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Calamba City —
The 2025 Liga ng mga
Barangay Congress,
themed “Excellence in Ba-
rangay Governance: Key
to Peace and Community
Safety,” brought together
all 54 barangay officials of
Calamba City for a mean-
ingful and inspiring Gener-
al Assembly led by Mayor
Roseller “Ross” H. Rizal.

In his address,
Mayor Ross Rizal high-
lighted the vital role of
grassroots leadership in
shaping a safer and more
progressive city.

“We celebrat-
ed the Calambayaning
Barangay Awards to rec-
ognize outstanding ba-
rangays that have shown
excellence and dedication
— barangays honored not

only in our city but across
the region and the coun-
try,” he said.

As a strong com-
mitment to local devel-
opment, the city govern-
ment also turned over the
Development Assistance
Fund to all 54 barangays,
ensuring that each com-
munity is equipped with
resources to improve ser-
vices, strengthen safety
initiatives, and promote
local growth.

“Truly, barangay
excellence is the key to a
peaceful and progressive
community,” Mayor Rizal
emphasized.

The event was
also attended by Laguna
Governor Sol Aragones,
who expressed her ap-
preciation for Calamba’s

united and proactive lead-
ership.

“It was a plea-
sure visiting the Liga ng
mga Barangay in Calam-
ba. Thank you Mayor
Ross Rizal, Vice May-
or Toti Lazaro, and ABC
President Eduardo Silva,”
she said.

Governor  Ara-
gones also shared major
updates for the benefit of
Calambaerios, including
the continued distribution
of free maintenance med-
icines through the Akay ni
Gob program at Hectan,
and the start of construc-
tion of a new five-story
hospital  building along
J.P. Rizal — a significant
investment in Laguna’s
healthcare system.

The 2025 Baran-
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gay Congress showcased Calamba City’s unified effort to empower communities, cel-
ebrate exemplary leadership, and deliver tangible improvements for every resident.
(Edjun Mariposque)
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QUEZON PROVINCE,
NAGLUNSAD NG SEMINAR
PARA PALAKASIN ANG
STRUGTURAL ASSESSMENT
NG MGA GUSALI AT
IMPRASTRUKTURA
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A total of 525
student participants from
30 schools across Cavite
gathered for the 2025
Cavite Entrepreneur-
ship Students Confer-

MULA SA BAYAN, PARA SA BAYAN

ence themed “Empower-
ing Future Entrepreneurs

through Digitalization,
Sustainability, and Innova-
tion” held on November 27,
2025, at the City of Imus

Sports Complex. The
event aimed to empow-
er the next generation of
Cavitefio entrepreneurs
through discussions on

cont. on page 7
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Sa panahon ngayon na dumarami ang gu-
magamit ng Light Electric Vehicles (LEVs) at e-bikes
bilang pang-araw-araw na sakay, lumalakas din ang
usaping dapat ba silang payagang dumaan sa mga
national highway. Marami ang natatakot, marami ang
nalilito, at marami rin ang basta na lamang nagsasa-
bing “bawal sila kasi delikado.

Ngunit kung susuriing mabuti, ang ganitong
pag-iisip ay hindi akma sa prinsipyo ng ating Konsti-
tusyon—ang equal protection of the law. Equal protec-
tion of the law it means wag total ban pwede limitahan
sa kalsada sa mga Private Road at Barangay Roads
tulad ng mga Tricycle.

Ang sinasabi ng Saligang Batas ay simple:
dapat pantay ang pagpapatupad ng batas sa lahat ng
tao at lahat ng uri ng sasakyang ginagamit sa pampub-
likong kalsada. Kung ang mga sasakyang gumagamit
ng gasolina ay sakop ng LTO, gayundin dapat ang
mga LEV na ginagamit bilang transportasyon sa pare-
hong kalsada sakop din sila ng LTO. Pareho silang
transportation vehicles; pareho silang may karapatang
protektahan at i-regulate — hindi i-discriminate.

Totoo: mas delikado ang LEVs sa national
highways. Hindi sila designed para sa bilis ng ibang
motor vehicle. Mas magaan sila, mas mababa ang
top speed, at mas mataas ang risk kapag nakipagsa-
bayan sa malalaking sasakyan. Pero ang solusyon ba
ay total ban? Hindi.

“PROTEKSYON, HINDI DISKRIMINASYON:
ANG TAMANG PAGTRATO SA LEVS SA NATIONAL HIGHWAY”

Ang tamang solusyon ay proteksiyon, hindi
PAGTABOY.

Bigyan ng pagkakataon na kumuha ng Lisen-
sya at Rehistro ang mga LEV’s at mabigyan ng PROP-
ER TRAINING para maiwasan ang mga sinasabi ng iba
na sila ay KAMOTE. Ang pagiging KAMOTE ay hindi
lamang sa LEV’s kundi nasa TAONG nagmamaneho.

Kung tunay na layunin ng gobyerno ang ka-
ligtasan, hindi dapat outright prohibition ang unang
hakbang. Dapat pag-aralan ang tamang klasipikasyon,
magtakda ng mga speed limits, maglagay ng designated
lanes, magbigay ng safety requirements tulad ng ilaw,
reflector, protective gear, at education programs. Hin-
di limitado ang solusyon; marami ang pwedeng gawin.
Pero ang pagbawal agad? lyan ang madaling sagot pero
maling direksyon.

Hindi ginagawang bawal ang mga TRICYCLE
dahil sila ay REHISTRADO at LISENSYADO ngunit sa
usapin ng kaligtasan dapat limitahan sa mga National
Highway.Hindi rin ginagawang bawal ang bisikleta sa
mga lugar na walang alternative route.

Bakit? Dahil sila ay transportation vehicles at
may tungkulin ang gobyerno na protektahan ang bawat
mamamayan, hindi pili lang.

Ganyan din dapat ang trato sa LEVs.

Ang tunay na diwa ng batas ay hindi upang pig-
ilan ang mahihirap o low-speed commuters, kundi upang
tiyakin na lahat ng gumagamit ng kalsada ay ligtas at

may patas na oportunidad

likong daan. Hindi dapat maging hadlang ang kung
anong makina ang nagpapandar sa sasakyan—gas-

olina man o kuryente.

Sa huli, ang panawagan ay malinaw:
Regulasyon, oo. Proteksiyon, oo. Diskrimi-

nasyon, hindi.

Kung kailangan baguhin ang EVIDA LAW
baguhin, o gumawa ng batas. Kung kailangan ng
standards, magtakda ng standards. Ang hindi ka-
tanggap-tanggap ay ang solusyong “bawal ka kasi
delikado ka,” dahil ang tunay na layunin ng batas
ay hindi pahirapan ang mamamayan, kundi panga-

lagaan sila.

Sa mga gumagamit ng e-bike at LEVs,
tandaan: may obligasyon kayong sumunod sa regu-
lasyon. Pero may karapatan din kayong hindi basta
pagb bawalan nang walang makatuwirang batayan.
Ang kalsada ay para sa lahat — at ang batas ay para
protektahan, hindi para magtaboy.

Ang editorial na ito ay batay sa pangkalaha-
tang interpretasyon ng umiiral na batas at prinsipyo
ng equal protection. Hindi ito maituturing na legal
advice o opisyal na pahayag ng anumang ahensya

ng pamahalaan. Para sa

mainam kumonsulta sa kwalipikadong legal expert o
sa mismong ahensiyang may hurisdiksiyon tulad ng

LTO.

na gumamit ng pampub-

partikular na kaso, mas

CALAMBA...

CRAVITE...

Provincial Gov-
ernment of Cavite warmly
welcomed officials from
the Bangsamoro Auton-
omous Region in Mus-
lim Mindanao (BARMM)
during a courtesy visit and
benchmarking activity held
on November 26, at the
Office of the Governor.

Representing
Governor Abeng Remul-
la, Chief of Staff Mr. Fer-
dinand A. Belamide and
Provincial Tourism Officer
Ms. Elinia Imelda Rozelle
S. Sangalang personal-
ly received the BARMM
delegation, which was
headed by DOT Regional
Director Marites Maguin-
dra. The Cavite officials
extended the province’s
appreciation for selecting
Cavite as one of their key
learning and collaboration
sites.

The visit formed
part of BARMM'’s continu-
ing initiative to strengthen
interregional cooperation
and adopt best practices
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in governance, develop-
ment planning, and tour-
ism enhancement.

Cavite officials
shared insights on the
province’s progressive
governance framework,
innovative  development
programs, and tourism
strategies that continue to
drive its economic growth.

As a gesture of
goodwill, the Provincial
Government of Cavite
presented the guests with
a simple token of appre-
ciation handcrafted by
Habing Maragondon, a
proud local cultural en-
terprise that highlights
Cavitefio  craftsmanship
and tradition.

The benchmark-
ing activity concluded with
a shared interest in further
exploring avenues for co-
operation, reinforcing both
regions’ commitment to
advancing regional devel-
opment through strength-
ened intergovernmental
partnerships. - R. Dones
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Calamba City —
Calamba’s  commitment
to environmental steward-
ship and good governance
reached a new milestone
as the city, under the
leadership of Mayor Ross
Rizal, secured two major
recognitions in the 2024
LGU Compliance Assess-
ment.

Mayor Ross
Rizal proudly announced
the city’'s latest accom-
plishments,  highlighting
both the achievement and
the shared mission behind
them.

“Ipinagmamala-
ki natin ang pagkamit ng
86.99% rating sa 2024
LGU Compliance Assess-
ment, patunay ng ating
matatag na pangako sa
mahusay na pamamahala
at tuloy-tuloy na pagsunod
sa Manila Bay Clean-up,
Rehabilitation, and Pres-
ervation Program (MB-
CRPP).”

(We proudly
achieved an 86.99% rat-
ing in the 2024 LGU Com-
pliance Assessment, proof
of our strong commitment
to good governance and
consistent compliance
with the Manila Bay Clean-
up, Rehabilitation, and

Preservation Program.)

He added:

“Hindi lamang
ito—nakamit din ng ating
lungsod ang Gold Award
(Provincial Level — City
Category) para sa 2024
LGU Compliance Assess-
ment.

Isang  pagkila-
la sa ating natatanging
performance at walang
humpay na pagsusumikap
para sa pangangalaga ng
kapaligiran.”

(Not only that—
our city also earned the
Gold Award (Provincial
Level — City Category) in
the 2024 LGU Compliance
Assessment. This recogni-
tion affirms our exception-
al performance and relent-
less efforts in protecting
the environment.)

Mayor Rizal also
expressed gratitude to the
Department of the Interior
and Local Government:

“Maraming
salamat sa DILG IV-A sa
tiwala at mga pagkilalang
ibinigay sa ating lungsod.
Patuloy tayong magsisilbi,
kikilos, at magtutulungan
para sa isang mas malinis,
mas ligtas, at mas maun-
lad na Calamba!”

(Thank you to

DILG IV-A for the trust and
recognition given to our
city.

We will continue
to serve, take action, and
work together for a clean-
er, safer, and more pro-
gressive Calamba!)

With these dual

IERomeRGENH

accolades, Calamba once
again positions itself as a
leading city in the region—
dedicated to compliance,
environmental protection,
and community-centered
progress under the leader-
ship of Mayor Ross Rizal.

(Edjun Mariposque)
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QUEZONIANS...

Nagtagisan ng
galing sa pagluluto ng iba’t
ibang uri ng pastries ang
mga kalahok mula sa iba'’t
ibang bayan at lungsod
ng Quezon sa idinaos na
Pastry Making Competi-
tion ngayong Disyembre
11 sa harap ng Quezon
Convention Center sa
Lungsod ng Lucena.

Bahagi ang na-
turang paligsahan ng
Paskong Quezonian 2025,

na naglalayong itampok at
bigyang-pagkilala ang tal-
ento ng mga Quezonian
sa larangan ng culinary
arts. Layunin din nitong
makapagbigay ng mas
malawak na oportunidad
sa mga lokal na tagapa-
gluto upang maipakita
ang kanilang natatanging
kasanayan sa paggawa
ng de-kalidad na baked
products.

Ipinamalas ng
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bawat kalahok na dele-
gasyon ang kanilang hu-
say sa baking, creativity,
presentation, at technical
skills sa pamamagitan ng
paglikha ng kani-kanilang
signature pastries. Bawat
obra ay nagbigay-diin sa
kakaibang timpla, disenyo,
at konsepto, na lalo pang
nagpasigla sa masayang
pagdiriwang ng Kapasku-
han sa lalawigan.

By: Sol Luzano

LALAWIGAN...

Disyembre 12,
2025

Quezon at Ka-
lakhang Luzon

Magandang
araw! Narito ang pinaka-
huling lagay ng panahon.

Sa lalawigan ng
Quezon, asahan ngayong
araw ang maulap hang-
gang makulimlim na ka-
langitan na may pag-ulan
0 mga panaka-nakang
pag-ambon, at posible
ring magkaroon ng thun-
derstorms pagdating ng
hapon. May epekto rin ang
amihan at shear line, kaya
inaasahan ang mga local-
ized rains lalo na sa silan-
gan at sentral na bahagi

ng Luzon.

Temperatura ay
nasa 26 hanggang 28
degrees Celsius, ngunit
maaaring mas  mainit
ang pakiramdam dahil sa
mataas na halumigmig.
Mataas din ang cloud cov-
er kaya may tsansa ng
patchy rain sa umaga at
hapon.

Sa kalagayan ng
panahon sa buong bansa,
marami pa ring lugar ang
makakaranas ng maulap
na papawirin at pag-ulan.

Patuloy ang
epekto ng La Nifa, kaya
tumataas ang tiyansa ng
madalas na pag-ulan,
maging ng flash floods at

MEROMEAGENN

landslides, lalo na sa mga
mabababang lugar.

Sa Metro Manila
at mga Kkaratig-rehiyon,
posible ang mga pananda-
liang ambon at maulap na
kalagayan, partikular na
sa hapon hanggang gabi.
Paalala sa publiko:

— Maging handa
sa biglaang pag-ulan lalo
na sa hapon.

— Patuloy na
mag-monitor ng mga abi-
so mula sa PAGASA para
sa mga babala sa ulan,
baha, at lakas ng hangin.

— Huwag kalimu-
tang magdala ng payong o
raincoat kapag lalabas.

By: Sol Luzano

QUEZON..

Upang matiyak
ang kaligtasan at tibay
ng mga pampublikong
gusali at iba pang impra-
struktura sa Lalawigan ng
Quezon, matagumpay na
isinagawa ang Orienta-
tion/Seminar on Structural
Assessments of Buildings
and Other Infrastructures
noong Disyembre 9 sa
M.l. Sevilla's Resort, Brgy.
Domoit, Lucena City.

Pinangunahan
ang aktibidad ng Provin-
cial Engineering’s Office
(PEO) sa pamumuno nina

Engr. Johnny Pasatiempo,
Engr. Ferdinand J. Mufioz,
at Engr. Leticia T. Emrado-
ra, katuwang si Sir Niel A.
Parco mula sa Provincial
Disaster Risk Reduction
and Management Office
(PDRRMO). Dinaluhan ito
ng mga kawani mula sa
PEO at Provincial General
Services Office (PGSO).
Tinalakay sa na-
turang seminar ang ma-
hahalagang proseso sa
structural assessment,
kabilang ang tamang
paraan ng inspeksyon,

MEROMEAGENN

wastong dokumentasyon,
at pagtalima sa mga iti-
nakdang pamantayan
para sa pagsusuri ng mga
gusali at imprastrukturang
pagmamay-ari ng pama-
halaan.

Tiniyak  naman
ng Pamahalaang Pan-
lalawigan na ipagpapat-
uloy ang ganitong uri ng
pagsasanay upang map-
anatili ang ligtas, matatag,
at maaasahang impras-
traktura para sa lahat ng
Quezonian.

By: Sol Luzano

Muling  pinanin-
digan ng Department of
Justice na wala pa silang
natatanggap na ‘warrant
of arrest’ laban kay Sen.
Bato Dela Rosa mula In-
ternational Criminal Court.

Ayon kay Pros-
ecutor General Richard
Anthony Fadullon, wala pa
silang nakikita na opisyal
na kopya ng naturang do-
kumento.

Ito’y sa kabila ng
ihayag ni former Presiden-

tial Spokesperson Atty.
Harry Roque na mayroon
na sila umanong natang-
gap na warrant kontra sa
mambabatas.

Kung kaya't sa
naganap na pulong bali-
taan, kanyang mariing sin-
abi ang paninindigan ng
kagawaran na wala pa rin
silang nakikita o natatang-
gap na kopya ng sinasa-
bing dokumento.

Dadaan pa muna
raw ito sa Department of
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Foreign Affairs at Philip-
pine Center on Transna-
tional Crime bago mai-
paalam sa Department of
Justice.

Magugunitang
una na ring ibinunyag
ni  Ombudsman Jesus
Crispin ‘Boying’ Remul-
la na mayroon ng inisyu
ang International Tribunal
na arrest warrant laban
kay Sen. Dela Rosa ka-
makailan.

By: Sol Luzano

KAPITOLYO...

Naghatid muli
ng mga mahahalagang
kaganapan ang Pama-
halaang Panlalawigan ng
Quezon ngayong linggong
ito, tampok ang iba't ibang
programa at inisyatibang
naglalayong isulong ang
ekonomiya, kalusugan,
kahandaan sa sakuna,
kasarian at kaunlaran,
sports development, at
pagpapatibay ng kultura at
kasaysayan.

Matagumpay na
idinaos ang 3-Days CALA-
BARZON Coffee Expo sa
Quezon Convention Cen-
ter kung saan tampok ang
mga lokal na coffee grow-
ers, processors, at entre-
preneurs. Layunin nitong
palakasin ang industriya
ng kape sa rehiyon at ma-
bigyan ng mas malawak
na merkado ang mga pro-
duktong gawang Quezon.

Samantala,
nagtungo si Governor An-
gelina “Doktora Helen”
Tan sa Kongreso upang
dumalo sa pagdinig kaug-
nay ng implementasyon
ng Universal Health Care

(UHC) Act, bilang bahagi
ng patuloy na adbokasiya
ng lalawigan para sa mas
abot-kaya at epektibong
serbisyong medikal para
sa bawat Quezonian.

Isinagawa
naman sa Kapitolyo ang
malawakang earthquake
at emergency response
drill bilang paghahanda
sakaling magkaroon ng
anumang sakuna. Katu-
wang dito ang iba’t ibang
emergency units upang
masiguro ang mabilis na
pagtugon sa oras ng pan-
gangailangan.

Sa usapin naman
ng gender and develop-
ment, pinangunahan ng
PGAD Office ang pagdiri-
wang ng Men’s Day at ang
pagpulong ng Barangay
VAW Desk, na naglalay-
ong palakasin ang kampa-
nya laban sa karahasan at
isulong ang mas inklusibo-
ng komunidad.

Mahigit 13,000
atleta mula sa iba’'t ibang
bayan at lungsod ang
lumahok sa makasay-
sayang pagbubukas ng
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Palarong Quezon 2025,
na layuning palakasin ang
sportsmanship at talento
ng kabataan sa iba’'t ibang
larangan ng palakasan.

Ipinagkaloob
naman ng National His-
torical Commission of
the Philippines (NHCP)
ang isang panandang
pangkasaysayan para sa
bantayog ni Pangulong
Manuel L. Quezon, bil-
ang pagkilala sa kanyang
malaking ambag sa ban-
sa. Malugod din na ti-
nanggap ni Gov. Tan ang
donasyong obra-maestra
mula sa artista at philan-
thropist na si Maria Pure-
za Escafo, na inaasahang
magiging mahalagang ba-
hagi ng cultural collection
ng lalawigan.

At bilang hudyat
ng masayang pagdiriwang
ng kapaskuhan, opisyal
nang pinailawan ang
makukutitap na Christmas
decorations sa buong Ka-
pitolyo, na ngayon ay dina-
rayo ng mga mamamayan
para sa kanilang Paskong
Quezonian experience.

By: Sol Luzano

Inanunsiyo ni
Senate President Vicente
Sotto Il ang pag-urong
sa schedule ng pulong
ng bicameral conference
committee para sa 2026
national budget.

Sinabi ni Sotto na
nagpasya ang chambers
ng Kongreso na gawin na
lamang sa Sabado, Disy-

embre 13 ang pulong at sa
halip na sa Biyernes, Disy-
embre 12.

Hiniling umano
ng mga technical staff
ng House at Senate na
i-urong ng isang araw para
maayos ang ilang detalye
ng matrix ganun din ang
ilang probisyon.

Tiniyak din nito
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na ang lahat ng mga de-
talye ay naisasapubliko
para sa transparency kung
saan susuriin ng House of
Representatives ang ber-
syon ng Senado ng bud-
get ganun din ang gagaw-
in nila sa inaprubahang
budget ng House

By: Sol Luzano

CRVITE EMPOWERS...

digitalization, sustainabili-
ty, and innovation.

Spearheaded by
the Office of the Provincial
Cooperative Development
Officer (OPCDO), the con-
ference opened with mes-
sages from provincial and
local leaders, highlighting
the important role of youth
in shaping the future of
business and community
development.

One of the
event's key highlights
was the keynote speech
delivered by Hon. Paolo
Benigno “Bam” Aquino 1V,
Senator and Chairperson
of the Committee on Sci-
ence and Technology. His
address inspired the stu-
dents to embrace creativ-
ity, social responsibility,
and innovation in pursuing
entrepreneurial ventures.

Throughout the
day, participants engaged
in learning sessions fea-
turing industry profession-
als, including discussions
on the Start-Up Mindset
by Dr. Leo Manansala,
Vice Dean, College of Pro-
fessional and Graduate
Studies of DLSU-D, Sus-
tainable entrepreneurship
led by Mr. Julius Tibayan,
Owner of Cocidado con el
Corazon, and Digital trans-
formation in Entrepreneur-
ship: Harnessing Technol-
ogy for Growth by Prof.
Ronilo M. Balbieran, Vice
President of Research and
Institutional Development
(REID) Foundation.

The event culmi-
nated with the awarding
ceremony for the Search
for the Most Innovative
and Sustainable Products,
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showcasing  student-led
business concepts that re-
flected creativity, eco-con-
sciousness, and market
viability.

Swizzle Sparks
of the City College of
Tagaytay secured the
first place; Peelicious of
De La Salle University—
Dasmarifias ranked sec-
ond; and Tamies Brites
of Cavite State University
Imus Campus completed
the roster as third place.

The 2025 Cavite
Entrepreneurship Stu-
dents Conference suc-
cessfully strengthened the
province’s commitment to
nurturing young innova-
tors and building a com-
munity of future-ready en-
trepreneurs dedicated to
sustainable development.

— R. Tanael
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Success doesn’t
happen instantly. It is built
one step, one commit-
ment, and one brave deci-
sion at a time. For Snooky
Sardan, becoming suc-
cessful in their business
venture wasn’t about luck,
but about being hands-on,
working hard every day,
and never being afraid
to take a significant risk.
What began as a simple
effort to support her family
soon grew into a thriving
business.

Snooky grew up
in Antique in a family of
seven siblings with farmer
parents. She graduated
with a Bachelor of Science
in Business Administration
in 2006 from the University
of Antique. After studying,
she worked as a custom-
er service representative,
then as a cashier, and
later as a supervisor in
a membership shopping
warehouse in Manila.

In 2014, she
married the love of her life,
Rex L. Sardan. When they
had their first child in 2015,
she left her work in Manila
and moved with her family
to Oriental Mindoro to fo-
cus on raising their child.
However, things did not
go as smoothly as hoped.
Even with her attention
focused on their growing
family, financial challeng-
es arose as they struggled
to meet their needs. It took
them two years to move
into their own home.

How the flame started

In 2019, they
decided to start a busi-
ness. Little did they know
that this step would spark
growth in both their live-
lihood and their dreams.
They established a Lique-
fied Petroleum Gas (LPG)
trading business with a
single primary brand.

Aside from the
practicality of LPG not be-
ing perishable, they also
wanted to provide for the
daily household needs of
their community.

With PHP
150,000 as their initial
capital, drawn from the
savings they had accumu-
lated over the years, they
purchased 100 cylinders
to get started.

And with that,
Sardan LPG Trading was

SnookyA Sardan a proud CARD Bank cllent from
Oriental Mindoro, stands fulfilled and driven beside
the filled LPG tanks of Sardan LPG Trading.

born.

he beginning
was far from easy. To
ensure they always had
stock and could continue
serving customers, they
worked hard and mar-
keted persistently, using
face-to-face, door-to-door,
and person-to-person
methods. They introduced
and promoted their ser-
vices across their munic-
ipality in Naujan, Oriental
Mindoro. And it worked!
Households, stores, bak-
eries, eateries, and roast-
ing businesses regularly
bought tanks and refills
from them.

Later, they add-
ed two more LPG brands
to serve a broader mar-
ket. Each year, they also
added approximately 80
cylinders to their invento-
ry, thereby strengthening
their supply availability
across various areas in
the municipality. They
eventually established
multiple outlets as well.

But growth is
not always smooth. They
faced several uncontrol-
lable challenges, includ-
ing inflation that affected
their profit margins and
competition from new LPG
dealers in their area. This
pushed them to lower their
prices beyond their ideal
rate.

Still, because
they had already earned
the trust of their communi-
ty, customers stayed loyal.
Many even recommended
them to others, helping
their business continue to
grow despite the challeng-
es.

What Fuels the
Flame More

In 2021, Snooky

became a client of CARD
Bank, a microfinance-ori-
ented rural bank, along
with  her mother-in-law.
She availed a PHP 10,000
loan to expand their LPG
business further and in-
vest in mobile financial
services such as money
transfers and load selling.
This helped support their
household as they contin-
ued to grow.

The following
year, they hired a delivery
staff to assist with opera-
tions. Yet, they remained
very hands-on with the
business, still passionately
doing their part and taking
their role in the manage-
ment.

Because the
business involves flamma-
ble products, they also in-
vested in safety measures,
including fire extinguish-
ers, BFP inspections, and
compliance with risk-re-
duction requirements.

In 2024, CARD
Bank offered them a PHP
200,000 loan, which they
used to start another busi-
ness supplying calamansi
fruits. Each harvest earns
them around PHP 70,000,
in addition to their contin-
uously growing LPG busi-
ness.

Snooky is deep-
ly grateful for the support
that helped her family
grow and explore new
business  opportunities.
With financial assistance
and benefits such as sav-
ings and insurance, she
hopes others can expe-
rience the same level of
guidance and opportunity
that transformed their fam-
ily’s journey.

Keeping the fire
burning

CALAMBA CITY,
Laguna — The City Gov-
ernment of Calamba has
officially launched the “Tu-
long Gulong para sa Tri-
cycle Operators & Drivers
Assistance (TODA)”, pro-
viding much-needed sup-
port to the city’s hardwork-
ing tricycle drivers, widely
regarded as modern-day
heroes of the road.

Led by Mayor
Roseller “Ross” H. Rizal,
the initial distribution ben-
efited 1,770 TODA mem-
bers from the barangays
of Banlic, Mapagong, San
Cristobal, Paciano Rizal,
Parian, Bagong Kalsa-
da, Masili, Sucol, Bucal,

Halang, and Pansol. The

activity was held at the
Jose Rizal Coliseum,
gathering drivers from var-
ious parts of the city under
one unified program of as-
sistance.

The Tulong Gu-
long initiative underscores
the city administration’s
continuing commitment to
uplift the transport sector,
recognizing the vital role of
tricycle drivers in Calam-
ba’s daily mobility and lo-
cal economy.

Mayor Rizal em-
phasized that sustained
support for TODA mem-
bers is part of the city’s
broader goal of inclusive

growth and people-cen-
tered governance.

The city govern-
ment assured that the pro-
gram will continue in the
coming days, with more
barangays set to receive
assistance.

TODA members
are encouraged to stay
updated on the upcoming
schedules for their respec-
tive communities.

With “serbisyong
may malasakit” at its core,
the Tulong Gulong pro-
gram reflects Calamba’s
dedication to ensuring that
no hardworking Calam-
befio is left behind.

(Edjun Mariposque)

For six years,
their business has en-
abled them to make signif-
icant progress. They have
acquired motorcycles,
tricycles, and an elf truck,
which they also use for
deliveries. Today, they sell
around 300 to 350 cylin-
ders per month, or rough-
ly 3,600 cylinders a year.
But they are not stopping
there.

They plan to ex-
pand their LPG outlets be-
yond District 1 in Oriental
Mindoro and increase their
storage capacity.

They are also

planning to establish a
gasoline station to provide
affordable fuel services in
their community, building
a long-term business that
their children can inherit.

When asked
about their secret, Snooky
emphasizes the impor-
tance of focus, consistent
monitoring, and hands-on
supervision.

She also advises
exploring additional busi-
nesses that you can man-
age well.

Snooky and her
husband are living proof
that aspiring entrepre-

neurs should not be afraid
to take a chance. As long
as there is an opportuni-
ty, grab it and manage it
wisely.

And, of course,
always be a responsible
payer to those you have
credited in investment.

Today, with their
three children, they contin-
ue to work hard and keep
the flame of persistence
burning. Who would have
thought that filling tanks
would not only fuel the
kitchen stoves of their
customers, but also their
dreams and visions?

PUBLISHER CORNER

"BAKIT MAHALAGANG MAY
LISENSYA AT REHISTRO ANG BAWAT
SASAKVAN AT DRIVER?"

Sa gitna ng
: patuloy na pagdami ng
: mga sasakyan sa ating
: mga kalsada, mada-
: las nating marinig ang
: argumento na “kahit
. may lisensya at rehis-
: tro, naaaksidente pa rin
. naman.” Totoo ito—dahil
: ang aksidente ay hindi
: lamang nakabatay sa
. dokumento, kundi sa
asal, disiplina, at pag-
: galang ng bawat motor-
. ista sa kapwa. Ngunit
: mahalagang maun-
¢ awaan na ang lisensya
. at rehistro ay hindi gina-
. wa para gawing immune
: ang isang driver sa aks-
. idente. Ginawa ito upa-
< ng limitahan, kontrolin,
:at mapigilan ang mas
¢ malalang sitwasyon sa
. ating mga kalsada.

: Ang lisensya
¢ ay hindi piraso ng plas-
. tik. Ito’y patunay na ang
. isang tao ay dumaan sa
tamang pagsusulit, may
: sapat na kaalaman sa
batas trapiko, at may ka-

kayahang magmaniobra
nang ligtas. Kung walang
lisensya, papaano mo
masisiguro na ang isang
motorista ay marunong
huminto, umiwas, o mag-
bigay-daan? Paano mo
mapapanagot ang isang
driver kung maging san-
hi siya ng aksidente? Sa
lisensya nagsisimula ang
responsibilidad at panana-
gutan.

Ganito rin ang
kahalagahan ng rehistro
ng sasakyan. Hindi ito
simpleng sticker o papel.
Ilto ang pagkakakilanlan
ng sasakyan—kung kani-
no ito nakapangalan, kung
ligtas ba itong gamitin,
at kung nasa kondisyon
bang pumasa sa mga
pamantayan ng gobyerno.

Kapag may
nangyaring insidente, ang
rehistro ang nagbibigay
ng malinaw na direksyon
sa imbestigasyon, at ito
rin ang nagtitiyak na hindi
basta-basta nakakalusot
ang mga sasakyang de-

/
s

likado o iligal na nasa
kalsada.

Hindi man ga-
rantiya ang lisensya at
rehistro para maiwasan
ang lahat ng aksiden-
te, ito ang sandigan ng
kaayusan at kaligtasan.
Itinatakda nito ang min-
imum na pamantayan
ng pagiging isang re-
sponsableng motorista.
Kung wala nito, magig-
ing ligaw at magulo ang
daloy ng trapiko—pa-
rang kalsadang pinatak-
bo ng swerte at hulaan.

Kaya't kung
tunay nating hangad
ang mas ligtas na kal-
sada, magsisimula ito
sa pagrespeto sa mga
pangunahing doku-
mentong ito. Dahil ang
lisensya at rehistro ay
hindi lamang para sa
driver—kundi para sa
kapakanan ng buong
sambayanan.

Cavite MSMEs BizCon champions lllgltal
empowerment ,mr Incal entrenreneurs

The 2025 Cavite
MSMEs Business Confer-
ence (BizCon) gathered
micro, small, and medium
enterprise owners, gov-
ernment partners, and in-
dustry experts on Novem-
ber 28 at Elijah Hotel and
Residences, City of Das-
marifias. Organized by the
Office of the Provincial Co-
operatives Development
Officer (OPCDO) in co-
operation with DTI-Cavite
and the Cavite Small and
Medium Enterprises De-
velopment Council (CaS-
MEDC), this year's event
carried the theme “Em-
powering MSMEs in the
Digital Era: Building Trust,
Security, and Innovation.”
The conference aimed to
equip local enterprises
with the necessary tools
and knowledge to thrive in
an increasingly technolo-
gy-driven market.

In her opening
message, CaSMEDC

Chair Tere3|ta Leabres un-
derscored the importance
of digitalization in sus-
taining business growth
and ensuring long-term
competitiveness. DTI IV-A
Assistant Regional Direc-
tor Revelyn Cortez also
expressed her support,
noting CaSMEDC's con-
tinuous efforts to cham-
pion MSME development
and describing the annual
conference as a legacy
that will benefit future gen-
erations of entrepreneurs.

DTI Cavite
OIC-Provincial Director

MULA SA BAYAN, PARA SA BAYAN

Lilibeth R. Chavez intro-

duced keynote speak-
er Assistant Secretary
Leonila T. Baluyut, DBA, of
the DTI Competitiveness
and Innovation Group,
who delivered her mes-
sage through a recorded
video. ASEC Baluyut high-
lighted trust, security, and
innovation as key pillars
that will empower MSMEs
to succeed in the digital
economy.

Setting the tone
for the discussion, Ms.
Liza C. Gabatan, Entre-
preneurial Division Head
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Pau Dela Cruz

Makahuluhang Unang Pasko sa Kapitolyo,
Pinangunahan ni Gov. Sol Aragones

I

I

I

I

I

| Nag-uumapaw ang kasi-
yahan at diwa ng Pasko sa Laguna

| Sports Complex nang pamunuan ni
Governor Sol Aragones ang kanyang

| kauna-unahang Christmas celebra-
tion kasama ang mga empleyado ng

I Pamahalaang Panlalawigan ng Lagu-
na.

I Pinagsama-sama ng maku-
lay na pagtitipon ang mga pinuno ng
departamento, kawani, utility staff,

I board members at mga panauhing
delegado sa isang gabi ng pasas-

I alamat, pagkakaisa, at masayang
pagsasama.

| Binuksan ng Provincial Ad-
ministrator Atty. Nathalie Velasquez

| ang programa sa isang mensaheng
nagbigay-pugay sa dedikasyon ng

| bawat empleyado.
“Para po sa inyong lahat ito,
| sa lahat po ng empleyado ng Provin-
cial Government of Laguna,” aniya, na

I binigyang-diin ang kahalagahan ng
pagtutulungan sa patuloy na pag-u

I nlad ng lalawigan.

Sa kanyang mensahe, iniha-
yag ni Gov. Aragones ang labis na pa-

I sasalamat sa mainit na pagtanggap
sa kanya bilang bagong gobernador.

| “Excited kami ngayong araw
na ito dahil ito ang unang Pasko

| namin sa Kapitolyo. Sa inyong lahat
na tumanggap sa amin dito, maram-

I
I
I
I
I
ing salamat po,” pahayag niya. I
Idinagdag din niyang han-
garin niyang manatili ang pagmama- |
halan, pagkakaisa at pagtutulungan
sa susunod pang mga taon. |
Naging tampok ng pagdi-
riwang ang masasarap na pagkain, I
masiglang pagtatanghal mula sa iba’t
ibang cluster ng empleyado, palaro, |
at ang inaabangang pa-raffle. Isa sa
ikinatuwa ng lahat ang pamamahagi
ng ham sa bawat empleyado—mula I
department heads hanggang utility
staff. I
Mas lalo pang nagpasaya
sa gabi ang anunsyo ng mga bene- |
pisyong matatanggap ng mga kawani:
£20,000 Service Recogni- |
tion Incentive (SRI)
#5,000 Productivity En- |
hancement Incentive (PEI)
£7,000 gratuity pay para sa |
mga job order personnel
Marami sa mga dumalo ang I
nagpahayag na naramdaman nilang
labis silang pinahahalagahan sa ilalim I
ng bagong pamunuan.
Natapos ang pagdiriwang
sa isang masigla at simbolikong pag- I
sisimula para kay Gov. Aragones, na
nagtakda ng positibong tono para sa |
mas matatag na pamumuno at mas
pinagbuklod na Kapitolyo ng Laguna |
sa darating na taon.
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of the OPCDO, provided a
conference overview and
reaffirmed the provincial
government's commitment
to advancing MSME ca-
pacity-building and digital
upskilling initiatives.

The conference
proper featured a series of
presentations centered on
digital transformation. Mr.
Robert S. Paguia (DICT)
opened the technical ses-
sions with an informative
talk on cybersecurity es-
sentials, offering practical
measures to guard against
cyber threats and secure
consumer data. This was
followed by Ms. Charisse
C. Torio (DILG), who dis-
cussed how e-governance
initiatives streamline pro-
cesses and create a more
accessible  environment
for business growth.

Participants also

gained insights on build-
ing consumer confidence
through the DTI Trust-
mark, presented by Mr.
Paulo V. Estrada of the
DTI E-Commerce Bureau.
Meanwhile, Ms. Maria Ja-
maica Soriano discussed
the expanding role of
artificial  intelligence in
business operations and
encouraged MSMEs to
explore Al tools as part of
their innovation journey.
Interactive open
forum sessions enabled
attendees to directly en-
gage with speakers, fur-
ther enhancing their grasp
of digital strategies and
practical applications.
The BizCon also celebrat-
ed local success stories.
Ms. Jennifer Nuque of
Francart Corporation &
Deliclass Corporation and
Mr. Jerold Chico of Heav-

enly Favored OPC shared
their entrepreneurial jour-
neys in navigating chal-
lenges, adopting innova-
tion, and expanding their
businesses in the digital
era.

To cap the dis-
cussions, Ms. Sallie C.
Lacson, Area Vice Pres-
ident for South Luzon of
the Philippine Chamber of
Commerce and Industry,
inspired MSMEs to remain
forward-thinking and open
to emerging technologies.

The event con-
cluded with closing re-
marks from OPCDO Of-
ficer-in-Charge Myrachel
P. Cuadra, who expressed
her gratitude to all part-
ners, speakers, and par-
ticipants, recognizing their
collective contribution to
advancing Cavite's MSME
sector. - R. Dones



ﬂElEBHATING FILIPINO
GRAFTSMANSHIP:
KULTURA EXPANDS IN THE
LION GITY OF THE SOUTH

Kultura officially
recently unveiled its larg-
est store in the South at
SM City Santa Rosa—the
Lion City of the South, a
destination long recog-
nized as a thriving hub of
culture, community, and
commerce in Laguna.
With this opening, SM City
Santa Rosa proudly be-
comes home to a space
that celebrates the rich-
ness, artistry, and diversity
of Filipino craftsmanship.

The Grand Open-
ing brought the community
together for a meaningful
cultural moment, highlight-
ing the creativity and tradi-
tions that define Kultura’s
commitment to elevating
Philippine-made products.
More than a store launch,
the event offered an im-
mersive experience that
honored artisans from
across the country—re-
flecting Kultura’s mission
to champion local talent
and preserve Filipino her-
itage.

Shoppers are in-
vited to explore the newly
opened Kultura store this
weekend, where theyll
find a thoughtfully curat-
ed selection of handcraft-
ed gifts, timeless home
pieces, elegant Filipini-
ana, barongs, pearls, and
unique holiday treasures.

Each item carries
a story of local communi-
ties and showcases the
beauty of homegrown art-
istry.

Ground Floor,
Expansion Wing — SM
City Santa Rosa

Mall Hours: 10
AM - 10 PM

; ~
can move mountains

Matthew [7:20

SM CITY BACOOR LIGHTING UP
THE HOLIDAYS WITH GRAND
MAGICAL CHRISTMAS PARADE

SM City Baco-
or brought the magic of
Christmas to life recently
with the highly anticipat-
ed SM Supermalls Grand
Magical Christmas Parade
this year.

The event filled
the mall with vibrant colors,
enchanting music, and the
heartwarming spirit of the
holiday season.

The parade fea-

tured over 80 beloved
Christmas characters, in-
cluding Santa Claus and
his elves, reindeer, and
classic Christmas favor-
ites. Adding a touch of
fairy-tale magic, beloved
princes and princesses
also joined the festivities.

Shoppers  and
families were delighted as
the characters marched
through the mall, spread-

W"“" -

ing joy and the true spirit
of Christmas.

The event was
graced by prominent fig-
ures from SM Supermalls.

The Grand Magi-
cal Christmas Parade will
continue across various
SM Supermalls in South
Luzon. For more informa-
tion, visit SM Supermalls’
and SM City Bacoor’s of-
ficial pages.

204K PESOS NA HALAGA NG HINIHINALANG
SHABU, KUMPISKADO NG TAYTAY PNP

TAYTAY, Rizal —
Aabot sa mahigit 200,000
halaga ng hinihinalang
shabu ang nakumpiska ng
mga operatiba ng Taytay
Municipal Police Station
(MPS) matapos ang isang
matagumpay na buy-bust
operation sa Barangay
Sta. Ana, Taytay, Rizal,
bandang alas-6:40 ng
gabi nitong Disyembre 11,
2025.

Dalawang in-
dibidwal ang nadakip sa
operasyon na kinilalang
sina alyas “Burdado,”
42 anyos, na itinuturing
na High Value Individual

(HVI), at alyas “Tisoy,” 35
anyos, kapwa residente
ng Pasig City.
Nakarekober ang
mga pulis mula sa mga
suspek ng pitong sachet
ng hinihinalang shabu na
may kabuuang timbang
na humigit-kumulang 30
gramo at tinatayang nag-
kakahalaga ng £204,000.
Nasamsam din
ang isang pitaka at isang
SUV na ginamit umano sa
ilegal na gawain.
Kasalukuyang
nahaharap ang mga sus-
pek sa kasong paglabag
sa Republic Act 9165 o

ang Comprehensive Dan-
gerous Drugs Act of 2002.

Bukod dito, dahil
sa kawalan ng kaukulang
mga dokumento ng nasa-
bing sasakyan, maaari rin
silang kasuhan sa ilalim
ng Republic Act 4136 o
Land Transportation and
Traffic Code.

Ang mga nada-
kip ay nasa kustodiya na
ng Taytay MPS para sa
masusing imbestigasyon,
wastong dokumentasyon,
at kaukulang disposisyon
ng mga ebidensya.

(Pau Dela Cruz)
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"PAMASKONG HANDOG 2025" KICKS OFF: MAYOR ROSS

Calamba City,
Laguna — December 10,
2025

Calamba City of-
ficially began the distribu-
tion of “Pamaskong Han-
dog 2025” today under

the leadership of Mayor
Ross Rizal, marking the
start of a seven-day city-
wide rollout covering all
54 barangays. Thousands
of Calambefio families are
set to receive specially

CHRISTMAS

prepared blue bags filled
with grocery items intend-
ed for Christmas celebra-
tions.

The initiative,
which has become a well-
loved tradition in Calamba,

RIZAL CALLS FOR UNITY, LOVE, AND GRATITUDE THIS

underscores the city gov-
ernment’s commitment to
ensuring that every house-
hold enjoys a meaningful
Noche Buena this holiday
season.

In a heartfelt
message to Calambefios,
Mayor Ross Rizal deliv-
ered his Christmas greet-
ing and reminded every-
one of the true spirit of the
season:

“Mga  minama-
hal kong kababayan... Sa
araw na ito ay sisimulan
natin ang pamamahagi
ng PAMASKONG HAN-
DOG ng Pamahalaang
Panlungsod sa LAHAT ng
PAMILYANG CALAMBE-
NO... Maging tunay na
masaya nawa ang ating
Pasko at masagana ang
ating Bagong Taon.

Marami pong
salamat sa inyong lahat.”
(“My beloved fel-
low citizens... Today, we
begin the distribution of
this year's PAMASKONG
HANDOG for ALL CALAM-
BENO FAMILIES... May
our Christmas be truly joy-
ful and our New Year pros-
perous. Thank you very
much to all of you.”)
Mayor Rizal em-
phasized that the growing
contents of the annual gro-
cery package are made
possible through respon-
sible budgeting and disci-
plined use of city funds.
He noted that
these improvements re-
flect Calamba’s strength-
ened governance, which
has earned recognition
from various national

agencies.

He also encour-
aged families to embody
the values of love, gener-
osity, and togetherness—
traits central to both the
holiday season and the
city’s vision for collective
progress.

The city govern-
ment expects the full dis-
tribution to be completed
before Christmas, ensur-
ing that every barangay
receives their share of the
holiday packages.

As Calambefios
welcome the festive sea-
son, the “Pamaskong
Handog 2025” stands as a
symbol of unity, gratitude,
and the city’s continued
advancement under May-
or Ross Rizal’s leadership.

(Edjun Mariposque)



