang ang 
healthier brown rice ay nasa P37 hanggang P38 
kada kilo sa ilalim ng “Nutri Rice” program.
	 Ipatutupad na rin ang  food security emer-
gency hangga’t hindi pa naaabot ang target na P42 
hanggang P45 kada kilo ng imported bigas.
	 Ito ang pahayag ng Department of Agri-
culture (DA) ngayong tuloy-tuloy ang pagbaba ng 
presyo ng bigas.Ngunit sa ngayon, hindi pa naaabot 
ang kanilang target.
	 Samantala, ang maximum suggested re-
tail price sa imported na bigas ay maaari lamang 
alisin kung bumaba na ito sa P49 kada kilo.
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	 CALAMBA CITY 
– Mayor Roseller “Ross” 
H. Rizal, together with the 
Calamba City Govern-
ment, led the commemo-
ration of the 80th anniver-
sary of Doce de Pebrero 
today in Barangay Real.
	 During a solemn 
wreath-laying ceremony, 
officials and residents hon-
ored the sacrifice of 2,000 
Calambeño men who lost 
their lives at the hands of 
Japanese forces during 
World War II. Their brav-
ery, aimed at protecting 
their families and home-
land, remains etched in 
the hearts of every Calam-
beño.
	 The Tragic Histo-
ry of Doce de Pebrero
	 On February 12, 
1945, one of the darkest 
days in Calamba’s his-
tory unfolded as Japa-
nese troops, in retaliation 
against Filipino resistance 
forces, carried out a brutal 
massacre. Around 2,000 
Calambeño men were 
forcibly taken from their 
homes, rounded up, and 
executed. The massacre, 
known as Doce de Pe-
brero, was part of a larger 
wave of atrocities com-

Mayor Ross...

	 The province of 
Cavite paid tribute to the 
First President of the Re-
public of the Philippines, 
Gen. Emilio Aguinaldo, on 
the occasion of his 61st 
death anniversary on Feb-
ruary 6, 2025. A solemn 
commemoration ceremo-
ny was held at the Mu-
seo ni Emilio Aguinaldo in 
Kawit, Cavite, to honor the 
legacy of the revolutionary 
leader who played a cru-
cial role in the country’s 
independence.
	 On behalf of 
Cavite Governor Athe-
na Bryana D. Tolentino, 
Provincial Tourism Offi-
cer Elinia Imelda Rozelle 
S. Sangalang joined the 
wreath-laying ceremo-
ny, together with Guest 
of Honor, Ms. Cynthia G. 

When business and love 
collide

Mylene and Bonifacio Alcazar are both life and business partners, venturing 
into multiple businesses while keeping their relationship stronger. 

	 At 49 years old, 
Mylene Alcazar from Que-
zon Province has built a 
life defined by resilience, 
determination, and love. 
She has been married for 
30 years to Bonifacio Alca-
zar.
	 Their story began 
when Mylene was 19 and 
Bonifacio was 21. At the 
time, she had dreams of 
pursuing a college degree, 
but those plans changed 
when they got married in 
1992. Bonifacio, a farmer 
by trade, made farming 
their primary source of 
income. With the money 
they received from their 
wedding, they invested in 
three cows and three ca-
rabaos, which they bred 
to start a small livestock 
business. This humble 
beginning allowed them 
to build their first home, 
made of sawali and ply-
wood.
	 Seeing the po-
tential in expanding their 
income sources, Mylene 
ventured into pig farming, 
which proved to be anoth-
er successful endeavor. 
The couple’s hard work 
paid off, and together, 
they raised three children. 
Their eldest now lives 
abroad with her own fam-
ily, the second earned a 
degree in agriculture, and 
their youngest is pursu-
ing a degree in hospitality 
management, currently in 

	 CALAMBA CITY, 
Laguna (PIA) – The Philip-
pine National Police (PNP) 
will ‘run after’ sources of 
fake news or disinforma-
tion to safeguard the integ-
rity and manage the flow 
of accurate information to 
the public during the 2025 
National and Local Elec-
tions.
	 Police lieutenant 
general Robert Rodriguez, 
Commander of the Special 
Task Force for the 2025 
Elections said that the po-
lice forces are tasked by 
PNP chief General Rom-
mel Francisco Marbil to 
prevent the spread of fake 
news.
	 “One of the ef-
forts done by the House 
is to investigate the vlog-
gers. The PNP is also 
doing that. If there are 
reports that an individual 
is purposely creating fake 
news, we will coordinate 
with the concerned agen-

PNP...

mitted by the Japanese 
Imperial Army as they re-
treated in the final months 
of World War II.
	 Many of the vic-
tims were innocent civil-
ians, including fathers, 
sons, and brothers, who 
were accused of aiding 
Filipino guerrillas. Entire 
families were left devas-
tated, and the horrors of 
that day continue to be re-
membered as a painful yet 
significant chapter in the 
city’s history.
	 Honoring the 
Legacy
	 “Though our fel-
lowmen suffered greatly, 
their courage serves as a 
lasting reminder of our uni-
ty and love for our coun-
try,” said Mayor Rizal.
	 For the past 80 
years, Calamba has con-
tinued to honor the mem-
ory of those who perished 
through the annual Doce 
de Pebrero commemora-
tion. This event not only 
serves as a tribute to the 
fallen but also as a re-
minder of the resilience 
and strength of the Calam-
beño spirit.
	 (Edjun Mari-
posque)

DA to lower Rice-for-All
prices, MSRP for imported rice
	 The Department 
of Agriculture (DA) will re-
duce on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 12, rice prices under 
the KADIWA ng Pangulo’s 
Rice-for-All (RFA) pro-
gram. The price reduction 
reflects both a drop in 
global rice prices and an 
increase in domestic sup-
ply as the local harvest 
season gets underway. 
	 Agriculture Sec-
retary Francisco P. Tiu 
Laurel Jr. said the RFA 
prices will be lowered by 
as much as P3 per kilo. 
Starting Wednesday, the 
agri chief said RFA5 rice 
will be priced at P43 per 
kilo, RFA25 at P35, and 
RFA100 at P33. 
	 At present, 
RFA5—comprising rice 
with no more than 5% 
broken grains—is sold at 
P45 per kilo, RFA25 at 
P38 a kilo, and RFA100 at 
P36 per kilo. The KADIWA 
ng Pangulo program will 
continue to provide rice at 
P29 per kilo for vulnera-
ble groups such as senior 
citizens, persons with dis-
abilities, solo parents, and 
individuals from indigent 
sectors.
	 Although inter-
national rice prices have 
eased, Secretary Tiu Lau-
rel reassured local farmers 
that the National Food Au-
thority (NFA) will procure 
palay from local farms at a 
price of P21–P23 per kilo, 
ensuring fair compensa-
tion for their harvests. He 
said the NFA has sufficient 
funding to support farmers 
and uphold its mandat-
ed rice buffer stock, now 
equivalent to 15 days of 
national consumption un-
der the revised Rice Tariffi-
cation Law.

	 To further stabi-
lize the rice market, Sec-
retary Tiu Laurel said the 
maximum suggested retail 
price (MSRP) for import-
ed rice and its coverage 
expanded nationwide. Be-
ginning February 15, the 
MSRP will be lowered to 
P52 per kilo from P55 a 
kilo, and reduced further 
to P49 by March 1. This 
gradual approach aims to 
mitigate potential market 
disruptions, he said.
	 The price re-
ductions align with global 
trends in the rice market, 
as well as President Ferdi-
nand Marcos Jr.’s decision 
in July to slash rice tariffs 
from 35 percent to 15 per-
cent. 
	 Secretary Tiu 
Laurel said economic man-
agers of President Marcos’ 
will soon review Executive 
Order 62 to assess wheth-
er rice tariff needs to be 
adjusted. He said, howev-
er, that he is only inclined 
to recommend a revision 
of the current tariff level 
if retail prices of imported 
rice ease to the P42-P45 
per kilo range.
	 Aside from rice, 
Secretary Tiu Laurel said 
the DA is also looking at 
implementing an MSRP on 
pork to address an exces-
sive gap between farm-
gate and retail prices. He 
described retail pork pric-
es of P400 per kilo or high-
er as “unreasonable.” 
	 He said a deci-
sion regarding the possi-
ble imposition of an MSRP 
for pork is expected by the 
end of February, with the 
aim of curbing profiteering.
	 “We are conduct-
ing a thorough analysis 
of the pork value chain,” 
the secretary said. “If 

evidence of profiteering 
emerges, we will not hes-
itate to institute an MSRP 
for pork.”

	 Currently, the 
farm-gate price of hogs 
stands at P240–P250 per 
kilogram.

people is upheld without 
fear, violence, or manipu-
lation.
	 Marbil then as-
sured the public that the 
PNP is fully committed to 
ensuring a secure, fair, 
and peaceful exercise of 
elections with a proactive 
collaboration with security 
agencies.
	 “Andito kami—
ang PNP, COMELEC, 
AFP, at PCG—for ac-
countability. In 100 days, 

cies to take down their 
page,” Rodriguez said.
	 Through the PNP 
Anti-Cybercrime Group 
(ACG), the police are more 
equipped to combat cyber-
crime, fake news and mis-
information to prevent any 
election-related violence 
and promote a secure vot-
ing environment. 
	 PNP recognizes 
the increasing influence 
of disinformation in elec-
tions and their close coor-
dination with social media 
companies allows them 
to properly investigate the 
sources of disinformation 
and possibly call for their 
account’s deactivation.
	 In a statement 
posted on Facebook, Mar-
bil stressed that every ef-
fort is being made by the 
PNP to protect the integrity 
of the democratic process, 
avoid misinformation that 
could mislead voters, and 
ensure that the will of the 

we want a safe election. 
But this is not just our re-
sponsibility; it is a shared 
accountability,” the PNP 
chief added.
	 Aside from going 
after sources of disinfor-
mation, PNP remains fo-
cused on eradicating the 
3G – or guns, goons, and 
gold that are central to the 
police’s campaign against 
any election-related vio-
lence, vote buying, and 
other corrupt practices 
during elections.

Aguinaldo, 2nd District 
Board Member Ram Re-
villa, and representatives 
from various government 
agencies, historical or-
ganizations, and civic 
groups.
	 The event was 
graced by officials from the 
National Historical Com-
mission of the Philippines, 
the Philippine National 
Police, the Bureau of Fire 
Protection, the Local Gov-
ernment Unit of Kawit, 
the Department of Edu-
cation-Kawit District, and 
the Veterans Federation 
of the Philippines-Region 
IV. Various Masonic orga-
nizations, including Emilio 
Aguinaldo Lodge No. 31, 
Gran Logia Nacional de 
Filipinas, Supremo Con-
sejo del Grado 33 para 

Filipinas, Gran Logia del 
Lejano Oriente-Islas Fili-
pinas, and PEAM-Lodge 
No.5, also participated in 
the tribute, along with the 
Aguinaldo Family.
	 The ceremony 
served as a reminder of 
Gen. Aguinaldo’s invalu-
able contributions to Phil-
ippine history, particularly 
his leadership in the fight 
for independence. The 
attendees reaffirmed their 
commitment to preserving 
and promoting his legacy 
for future generations. The 
provincial government of 
Cavite continues to up-
hold its role in keeping the 
memory of its esteemed 
hero alive, ensuring that 
his patriotism and dedica-
tion to the nation remain 
an inspiration to all Filipi-
nos. — OPIO

Cavite commemorates the 
61st death anniversary 
of Gen. Emilio Aguinaldo

her fourth year of college.
	 In their vegeta-
ble garden, Mylene and 
Bonifacio grow eggplant, 
chili peppers, corn, string 
beans, and tomatoes. But 
farming, like any seasonal 
business, doesn’t provide 
a consistent daily income. 
Recognizing this, they 
opened a small sari-sari 
store in 2006 to supple-
ment their earnings. That 
same year, Mylene be-
came a client of CARD 
Bank, securing a PHP 
5,000 loan to fund her 
store.
	 “When we fell 
short on capital, CARD 
Bank was there to help,” 
Mylene recalled. Over the 
years, she took out sever-
al loans, with the largest 
amounting to PHP 50,000, 
which she used to further 
grow her businesses.
	 In addition to her 
ventures, Mylene became 
a konek2CARD agent, fa-
cilitating transactions for 
fellow CARD Bank clients, 
including load purchases, 

withdrawals, and loan pay-
ments. “The branch and 
unit office is quite far from 
our area,” she explained. 
“If clients go there to with-
draw, they end up spend-
ing around PHP 400 on 
round-trip fare. That’s why 
I became a konek2CARD 
agent—to help them save 
on transportation costs.”
	 Through her 
experience, Mylene has 
learned valuable finan-
cial lessons. “Whenever 
you take out a loan, make 
sure to use it wisely,” she 
advised. “That way, you 
won’t struggle with repay-
ments, and you’ll maintain 
the trust of the institution.”
	 Looking ahead, 
Mylene is optimistic about 
the future. She hopes to 
further expand her sari-sa-
ri store, livestock busi-
ness, and piggery while 
continuing to support her 
family and community.
	 “Success doesn’t 
come overnight,” she said. 
“But with hard work, ded-
ication, and the right sup-
port, it’s possible.” PR



					   

The paper that stand for real values and gives you real value for money
3

Pointer
In Camarines Norte, army troops unearth 

a cache of NPA weapons and explosives

Pau Dela Cruz
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PUBLISHER CORNER
Tunay na Lingkod Bayan

	 On Thursday, February 
13, a cache of weapons and ex-
plosives belonging to the Commu-
nist Terrorist Group was found in 
Labo, Camarines Norte, thanks 
to information provided by a for-
mer NPA member. Together with 
the local police units in the area, 
troops from the Philippine Army’s 
2nd Infantry (Jungle Fighter) Divi-
sion’s 16th Infantry (Maglilingkod) 
Battalion responded to informa-
tion about the terrorist group’s 
hidden weapons and explosives 
in Barangay Baay of the afore-
mentioned municipality.
	 Numerous powerful 
weapons and explosives, includ-
ing four M16A1 rifles, one M14 
rifle, and one M1 carbine, were 
found in the cache by the authori-
ties. They also found five anti-per-
sonnel mines, seven improvised 
hand grenades, nine improvised 
switches, four rolls of detonating 
cords, fifty blasting caps, and five 
rolls of detonating cords.
	 “The recovery of these 
firearms not only weakens the 
terrorist group’s capability to sow 
violence but also indicates the 
dwindling number of NPA fighters 
that explains the arms cache,” 
said Major General Cerilo Balaoro 
Jr., Commander of the Army’s 2ID 
covering Southern Tagalog and 
parts of Bicol.

	 “The discovery of these 
anti-personnel mines is alarming. 
These improvised explosives used 
by the NPA as weapons, are pro-
hibited under the United Nations 
Anti-Personnel Mine Ban Conven-
tion and its presence in commu-
nities gravely endanger anybody 
particularly the civilian populace. 
Despite the risk posed by these 
illegal and indiscriminate explo-
sives, our troops remain commit-
ted to protecting the Filipino peo-
ple from such inhumane threat,” 
added Maj. Gen. Balaoro.
	 He added that the suc-
cessful operation also shows how 
the public is becoming more confi-
dent in the government’s attempts 
to put an end to local communist 
armed strife and bring about en-
during peace. Additionally, he ex-
horted the surviving NPA members 
to return to the folds of law en-
forcement and lead tranquil lives 
with their loved ones. 
	 As you may remember, on 
January 9, soldiers from 16IB also 
found an NPA weapons and explo-
sives cache in Barangay Exciban, 
which is located in the same mu-
nicipality. The cache included two 
(2) caliber.30 light machine guns, 
eight (different high-powered fire-
arms, and a number of improvised 
explosive devices and accesso-
ries.

PUSO PARA SA MGA LOLO’T LOLA: A 
VALENTINE’S DAY SPECIAL

	 Sa araw ng mga puso, walang mas 
hihigit pa sa paglalaan ng oras at pagmama-
hal sa ating mga minamahal na senior cit-
izens. Ngayong Valentine’s Day, hindi lang 
tayo nagdiwang—ipinaramdam natin na si-
la’y mahalaga, pinapahalagahan, at kailan-
man ay hindi nakakalimutan.
	 Sa kanilang bawat ngiti, kwento, at 
tawa, makikita natin ang tunay na diwa ng pagmamahal—walang pinipil-
ing edad, walang pinipiling pagkakataon. Salamat sa inyong pagmama-
hal at walang sawang pagbibigay ng inspirasyon sa amin!
	 Dahil sa Ramdam na Reporma, ang bawat puso ay may tahanan 
sa pagmamahal ng ating komunidad.

ALL-OUT SUPPORT PARA SA ANILAG FESTIVAL 2025!
	 Buo ang suporta natin sa mga Calambeñong lalahok sa Anilag 
Festival 2025! Ngayong araw, bumisita sa ating opisina ang lahat ng ka-
lahok upang ipakita ang kanilang dedikasyon at husay.
	 Bilang bahagi ng ating suporta, magkakaloob din tayo ng Finan-
cial Assistance upang matulungan silang maipakita ang pinakamahusay 
na talento at kulturang Calambeño sa grandest festival ng Laguna.
	 Sulong, Calamba! Ipakita natin ang ating galing sa Anilag 2025! 
MAAYOS NA SERBISYO PARA SA MGA NEGOSYANTENG CALAM-

BEÑO
	 Sa ilalim ng pamumuno ni Mayor Ross Rizal, ang bawat Calam-
beño ay Ramdam na Ramdam ang Reporma sa Lungsod ng Calamba. 
Kasama nito ang pagsusulong ng Inklusibong Pamamahala sa lahat ng 
hanay ng ating gobyerno.
	 Kasama dito ay ang pagtutok natin sa pagsasaayos ng serbisyo 
para sa mga may negosyo dito sa ating Lungsod. Lahat ng mga kinakail-
angang dokumento ay kaagad na nai-poproseso dahil sa ating Electronic 
Business One Stop Shop (E-BOSS). 
	 Bukod pa rito, ay minarapat nating makapagbigay ng Tulong Gu-
long - isang assistance program para sa mga Tricycle Operators and 
Drivers kung saan binigyan natin ang bawat isang rehistradong may 
prangkisa ng pinansyal na tulong. 
	 Ito ay ating ginagawa dahil bawat may negosyo, maliit man o 
malaki, ay bahagi ng progresibong ekonomiya ng ating Lungsod at kasa-
ma sila sa pag-unlad ng Bayan ng Bayani. 
	 Narito po ang Episode 6 ng ating Ramdam na Reporma Report, 
ang mga programa at serbisyo para sa mga NEGOSYANTENG CALAM-
BEÑO
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Mayor Ross Rizal Pours 
Love into Valentine’s 
Day Celebration for
Seniors in Calamba

	 Calamba City 
Mayor Roseller “Ross” H. 
Rizal led a heartwarming 
Valentine’s Day Special 
dedicated to senior cit-
izens, proving that love 
knows no age. Through 
his initiative “Puso Para sa 
Mga Lolo’t Lola,” the city 
government celebrated 
the occasion by honoring 
and appreciating the el-
derly, ensuring they felt 
valued and cherished.
	 “Sa araw ng mga 
puso, walang mas hihigit 
pa sa paglalaan ng oras 
at pagmamahal sa ating 
mga minamahal na senior 
citizens,” Mayor Rizal em-

PDA Laguna Hosts First Luzon 
South Kick-Off for 21st National 

Dental Health Month with Fun 
Run in Sta. Rosa

	 LAGUNA – The 
Philippine Dental Associa-
tion (PDA) Laguna Chap-
ter Inc. led the first-ever 
PDA Luzon South Kick-Off 
for the 21st National Den-
tal Health Month (NDHM) 
with a series of activities 
promoting oral health 
awareness. The event co-
incided with Laguna Oral 
Health Care Day, celebrat-
ed every second Tuesday 
of February.
	 The celebration 
began with a Fun Run at 
Sta. Rosa Business Park 
in Sta. Rosa, Laguna, 
where hundreds of par-
ticipants, including den-

Vice Governor Shernan Jaro, led the Women's Welfare Program at the Munic-
ipality of Indang, a vibrant celebration of women's strength, resilience, and 
impact on society. With a firm commitment to empowerment, the provincial 

government provided Php 2,000 in cash assistance to two thousand women, 
recognizing their vital contributions as nurturers, leaders, and changemakers. 

More than just financial aid, the initiative symbolized the province's dedica-
tion to uplifting women, ensuring they have the support and recognition they 

deserve as pillars of their families and communities.

phasized. He highlighted 
that beyond the festivities, 
the event was a testament 
to the administration’s 
commitment to caring for 
the elderly and fostering 
a stronger, more compas-
sionate community.
	 The celebration 
was filled with laughter, 
stories, and shared mo-
ments that reflected the 
true spirit of love and 
belonging. Seniors ex-
pressed gratitude for 
the thoughtful gathering, 
which made them feel re-
membered and respected.
	 Under Mayor 
Rizal’s “Ramdam na Re-

porma” governance, pro-
grams for the welfare of 
senior citizens remain a 
priority. “Ang bawat puso 
ay may tahanan sa pag-
mamahal ng ating ko-
munidad,” he reiterated, 
assuring that the city will 
continue to uplift and sup-
port its elderly population.
	 This Valentine’s 
event is just one of many 
initiatives aimed at foster-
ing inclusive development 
in Calamba, ensuring that 
every citizen—regardless 
of age—feels the warmth 
of genuine public service. 
	 (Edjun Mari-
posque)

tists, students, and local 
health advocates, joined 
in to promote fitness and 
oral health. The event 
set an energetic tone for 
the month-long advocacy 
campaign.
	 PDA President 
Dr. Ronnie Nuñez high-
lighted the importance 
of engaging activities in 
spreading oral health 
awareness. “The Fun Run 
symbolizes our commit-
ment to holistic well-be-
ing—good oral health 
goes hand in hand with an 
active lifestyle,” he said.
	 Meanwhile, Dr. 
Jen Yalung, Chairman of 

the 21st NDHM, empha-
sized the role of education 
and preventive care. “We 
are taking proactive steps 
to instill proper oral hy-
giene habits and provide 
essential dental services, 
especially to underserved 
communities,” she noted.
	 With the suc-
cessful kick-off in Laguna, 
PDA is set to roll out more 
initiatives nationwide, re-
inforcing its mission to 
enhance oral healthcare 
accessibility and strength-
en the dental profession in 
the Philippines.
	 (Edjun Mari-
posque)

	 The Women's 
Welfare Program of the 
Provincial Government 
of Cavite made its return 
to the City of General Tri-
as, recognizing the es-
sential role of women in 
building strong families, 
communities, and soci-
ety as a whole. As part 
of this uplifting initiative, 
2,000 women received 
Php 2,000 in financial as-
sistance—more than just 
aid, it was a statement of 
the province’s dedication 
to their empowerment and 
success.
	 Sixth District 
Board Member Morit Sison 
honored the event with his 

presence, reaffirming his 
strong support for women 
and acknowledging their 
vital role as the foundation 
of their families.
	 Beyond finan-
cial support, the program 

championed the power of 
women as catalysts for 
change, recognizing their 
strength, resilience, and 
limitless potential to drive 
progress and transforma-
tion.  - OPIO
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	 SM mallgoers 
have achieved something 
truly remarkable, donat-
ing 50,000 SM Bears of 
Joy to children in under-
served communities. In 
partnership with Toy King-
dom, this milestone was 
part of a record-breaking 
campaign where 100,000 
bears were sold, thanks 
to the collective generosi-
ty of shoppers who came 
together to brighten the 
season for those in need.
An annual initiative of 
SM Cares, the SM Bears 
of Joy campaign invites 
shoppers to purchase a 
pair of specially designed 
plush bears—one to keep 
and another to share. 
This year’s theme, “Hug-
a-Mood,” featured four 
unique bears: Mikah, the 
curious explorer; Ash, the 
shy friend; Bree, the spir-
ited adventurer; and Ron-
nie, the creative dream-
er, each embodying the 
warmth of the season.
Beyond the numbers, 
the true impact lies in the 
ripples of kindness this 
campaign created. Each 
donated bear represents 
a community united in 

Love Happens at SM Malls in Cavite
	 This Valentine’s Day, go beyond the usual and turn moments into memories 
at SM Malls in Cavite! Whether you’re planning a romantic rendezvous, a barkada 
date, or a solo self-love day, we’ve got everything to make your heart (and your feed) 
happy!
	 Date Like a Pro – Fancy dinner, chill coffee date, or a foodie adventure? 
Whatever your love language, our restaurants and cafés have exclusive Valentine’s 
Day menus and sweet couple deals just for you!

Double the love, double the indulgence! Treat yourself and a loved one to the 
ultimate feast—enjoy the cheesy, extra-thick goodness of S&R New York Style 
Pizza at SM City Trece Martires, or share a satisfying meal for two at Classic 

Savory in SM City Rosario. Because great food is always better when shared.
	 Gift-Giving, But With a Twist – Flowers? Check. Chocolates? Check. But why 
stop there? Find unique gifts.

Make Valentine’s sweeter with Mister Donut at SM Marketmall Dasmariñas! 
Their Valentine’s Bundles are the perfect all-in-one gift—delicious treats paired 

with thoughtful surprises—all at an affordable price. Share the love, one de-
lightful bite at a time! 

Make this Valentine’s unforgettable with the perfect gift! Fine jewelry from May-
et Dela Rosa at SM City Rosario is a timeless expression of love, while giant 

bears from Blue Magic at SM City Dasmariñas remain a classic favorite for all 
ages.

Level up your Valentine’s celebration with extra fun and sweetness!  Get an “In 
Love with You” quote tag from Tom’s World at SM City Tanza and make your 

V-Day moments even more special.
	 Valentine’s Day isn’t just about one day—it’s about making every moment 
count. So, whether you're here for romance, self-love, or just a good time, SM Malls in 
Cavite are where love happens!

SM mallgoers donate record-breaking 50,000 
Bears of Joy to kids in need

giving, spreading not just 
joy but hope, and showing 
that even small gestures 
can spark meaningful 
change.
	 In a truly heart-
warming display of gen-
erosity and compassion, 
the SM malls in Cagayan 
de oro in collaboration 
with Rotary Club Kalayaan 
Chapter, DSWD 10, and 
the dedicated members of 
JCI Macajalar24K, have 
brought joy, light, and 
much-needed hope to the 
lives of several vulnerable 
communities. The recipi-
ents included the resilient 
young girls at the Home 
for Girls, the children of 
the Leukemia Patients and 
Parents Organization (LE-
UPAPO), and the kids of 
the Daycare Development 
Center in Xavier Ecoville, 
Barangay Lumbia. This 
inspiring partnership not 
only helped uplift their spir-
its but also reminded them 
that they are not alone in 
their journey—proving 
that even in the face of 
unimaginable hardship, 
kindness and support can 
prevail.
	 “Conducting this 

community project gave 
us an avenue for active 
involvement in enriching 
our knowledge on com-
munity service, fostering 
a shared investment in the 
well-being of others, and 
encouraging engagement 
within and between JCI 
members, SM Care, and 
its beneficiaries,” said Ms. 
Richelle Starr Adorio, Vice 
President for Communi-
ty, JCI Macajalar24K. “It 
also strengthens our com-
munal bond as we work 
towards building a better, 
more supportive society 
for all.”
	 This initiative 
also reminds us that the 
holidays are a time to 
create special memories, 
especially for children 
who may not always feel 
the season’s merriness. 
Through the unwavering 
compassion of SM shop-
pers, the Bears of Joy 
initiative delivered smiles, 
warmth, and a powerful 
message of love to chil-
dren nationwide.
	 SM Cares is 
the corporate social re-
sponsibility arm of SM 
Supermalls, supporting 

initiatives focused on 
communities and the en-
vironment. Its advocacies 
include Programs for the 
Environment, Persons 
with Disabilities, Women 
& Breastfeeding Mothers, 
Children & Youth, Se-
nior Citizens, and the SM 
Bike-friendly initiative. To 
learn more about these 
programs, visit www.
smsupermalls.com/sm-
cares.


