CALAMBA CITY,
Laguna — A new chap-
ter of opportunity and
empowerment begins in
Barangay Milagrosa as
the City Government for-
mally broke ground for the
Calamba Manpower Train-
ing Center, a landmark
project aimed at strength-
ening workforce devel-
opment and expanding
employment opportunities
for thousands of Calam-
befios.

The ground-
breaking ceremony marks
more than the construction
of a new facility—it sym-
bolizes hope, progress,
and a brighter future for
families across the city.

Designed to pro-
vide high-quality training
and industry-relevant skills
development  programs,
the center will help equip
residents with the compe-
tencies needed to meet
evolving labor market de-
mands.

Under the lead-
ership of Roseller "Ross"
H. Rizal, the project un-

derscores the C|tys flrm '

commitment to inclusive
growth and sustainable
economic development.

The mayor em-
phasized that investing
in human capital is key to
ensuring long-term pros-
perity.

The Calamba
Manpower Training Cen-
ter will serve as a hub
for technical education,
upskilling, and retooling
programs aligned with the
needs of local and national
industries.

By strengthening
the city’s workforce, the
initiative is expected to
generate greater employ-
ment opportunities, attract
investments, and stimu-
late economic activity in
Calamba City.

City officials
highlighted that the facility
will not only enhance in-
dividual employability but
also contribute to build-
ing a more resilient local
economy.

With  structured
training programs and

stability. infrastructure projectis an-  grosa, the future of Calam-
Mayor Rizal reaf- chored on improving lives ba is being built—one skill,
the center aims to em- firmed his administration’s and creating meaningful one opportunity, and one

modern learning spaces,

power workers, support dedication to programs impact. empowered citizen at a
entrepreneurs, and uplift that directly benefit the As foundations time.

families toward financial people, noting that every are laid in Barangay Mila- (Edjun Mariposque)

Patuloy nating sinisiguro na ang bawat polisiya at desisyon ay nakatuon sa kapakanan ng mga mag-
aaral, komunidad, at sa pangmatagalang kaayusan at pag-unlad ng Calamba.
(ND)
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LAGUNA — Nag-
pakilala ang Field Agricul-
tural Extension Services—
Office of the Provincial
Agriculturist (FAES-OPAQ)
ng makabagong drone-as-
sisted rice planting noong
Pebrero 20, 2026 bilang
bahagi ng Rice Technol-
ogy Demonstration sa
pakikipagtulungan sa In-
ternational Rice Research
Institute (IRRI).

Layunin ng ini-
syatiba na pataasin ang
kahusayan sa produksyon
ng palay, mabawasan ang
kakulangan sa manggaga-
wa, at mapahusay ang ka-
tumpakan sa pagtatanim
sa iba’t ibang sakahan sa
lalawigan.

Ayon sa FAES-
OPAg, kayang magdala
ng drone ng hanggang
50 kilo ng mga matery-
ales tulad ng binhi, pata-
ba, at pestisidyo. Maaari
rin itong gamitin para sa
spraying applications.

Depende sa bilis
at taas ng lipad, kayang
masaklaw ng drone ang
isang ektarya ng lupa sa
loob lamang ng 10 hang-
gang 12 minuto, at sa mas
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mabilis na setting ay maaaring matapos sa humigit-ku-
mulang 10 minuto.
Bukod sa bilis, tampok din ang episyenteng
cont. on page 6
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LAGUNA FAES NAGDEPLOY NG DRONE
TECHNOLOGY PARA SA MAS MAEBILIS AT
MAS TUMPAK NA BAGTATANIM NG PAI.AY
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SHop ANDGET N
A CHANCE To WIN A Suzudt
DIIRE 6L CVT HYBRID!

MAX DEALS. MAX VIBES
Get ready to shop 'til you drop at your most loved
mall, SM City Rosario’s 3-DAY SALE! Max out your
experience at our shopping gala and discover excit-
ing deals up to 70% off this Feb 27, 28 & Mar 1. Plus,
join the raffle for a chance to win a brand new Suzuki
Dzire GL CVT Hybrid!
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CHIZ URGES GOV'T TO ADVANCE
TRIPARTITE DEAL TO EMPOWER LGUS

Senator Francis “Chiz” Escudero is call-
ing on the national government to advance the
proposed tripartite agreement among the Depart-
ment of Public Works and Highways (DPWH),
the Department of Education (DepEd), and
the Department of Agriculture (DA), saying the
framework will empower qualified local govern-
ment units (LGUs) to achieve accelerated growth
through improved infrastructure, stronger rural
connectivity, and better school facilities.

In his recent conversation with Public
Works Secretary Vince Dizon, Escudero said
he was informed that the proposed agreement
identifies two key requirements for LGUs that
will be prioritized: demonstrated capacity to im-
plement and complete projects, and a stable
peace-and-order environment that allows devel-
opment programs to proceed without disruption.

“The national government should focus
on LGUs that have shown they can plan well, ex-
ecute well, and maintain order,” Escudero said.
“When local governments are capable, nation-
al-local partnerships become faster, more effi-
cient, and more impactful.”

“Our LGUs should also take advantage
of this new business model by meeting these
requirements so they can access more support,
unlock bigger opportunities, and deliver devel-
opment programs more quickly to their constitu-
ents,” he added.

The Bicolano senator expressed his de-
light when he was told by Secretary Dizon that
Sorsogon is among the provinces that meet the
criteria and could serve as a top choice under
the tripartite model, citing its strong governance
performance and readiness to implement infra-
structure programs.

From 2019 to 2022, during Escudero’s
term as governor, Sorsogon completed major
infrastructure projects such as the Sorsogon
Coastal Road, rehabilitated provincial and ba-
rangay roads during the pandemic, and strength-
ened peace and order through support for Ba-
rangay Development Projects under the Task
Force to End Local Communist Armed Conflict
(TF-ELCAC). These initiatives created a stable
environment that enabled development pro-
grams to take root and succeed.

The veteran legislator said the tripartite
model is applicable to all provinces nationwide,
provided that LGUs meet the agreement’s re-
quirements on capacity and peace and order.

Replicating the approach in similarly
capable LGUs, he said, can help spur growth
across regions.

He added that the DPWH-DepEd-DA
partnership can serve as a template for future
collaborations aimed at improving infrastructure,
enhancing education facilities, and supporting
agricultural productivity.

“This is exactly how the Local Govern-
ment Code envisioned development — strong
national support matched with capable, empow-
ered LGUs delivering results on the ground,” Es-
cudero pointed out.

“When we back LGUs that are ready
and proven, progress becomes faster, fairer, and
felt by more families,” he concluded.

CALAMBA CITY,
Laguna — Calamba Med-
ical Center (CMC) has
achieved Gold Accredi-
tation from Accreditation
Canada International
(ACI) for the period 2025
to 2028, making it the only
ACl-accredited  hospital
in Southern Luzon. This
prestigious recognition un-
derscores CMC’s strong
commitment to meeting
international standards
in patient safety, quality
healthcare, and service
excellence.

The Gold Ac-
creditation was awarded
following CMC’s success-
ful ACI Survey conducted
from December 8 to 12,

2025, under the Qmentum
International Program, a
globally recognized frame-
work for evaluating health-
care quality and safety. For
patients and their families,
this accreditation provides
greater assurance that
every aspect of care at
Calamba Medical Center
adheres to internationally
accepted standards.

From patient
safety and service delivery
to hospital management
and continuous improve-
ment, systems are firmly
in place to ensure care
that is safe, consistent,
and centered on patient
needs. The accreditation
process involved an inde-

pendent and comprehen-
sive assessment of CMC’s
daily operations—examin-
ing how patient safety is
ensured, how healthcare
services are delivered,
and how the hospital con-
tinuously improves its pro-
cesses.

As a result, pa-
tients receive care that is
high-quality, compassion-
ate, reliable, and aligned
with global best practic-
es. With the attainment
of Gold Accreditation,
Calamba Medical Cen-
ter further strengthens its
mission to deliver health-
care with excellence and
compassion—faithful to its
guiding principle, “Kalin-
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gang may Husay at Puso.”

This  milestone
reflects the dedication
and professionalism of the
hospital’'s leadership and
entire healthcare team in
providing safe, effective,
and patient-centered ser-
vices.

The Gold Accred-
itation is valid from De-
cember 2025 to December
2028, highlighting CMC’s
sustained focus on qual-
ity, continuous improve-
ment, and adherence to
internationally recognized
healthcare standards,
while setting a benchmark
for healthcare excellence
in Southern Luzon.

( Pau Dela Cruz)

Laguna..

operasyon nito  dahil
maaaring ma-recharge
ang drone gamit ang gen-
erator sa loob lamang ng
12 hanggang 15 minuto—
isang mahalagang katang-
ian para sa tuluy-tuloy na
field operations.

Binibigyang-diin
din ng FAES-OPAg ang
kaligtasan sa paggamit ng
naturang teknolohiya.

Ang drone ay
may radar system na na-

kakatukoy ng mga hadlang
mula 5 hanggang 10 met-
ro ang layo, at may Re-
al-Time Kinematics (RTK)
technology na nagbibigay
ng planting accuracy na
hanggang 1 hanggang 2
sentimetro.
Kinakailangang
may valid pilot license ang
mga operator ng drone, at
may karagdagang sertipi-
kasyon para sa paggamit
nito sa pag-aaplay ng pes-

TRECE MAR-
TIRES CITY, Cavite (PIA)
— The country’s farm-
er-scientists, or those
who combine traditional
farming experience with
modern technology, have
renewed their commit-
ment in helping shape the
agriculture industry by pro-
moting sustainable and re-
source-efficient practices.

The Agriculture
Training Institute (ATI) in
CALABARZON reminded
the farmers of their role
during a seminar on Cir-
cular Economy for Mag-
sasaka Siyentista marking
ATI’'s 39th anniversary cel-
ebration.

The session un-
derscored the importance
of farmers in the country’s
food production chain as
active partners in shaping
practical and innovative
agriculture solutions.

It also highlighted
that combining field expe-
rience to research and
technology can be applied
in farming communities,
reinforcing that farmers
are active partners in
shaping the country’s ag-
riculture practices.
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Dr. Rolando
Maningas, Center Director
for ATI CALABARZON, in
a statement, emphasized
the importance of simi-
lar learning sessions in
bridging the gap between
traditional farming and
technological innovations
to promote environmental-
ly responsible agricultural
communities.

“Through  con-
crete  examples and
grounded discussions, the
session underscored the
importance of resilience,
environmental responsi-
bility, and sustainability,
strengthening the Cen-
ter’s role as a vital bridge
between innovation and
the field, and supporting
the development of cli-
mate-smart and environ-
mentally responsible agri-
cultural communities.”

The farmer-sci-
entists also renewed their
oath to reiterate their com-
mitment to applying the
knowledge and innovation
provided by the DA-ATI in
shaping their farming and
fishing communities to be-
come more productive and
resilient.

tisidyo.

Sa kasalukuyan,
maaari lamang gamitin
ang drone para sa paglal-
agay ng binhi at pataba
maliban na lamang kung
kumpleto ang kinakail-
angang lisensya para sa
pesticide application.

ltinuturing  ang
drone-assisted method
bilang isang mahalagang
hakbang tungo sa mod-
ernisasyon ng pagsasaka
ng palay sa Laguna.

Bukod sa pag-
papabilis ng proseso ng
pagtatanim, nababawasan
din ang manwal na pagga-

IERomeRGENH

wa at napapahusay ang
eksaktong paglalagay ng
binhi at pataba—mga salik
na maaaring magdulot ng
mas mataas na ani at mas
sustenableng produksyon.

Sa pamamagi-
tan ng paggamit ng drone
technology, muling pina-
tutunayan ng Laguna ang
pangako nito sa pagsa-
sama ng makabagong
solusyon sa agrikultura, at
nagsisilbing modelo para
sa iba pang lalawigan sa
bansa sa larangan ng
episyente, ligtas, at maka-
bagong pagsasaka.

(Pau Dela Cruz)
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CALAMBA CITY,
Laguna (PIA) — The
Anti-Red Tape Authority
(ARTA) in Southern Luzon
announced that it has re-
ceived nearly 1,000 com-
plaints on government
agencies within the region
in 2025.

“Here in South-
ern Luzon, specifically in
CALABARZON,  MIMA-
ROPA, and Bicol Region,
we have received almost
1,000 complaints in 2025.
We are pleased because
we were able to assist ma-
jority of them.

However, there
were also several cas-
es that did not proceed
because the documents
submitted to us were in-
complete,” ARTA South-
ern Luzon Regional Head
Dr. Karl Joseph Sanmocte
said during an interview on
the Philippine Information
Agency’s Sulong Calabar-
zon program on January
22.

Sanmocte em-
phasized that ARTA is
pleased to have assist-
ed those who filed com-
plaints, as these efforts
contribute to improving
public service for Filipinos
and help ensure that gov-
ernment agencies adhere
to the Ease of Doing Busi-
ness Act by streamlining
their processes.

“That is the im-
pact we are making in
Anti-Red Tape Authority,
the Filipino people are
given the opportunity to
raise their concerns to the
government, and in turn,
the government agencies
listen and organize their
services based on these
concerns,” he added.

ARTA  empha-
sized that all complaints
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undergo further validation
to determine whether they
fall under their jurisdiction
and to ensure that appro-
priate action is taken. In
cases outside its mandate,
ARTA endorses the com-
plaints to the appropriate
agencies for action and
response.

If complaints are
proven to be violations of
Republic Act No. 11032,
penalties may be imposed,
including  administrative
liability, dismissal from
government service, and
imprisonment, depending
on violations.

For this reason,
ARTA urges government
agencies to act properly,
improve service delivery,
and ensure that their pro-
cesses are streamlined.

In a December
2025 statement, ARTA
released the Top 10 Most
Complained Government
Agencies covering the
period from January to
October 2025. This in-
cludes the Food and Drug
Administration (FDA),
Land Transportation Office
(LTO), Bureau of Internal
Revenue (BIR), Philippine
Statistics Authority (PSA),
and Land Registration Au-
thority (LRA), among oth-
ers.

ARTA reiterates
that the said list does not
reflect the overall perfor-
mance of any government
agency, and the complaint
volume alone does not
equate to poor service;
rather highlights areas
where ARTA and the con-
cerned offices can work
together to further stream-
line processes, implement
their Citizen’s Charter effi-
ciently, and enhance pub-
lic service delivery.

The Walking..

Higit sa lahat,
nagpaabot ng pasas-
alamat ang grupo kay
Chairman Antonio Bolafios
ng Barangay Cayabu sa
pagbibigay ng venue sa
pamamagitan ni Kagawad
Marissa.  Nagpasalamat
din sila kay Gng. Ciony
Barroga sa pagpapagamit
ng kanyang sasakyan
para sa transportasyon ng
grupo.

Kabilang din sa
kinilala ang mga nagbigay
ng pinansyal na tulong
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na naging malaking am-
bag sa tagumpay ng pro-
grama—Gng Rhea Vergel
De Dios, Gng.Cecile Oca-
mpo, at Kagawad Mayeth
Cabildo.

Sa kabuuan, pi-
natunayan ng Tibok Bu-
hay: Heart Month 2026
na kapag nagkakaisa ang
komunidad para sa kalu-
sugan at kabutihan ng
bawat isa, tunay na nag-
iging masigla ang puso at
masigla ang pamayanan.

( Pau Dela Cruz)

CARMONA,
Cavite — The push for an
anti-political dynasty bill
met stiff resistance here,
as residents who spoke
during public consultations
held by the House of Rep-
resentatives’ Committee
on suffrage and electoral
reforms urged lawmakers
to address corruption first.

John dela Cruz
from General Mariano
Alvarez (GMA) said that
Carmona was once a
dumpsite for trash and
dead bodies. However,
despite the absence of
political dynasties in GMA,
dela Cruz said that Car-
mona has overtaken his
town in terms of progress.

“If we will recall,
| am from GMA, | have
been here since 1982, and
| am a witness to what has
happened within the town
of Carmona, it was a for-
mer dumpsite for garbage,
dead bodies, but because
of the couple interchang-
ing positions — Congress-
man Roy (Loyola) at ni
Mayor (Dahlia) Loyola —
the area progressed,” he
said in Filipino.

“Look at our
town, people who are also
from GMA are here with
us, there is no political dy-
nasty in our town, different
people hold elective posts.
But look, we do not know
whether our town’s direc-
tion is to move backward,
forward, left, or diagonal-
ly,” he added.

According to dela
Cruz, the Philippine Gen-
eral Hospital and the Car-
mona International City
will be crafted despite the
presence of a dynasty in
the city.

“In 2010, | re-
member,  Congressman
Roy fought in Congress
— 16 years in the making
— for the cityhood of Car-
mona. And that happened
because of what we de-
scribed as a political dy-
nasty, which means, Car-
mona is part of it,” he said
in Filipino.

“Because of this
political dynasty, a Phil-
ippine General Hospital
would be built here in the
City of Carmona. Because
of a political dynasty, the
Carmona International
City will be developed
here, which we from GMA

expect to bode well for us
because we supply their
workforce,” he added.

Instead of focus-
ing on political dynasties,
dela Cruz and Beth Bio-
hon, another resident of
GMA, urged lawmakers to
fight corruption by lower-
ing the monetary threshold
for filing malversation and
plunder cases.

“Much of the
problems are not with lo-
cal government, it's with
the national government.
Why don’t we tighten pro-
visions against corruption
for all government agen-
cies, from DPWH (Depart-
ment of Public Works and
Highways), DepEd (De-
partment of Education),
and DA (Department of
Agriculture)?” dela Cruz
said in Filipino.

“Why don’'t you
craft a law that would
make rules stricter, low-
er the threshold for mal-
versation [of public] fund
down to P500,000, plun-
der down to P1 million,
and let's see if someone
from the national govern-
ment would steal. Political
dynasties have no issue
with the flood control proj-
ects, it's all about the na-
tional,” he added.

Biohon, mean-
while, said that the biggest
problem of the country is
corruption and not political
dynasties, claiming that
corrupt officials elected
into office will engage in
corruption whether or not
they are part of political
families.

“Political dynas-
ties are not the problem
of the Philippines; our
main problem is corrup-
tion. Lawmakers should
instead find ways to solve
corruption in the country,”
she said.

“Political dynas-
ties are not the reason, as
we voters pick who is wor-
thy of being elected into
posts. Even if they are not
from political dynasties,
if they want to engage in
corruption, they will still do
it,” he added.

Biohon also
claimed that having been
in GMA since 1968 al-
lowed her to see how Car-
mona supposedly devel-
oped, which she believes
can be attributed to politi-

cal families.

Several other
speakers during the pro-
gram echoed dela Cruz
and Biochon'’s opinions.

Ending politi-
cal dynasties key in fight
against corruption

On the other
hand, Christine Quillosa of
Bagong Alyansang Mak-
abayan’s Cavite chapter
said that ending political
dynasties would be key
to fighting corruption, job-
lessness, and other prob-
lems.

“To end corrup-
tion, hunger, demolition,
joblessness, and other
problems, what we should
address is the root cause,”
she said in Filipino.

“We should end
the root cause. And a
big reason is the politi-
cal dynasties, because
it is a machinery that en-
ables the rotten system of
blinding the people,” she
added.

Quillosa also re-
minded the public that the
1987 Constitution man-
dates Congress to ban
political dynasties, which
means this is not an op-
tional matter.

Article I, Section
26 of the Constitution ex-
plicitly prohibits political
dynasties, but leaves it to
Congress to define what a
dynasty is.

“The  Constitu-
tion’s directive is clear: our
state should ensure that
there are equal opportuni-
ties for public service and
band political dynasties
according to law,” Quillosa
said in Filipino.

The public con-
sultation in Cavite is the
first to be held by the Com-
mittee on Suffrage and
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Electoral Reforms.

Earlier, House
Speaker Faustino “Bojie”
Dy lll said he understands
the importance of listening
to the people, which is why
consultations will be held
in many areas.

Dy added that
public consultations are
crucial, as crafting the final
version of the anti-political
dynasty bill requires dis-
cussions and exchanges
with the public, the primary
stakeholders.

“These consul-
tations are part of the
House of Representatives’
commitment that import-
ant bills should be crafted
through an honest and true
conversation,” Dy said in
a video statement shown
during the program.

Before the con-
sultation, two committee
hearings on the topic had
already been held.

Last Tuesday,
retired Supreme Court
Senior Associate Justice
Antonio Carpio and retired
Associate Justice Adolfo
Azcuna shared differing
views on proposals to ban
political dynasties.

Carpio said the
ideal anti-dynasty law
would prohibit relatives
up to the fourth degree of
consanguinity and affinity.

However, Az-
cuna said he consulted
colleagues and his law
students at San Beda to
ensure that anti-dynas-
ty proposals align with
day-to-day realities. Their
findings indicated that it
might be difficult for the
Commission on Elections
to enforce a law limiting
relatives in public office up
to the fourth degree.

By: Gabriel Pabico Lalu
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Nagbitiw sa kaniyang puwesto bilang Sanggu-
niang Kabataan Chairman ng Barangay Bubukal, Sta.
Cruz, Laguna si Mark Andrian Napiza.

Kasunod ito sa kontrobersiya na kaniyang kina-
harap noong Pebrero 15, 2026.

Umani kasi ng batikos ang pagkalat ng video
nito na hinawak-hawakan ang mga panindang siopao at
hotdog mula sa isang convenience store.

Sa kaniyang resignation letter ay pinasala-
matan niya ang mga ka-barangay na sinilbihan niya ng

halos walong taon.

Bilang padidisplina din aniya sa ginawa nito
kaya nagpasya itong magbitiw sa puwesto.

Una rito ay sinampahan ni Sta. Cruz, Lagu-
na Mayor Benjo Agarao ng administrative complaint si

Napiza dahil sa ginawa nito

(Nelson Dimapilis)
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CARD MRI CLIENTS WIN MI[R[IENTREPREHE

Four clients from
institutions  under  the
CARD Mutually Reinforc-
ing Institutions (CARD
MRI) were honored as
Digital Champions at the
4th Digital Financial Inclu-
sion Awards (DFIA) held
at the Bangko Sentral ng
Pilipinas (BSP) Assembly
Hall in Malate, Manila.

The awardees in-
clude two clients of CARD,
Inc. (A Microfinance
NGO), and one client each
from CARD Bank, a mi-
crofinance-oriented  rural
bank, and CARD SME
Bank, a thrift bank.

As a mutually re-
inforcing network, CARD
MRI integrates financial
and social development
services with digital inno-
vations to support client
enterprises and improve
quality of life. “It's such
an honor for us to sup-
port these award-winning
entrepreneurial journeys.
Their success inspires us
to keep our mission mov-
ing forward,” said CARD
MRI Managing Director
Aristeo A. Dequito.

Inspiring  sto-
ries of digital transfor-
mation

Among the
awardees is Carmelita
Dapanas, a CARD, Inc.
client from Manticao, Mis-
amis Oriental. She oper-
ates a hydroponic farm
producing green bell pep-
pers and salad tomatoes,
alongside coconuts and
cacao that she processes
into tablea.

By leveraging
Facebook, Messenger,
and mobile cash services,
she connects with custom-
ers nationwide and now
supplies hotels, restau-
rants, and public markets
in lligan City and nearby
areas.

Another CARD,
Inc. awardee, Annalisa
Monil from Bilar, Bohol,
transformed the Bilar
Stem Vegetable Farm
into a thriving enterprise
that supplies resorts and
restaurants in Panglao Is-
land, while also operating
a retail store in Tagbilaran
City. By accepting orders
through Messenger and
processing payments via
mobile cash services and
online banking, she has

significantly expanded her
market  reach—creating
more livelihood opportuni-
ties within her community.

Raquel Lanaban,
a CARD Bank, Inc. client
from Bilusa, Davao City,
was also recognized for
her batik and handcrafted
products business, which
she established in 2010.
By leveraging Facebook
and Messenger, she in-
creased her sales by 90%,
adopted digital payment
options, and now supports
a network of resellers
across five areas in Min-
danao.

Meanwhile, Niel
Danica Polong, a CARD
SME Bank, Inc. client
from Silang, Cavite, trans-
formed her pancit busi-
ness into an online favorite
after launching a Face-
book page during the pan-
demic. With the introduc-
tion of cashless payment
options and an expanded
menu, 60 to 70 percent of
her orders now come from
online customers.

Digital Financial
Inclusion Awards

The Digital Fi-
nancial Inclusion Awards
(DFIA) is a financial in-
clusion initiative funded
by the Citi Foundation, in
partnership with Microfi-
nance Council and sup-
ported by Citi Philippines
and the Bangko Sentral ng
Pllipinas (BSP).

Now in its fourth
year when it spun off from
the previously known Citi
Microentrepreneurship
Awards (CMA), it recog-
nizes outstanding micro-
entrepreneurs and micro-
finance institutions that
effectively use digital solu-
tions to conduct financial
transactions, strengthen
enterprises, and expand
livelihood  opportunities.
BSP Governor Eli M. Re-
molona Jr. highlighted the
shifting narrative around
microentrepreneurs during
the awarding ceremony,
noting that digital tools
were long perceived as too
technical, costly, and com-
plicated. He emphasized
that the awardees have
proven this notion outdat-
ed, demonstrating that
with simple yet innovative
solutions— such as online
selling, QR payments, and

VIMCHDENTREFRENTLR
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CARD, Inc. clients Carmelita Dapanas (second from left, left photo) and Annalisa Monil (third from left, right
photo) receive the Digital Champion Microentrepreneurship Award during the 4th Digital Financial Inclusion
Awards. (Photo from MCPI Facebook Page)

MICROENTREPRENELUR
CATEGORY

Raguel
Lanaban

CARD Bank, Inc. client Raquel Lanaban (second
from right) receives the Digital Financial Inclusion
Award under the Microentrepreneur Category for

maximizing her sales through digital platforms.

(Photo from MCPI Facebook Page)

digital business systems—
Filipino entrepreneurs are
redefining what is possible
in the digital economy.
The  ceremony
also recognized 13 other

microentrepreneurs  and
three MFls. Each awardee
received PHP 100,000 in
cash and a laptop to fur-
ther support their digital
transformation.

MICROENTREPREMNELR
CATEGORY

CARD SME Bank, Inc. client Niel Danica Polong
(second from right) receives the Microentrepreneur
Award under the DFIA for expanding her customer
base through digital platforms after making her sig-
nature pancit dishes an online favorite. (Photo from

MCPI Facebook Page)

The recognition
of CARD MRI clients at the
DFIA highlights the grow-
ing role of digital innova-
tion in inclusive finance.
These awardees showed

how technology can em-
power communities,
strengthen livelihoods,

and pave the way for sus-
tainable growth across the
Philippines.

The Walking...

TA NAY, RIZAL
— Taos-pusong nagpas-
alamat ang The Walking
Ang Zumba Ladies sa
lahat ng nakibahagi at
sumuporta sa matagump-
ay na pagdaraos ng Ti-
bok Buhay: Heart Month
2026 — Masiglang Puso,
Masiglang Pamayanan
na ginanap noong Pebre-
ro 10, 2026 sa Barangay
Cayabu, Tanay, Rizal.

Ayon kay Tess
Garcia, malaking bahagi
ng tagumpay ng aktibidad
ang pakikiisa ng iba’tibang
sektor ng komunidad. Ani-
ya, ang sama-samang Su-
porta ay nagbigay-daan
upang maisakatuparan
ang layunin ng programa
na palakasin ang kama-
layan sa kalusugan ng
puso at itaguyod ang
isang masigla at aktibong
pamayanan.

Lubos din ang
pasasalamat ni Garcia
sa Office of the Mayor sa
pamumuno ni Mayor Ra-
fael M. Tanjuatco sa patu-
loy na pagsuporta sa mga
programang pangkalu-
sugan.

Nagkaloob ang
tanggapan ng alkalde
ng meryenda at inum-
ing tubig para sa mahigit
isang daang organizers at
participants ng aktibidad.
Bukod dito, naglaan din
ng sasakyan para sa mga
dadalo mula sa bayan
at Sampaloc patungong
Cayabu—isang malak-
ing tulong upang maging
maayos at matagumpay
ang pagtitipon.

Pinasalamatan
din ng grupo ang Tanay
PNP sa pamumuno ni
PLt Col Arnel M. Tabaog
sa kanilang pakikipag-ug-

nayan sa Barangay Cay-
abu at mga karatig-baran-
gay upang matiyak ang
maayos na koordinasyon
ng programa.
Naghandog
naman ng isang awitin si
PSSg Michael G. Oficial
na lalong nagpasaya at
nagpakilig sa mga kala-
hok, habang ang ilang
kapulisan ay namahagi ng
bulaklak na rosas sa mga
kababaihang nakiisa sa li-
breng Zumba session.
Kabilang din sa
mga pinasalamatan sina
Dr. Monching Mendoza
ng Health Guide para sa
ipinagkaloob na tarpaulin
na naging mahalagang
bahagi ng maayos na pre-
sentasyon ng programa.
Malaki rin ang
naging papel ni  Gng.
Pauline Dela Cruz Mojar
sa pag-iinitiate ng kolab-
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orasyon para sa nasa-
bing aktibidad, kung saan
ang kanyang dedikasyon
at malasakit ang nagsil-
bing tulay upang maging
posible ang proyekto.

Pinuri  rin  ang
mahusay na pagganap ni
Madelaine Amahit bilang
Co-Emcee, gayundin ang
kanyang pamamahagi ng
munting regalo sa mga
batang babae ng baran-
gay bilang bahagi ng sel-
ebrasyon.

Nagbigay-sigla
naman sa programa ang
mga ZINs at coaches na
dumalo, lalo na sina Shel-
la Hatawera at Alma. Naki-
isa rin ang Tanay Movers,
Rhythmic Zumba Squad,
at iba pang Zumba Ladies
groups na naghatid ng en-
erhiya at sigla sa buong
komunidad.

cont. on page 7

PUBLISHER CORNER

EKONOMIVA, BUMABAGSAK NA DAHIL
SA PULITIKA AT IBA PANG PROBLEMA NG
BANSA - ERICE

kinababahala
ni Caloocan Rep. Edgar
Erice ang pagbagsak ng
ekonomiya ng Pilipinas
dahil sa ingay ng pulitika
at kaliwa’t-kanang isyu
ng korapsyon.

Tinukoy ng
mambabatas ang hindi
pagkaka-abot ng Pili-
pinas sa target nitong
gross domestic product
(GDP) noong 2025 na
dapat sana ay 5.7%.

Sa halip, um-
abot lamang aniya sa

paggawa, construction,
at mga kaugnay na in-
dustriya, na aniya'y un-
ti-unting nakakaramdam

ng direktang epekto
ng korapsyon, kasama
na ang pagtigil sa mga
large scale infrastruc-

4.5% ang nakuha ng ture project habang
bansa, o mabhigit isang nagpapatuloy ang imb-
porsyentong (1%) mas estigasyon.

mababa.

Posible rin
aniyang mas mababa
pa rito ang maaabot na ng pamahalaan ang
GDP ngayong unang pagkawala ng tiwala ng
quarter ng 2026 dahil mga mamumuhunan,
hindi rin bumubuti ang  dahil sa tuloy-tuloy na
sitwasyon sa bansa. away pulitika, lalo na

Inihalimbawa sa pagitan ng adminis-
ng mambabatas ang trasyong Marcos at ng
epekto ng flood control  kampo ni Vice President
scandal sa sektor ng Sara Duterte.

DILG... [IEROmPARGELT

CALAMBA CITY, likewise been mobilized to
Laguna — The campaign assist in the province-wide
of the Department of the clearing operations.
Interior and Local Govern- Similarly, the City
ment (DILG) to eliminate Government of Bifian in
political branding on gov- Laguna has initiated its
ernment-funded projects own city-wide effort, dis-
is steadily gaining ground mantling tarpaulins and
across the CALABARZON signages bearing the fac-
region, drawing positive es and names of local of-
response from local gov- ficials earlier this month.
ernment units (LGUs) and  Other LGUs in the region
the public. have also expressed sup-

Under DILG port, noting that some had
Memorandum Circular No.  already enacted similar lo-
2026-006, the “Anti-Epal” cal ordinances promoting
Drive directs all provincial, non-personalized public
city, municipal, and baran- signages even before the
gay officials—as well as issuance of the DILG cir-
DILG central, regional,and  cular.
field offices and attached
agencies—to ensure that
no public official's name,
photograph, logo, initials,
color motif, slogan, or any
identifying symbol ap-
pears on project signages, programs and reinforces
markers, tarpaulins, and responsible governance.
similar materials funded “The initiative
by public money. underscores responsible

In Cavite, Gov- governance by encourag-
ernor  Francis Gabriel ing LGUs to focus on ser-
Remulla has ordered the vice delivery, sustainabili-
immediate removal of all ty, and community welfare
provincial government rather than individual rec-
signages and materials ognition,” Iglesia said in an
that violate the directive. interview.
Barangay officials have He emphasized

Sa usapin ng
pulitika, unti-unti na rin
aniyang nararamdaman

According to Ariel
Iglesia, Regional Director
of DILG Region IV-A, the
Anti-Epal policy comple-
ments the department’s
environment-centered

In @ meaningful
step toward strengthen-
ing support systems for
military families, the 2nd
Infantry (Jungle Fighter)
Division officially inaugu-
rated its Child Minding
Facility at Camp Capin-
pin on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 18.

The ceremony
was led by 2ID Com-
mander Ramon Zaga-
la, together with key
officers of the Division,
marking another mile-
stone in the unit’s con-
tinuing commitment to
holistic troop welfare.
The newly established
facility is designed to
provide a safe, nurtur-
ing, and child-friendly
space where the chil-
dren of soldiers and per-
sonnel can learn, play,
and receive proper care
while their parents carry
out their daily duties in
service to the nation.

More than just
a physical structure,
the Child Minding Facil-
ity symbolizes the Divi-
sion’s recognition that
strong families are the
backbone of a strong
military force.

that the removal of per-
sonal posters and political
branding from government

properties strengthens
transparency and ac-
countability,  particularly

as the election season ap-
proaches.

By eliminating
personalized branding, the
policy seeks to curb pre-
mature campaigning and
prevent the use of public
resources for partisan pur-
poses.

“By removing
personalized branding
from government projects,
the policy helps curb pre-
mature campaigning and
reduces the use of public
resources for partisan pur-
poses, fostering a more
level political playing field,”
Iglesia added.

The Anti-Epal
Drive also supports the

DILG’s environmental
initiatives, including the
Kalinisan convergence

program, which promotes
the bayanihan spirit by en-

EXPLICIT
Madelaine Go
CARING FOR OUR LITTLE
ONES, SUPPORTING OUR
TROOPS

By ensur-
ing that soldiers have
peace of mind knowing
their children are in a
secure and supportive
environment, the initia-
tive directly contributes
to enhanced morale,
focus, and operational
readiness.

The program
underscores the Divi-
sion’'s broader vision
of balancing mission
accomplishment  with
compassionate leader-
ship. While troops re-
main steadfast in safe-
guarding communities
and upholding national
security, the command
likewise prioritizes the
well-being of the families
who stand behind every
uniform.

Through initia-
tives like this, the 2nd
Infantry Division demon-
strates that caring for
those who serve also
means caring for the
loved ones they leave
at home—affirming that
national service begins
with a strong, supported
family foundation.

couraging LGUs and com-
munities to work together
toward a cleaner, healthi-
er, and safer environment.

Home to approx-
imately 9.7 million regis-
tered voters—the highest
in the country—CALA-
BARZON has largely wel-
comed the policy, with
public discussions reflect-
ing broad understanding
of its intent.

While isolat-
ed concerns have been
raised in some sectors,
many residents view the
initiative as a reaffirma-
tion that public projects
are funded by taxpayers
and should not serve as
platforms for political pro-
motion.

As implementa-
tion continues across the
region, the DILG maintains
that the Anti-Epal Drive re-
inforces the principle that
public office is a public
trust—placing governance
and service above person-
al publicity.

(Madelaine Go)
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PBGEN RANDY GLENN G. SILVIO:
Walang Pinaghago sa Integridad
Kahit Mas Lumalawak ang
Pananagutan sa Serbisyo

Sa kabila ng patuloy na paglawak ng re-
sponsibilidad ni PBGen Glenn Silvio , Dictrict Director
ng Quezon City at nananatiling matatag ang kanyang
paninindigan pagdating sa work ethics at tunay na
diwa ng paglilingkod.

Walang pinagbago sa kanyang prinsipyo—
bagkus, mas pinalalakas pa ito habang mas dumarami
ang tungkulin at hamon na hinaharap.

Handa pa rin siyang makiisa at makiikot sa
kanyang mga kapulisan upang personal na makita
at mapatatag ang police visibility sa mga komunidad.
Hindi lamang ito tungkol sa presensya sa lansangan,
kundi sa pagbibigay ng tamang gabay, inspirasyon, at
direksyon upang mas lalo magsilbi nang may mala-
sakit, disiplina, at propesyonalismo ang kanyang mga
pulis.

Kasama rin sa adhikaing ni PBGen Silvio
ang mga katuwang sa pamayanan—ang mga ba-
rangay officials at iba pang stakeholders. Sa pama-
magitan ng bukas na komunikasyon at sama-samang
pag-uusap, mas napapadali ang pagtugon sa mga
suliranin ng komunidad. Ang bawat hinaing at rekla-
mo na dumarating ay hindi niya pinipili. Para sa kanya,
ang bawat complainant ay itinuturing na parang saril-
ing kamag-anak.

Kapag may reklamo, tinatrato niya ito na tila
galing sa isang ina, ama, o kapatid. Ibinibigay niya ang
pinakamataas na antas ng serbisyo—walang pagma-
mataas, walang panunungit, at walang pagmamaliit.
Sapagkat kung ang nagrereklamo ay sarili pamilya,
hindi natin hahayaang maramdaman nila ang bigat o
pagpapabaya ng sistema.

Bahagi ng sa mekanismo na pinatutupad
niya ang tinatawag na “red teaming” at “pre-checking
survey,” kung saan sinusuri mismo ang kalidad ng
serbisyo ng kanyang mga pulis.. Tumatawag sila sa
hotline ng mga estasyon, nagpapakilalang nangangail-
angan ng tulong upang masuri kung maayos at naaay-
on sa standard operating procedures ang pagsagot at
pag-aksyon. Kapag may kakulangan, agad itong itinat-
ama at ipinapaliwanag upang hindi na maulit.

May mga pagkakataon ding nagpapadala
siya ng tao upang magsampa ng reklamo at obserba-
han ang aktwal na pagtugon ng mga tauhan. Layunin
nitong tiyakin na hindi nawawala ang respeto, maayos
na pakikitungo, at tamang interpersonal relationship
sa pagitan ng kapulisan at mamamayan. Ang serbisyo
ay hindi dapat nauuwi sa iringan o sigawan—kundi sa
mahinahon, makatao, at makatarungang pagresolba
ng problema.

Hanggang sa dulo, dapat na naihahatid ang
reklamo sa tamang tanggapan. Kung kinakailangang
iendorso sa ibang ahensya tulad ng DOJ o iba pang
institusyon, dapat ay may gabay at kung maaari ay
may aktwal na paghatid pa. May sasakyan, may ka-
kayahan—kaya’t gamitin ito upang masiguro na ang
mamamayan ay hindi napapabayaan sa proseso.

lyan ang diwa ng serbisyong itinuturo at
pinatutupad ni PBGen Silvio, walang pinagbago sa
integridad at malasakit, ngunit mas tumitindi at mas
tumatalas habang mas lumalawak ang kanilang re-
sponsibilidad.

Sa huli, ang tunay na sukatan ng pamumuno
ay hindi sa posisyon, kundi sa kalidad ng serbisyong
naibibigay sa bawat mamamayan.

Pointer
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Shoppers enjoyed a maxed out Valentine’s experience at SM City Bacoor, SM

City Molino, SM City Rosario, and SM Center Imus — from romantic dates and

sweet café moments to thoughtful gifts and fun family and barkada hangouts.

Php 233-M Worth of Cocaine Seized in Galamba
Buy:Bust;,Twe,Indian Nationals Arrestedy

CALAMBA CITY,
Laguna — Authorities
seized approximately 44
kilograms of suspected
cocaine valued at £233.2
million and arrested two
Indian nationals during a
buy-bust operation in Villa
de Calamba, Barangay La
Mesa, at around 2:30 a.m.
on February 21, 2026.

The  operation
was led by the Philippine
Drug Enforcement Agency
(PDEA) RO-NCR South-
ern District Office and
conducted jointly with the

i

PDEA RO-4A Laguna Pro-
vincial Office, PDEA RO-
4A Regional Special En-
forcement Team, and the
Philippine National Police
(PNP) Calamba.
Confiscated
during the operation were
a total of 44,000 grams
of suspected cocaine
with a standard value of
$233,200,000 and an es-
timated street value of
£176,000,000.
Recovered drug
evidence included two
kilograms of suspected

cocaine wrapped in trans-
parent plastic and placed
inside a brown paper bag,
which was the subject of
sale, and 42 kilograms of
suspected cocaine indi-
vidually wrapped in trans-
parent plastic and placed
inside an open carton box,
which was the subject of
possession.

Authorities  also
seized non-drug evidence
consisting of one genuine
P500 bill placed on top
of 16 bundles of boodle
money used as buy-bust

SMCENTER IMUS

Smiles, snapshots, and so much good fortune! Our God of Wealth brought luck
and happiness to everyone here at your most loved SM City Molino, SM City
Bacoor, SM City Rosario, and SM Center Imus!

Thank you for celebrating and sharing the festive spirit with us! Here’s to a

prosperous year ahead!

money, one brown paper
bag used as container of
the buy-bust money, one
mobile phone, one Mak-
kah (Mecca) passport, and
one Indian passport.

Arrested were
Alyas Munir, also known
as “FiveSix,” 30, married,
a businessman and resi-
dent of Ranchi, India; and
alyas Abdul, 32, single, a
businessman and resident
of Kolkata, West Bengal,
India.

The suspects will

face charges for violations
of Sections 5 and 11, Arti-
cle Il of Republic Act No.
9165, also known as the
Comprehensive Danger-
ous Drugs Act of 2002.
The seized sub-

stances will be submitted
to the PDEA Laboratory
Service for examination.
Authorities reported that
all operating personnel are
safe and accounted for.
(Edjun Mariposque)
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‘"’ Sara Duterte, Personal na Binisita ang mga
sSundalong Nakallgtas Sa I'aglulmg ng M
Trisha Kerstin 3=+ ~

Personal na bi-
nisita ni Sara Duterte ang
dalawang sundalo na na-
kaligtas matapos lumubog
ang MV Trisha Kerstin 3
noong Enero 26, 2026.
Layunin ng pagbisita na
personal na kumustahin
ang kalagayan ng mga
biktima at tiyaking patuloy
ang kanilang paggaling
matapos ang trahedya sa

karagatan.
Ayon sa Bise
Presidente, ikinatuwa

niyang makita na nasa
maayos nang kondisyon
ang mga sundalo at ligtas
na sa anumang pangan-
ib. Nagpaabot din siya ng
taos-pusong pasasalamat
sa mga doktor, nurse, at
iba pang medical staff na
walang sawang nagbigay
ng agarang lunas at pan-
gangalaga sa mga nasa-
gip.

Binigyang-diin
din niya ang kahalagah-
an ng mabilis na pagtu-
gon ng mga awtoridad at
rescuers na naging susi

upang mailigtas ang mga
biktima at maiwasan ang
mas malalang trahedya.

Patuloy naman ang kanil-
ang rehabilitasyon. Ulat ni
Salvacion Requirme

Members of the
Social Security System
(SSS) can be assured
that their pensions remain
secure, Finance Secre-
tary and Social Security
Commission (SSC) Chair
Frederick D. Go said, af-
ter the agency reported
its strongest financial per-
formance ever, reinforcing
the stability, reliability, and
long-term sustainability of
benefits for generations of
Filipinos.

In 2025, SSS
posted a net income of
PHP 142.97 billion, mark-
ing a 58.4% increase from
the previous year. Total as-
sets likewise grew to PHP
1.26 trillion, up 22.1% from
PHP 1.083 trillion in 2024.

For the first time
in its history, the SSS Re-
serve Fund surpassed the
PHP 1 trillion mark — an
important milestone that
strengthens the institu-
tion’s resilience against
economic shocks, en-
hances its capacity to
withstand ~ demographic
pressures, and ensures its
ability to meet future bene-
fit obligations.

“This record per-
formance and over 1 tril-
lion-peso reserve fund lev-
el send a clear message
to SSS members: your
pensions are secure; your
benefits sustained,” SSC
Chair Go said.

“Guided by Presi-
dent Ferdinand R. Marcos,
Jr’s directive to enhance
benefits and strength-
en governance, we are
building a social security
system that is financially
resilient and more respon-
sive to the needs of every
Filipino,” he added.

SSS  President
and Chief Executive Offi-
cer Jay de Claro attributes
the improved performance
to sustained fiscal disci-
pline, strengthened fund
governance, and long-
term reforms designed to
safeguard members’ con-
tributions and preserve
the fund’s actuarial sound-
ness.

“Surpassing the
1 trillion peso mark in our
Reserve Fund is a histor-
ic milestone and a strong
affirmation of our duty to
every Filipino worker and
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pensioner who relies on
SSS.

This perfor-
mance reflects prudent
stewardship of members’
contributions, strength-
ened governance, and our
continuing commitment to
deliver secure and sus-
tainable benefits—today
and for generations to
come,” he said.

Beyond its fi-
nancial gains, the SSS
implemented its first-ever
annual pension increase
in 2025, granting year-
ly increases of 10% for
retirement and disability
pensions, and 5% for sur-
vivor pensions from 2025
to 2027.

The pension re-
form is expected to sup-
port household consump-
tion among pensioners
and contribute to overall
economic growth.

Service delivery
was likewise enhanced
with the rollout of the
MySSS Card—a fully func-
tional debit card linked to a
savings account—making
benefit and loan disburse-
ments more convenient for

CALAMBA CITY,
Laguna — In a continuing
push to strengthen grass-
roots entrepreneurship
and uplift local families,
the City Government of
Calamba, under the lead-
ership of Roseller "Ross"
H. Rizal, successfully
distributed sari-sari store
packages to 23 beneficia-
ries through the “Tindahan
Ni Eva” program.

More than a sim-
ple act of assistance, the
initiative serves as a stra-
tegic livelihood investment
designed to help fami-
lies establish sustainable
small businesses. Each
sari-sari store package
represents not just starter
goods and supplies, but
renewed hope, opportu-
nity, and a concrete path
toward financial indepen-
dence.

Mayor Rizal em-
phasized that the program
is anchored on long-term
empowerment rather than
temporary relief. By equip-
ping beneficiaries with
capital in the form of store
packages, the city govern-
ment aims to reduce pov-
erty, promote self-reliance,
and create steady sources
of income for Calambefio

households.

The “Tindahan Ni
Eva” program reflects the
city’s broader economic vi-
sion—strengthening com-
munity-based enterprises
that stimulate neighbor-
hood-level economic ac-
tivity. Every small store
opened contributes to lo-
cal commerce, supports
daily household needs,
and fosters a culture of
hard work and persever-
ance.

Under Mayor
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Mayor Ross Rizal Empowers 23
Families with “Tindahan Ni Eva”
Sarl Sarl Store Pacl(ages in calamlla

Ross Rizal's administra-
tion, Calamba continues
to implement programs
that go beyond traditional
aid, focusing instead on
sustainable solutions that
create real economic op-
portunities.

Through initia-
tives like this, the city re-
affirms its commitment to
building a more progres-
sive, resilient, and hope-
ful community for every
Calambefio family.

(Edjun Mariposque)

members.

In 2025, SSS dis-
bursed PHP 304.94 billion
in pensions and benefits
to 5.66 million members
nationwide. Loan releases
reached PHP 61.11 billion,
providing timely financial
assistance to workers and
their families.

To further ease
borrowing costs, SSS re-

duced interest rates on
key loan facilities from
10% to 8%. The Pension
Loan Program was also
expanded to cover survi-
vor pensioners, extending
benefits to an additional
1.2 million members.

SSS continues to
provide accessible credit
support through programs
such as the Calamity

Loan, Emergency Loan,
and the upcoming Micro
Loan Program.

“Patuloy na
maghahatid ang SSS ng
mga programang tulad
ng Micro Loan at Calami-
ty Loan upang makapag-
bigay ng sapat, abot-kaya
at mas mabilis na suporta
sa aming mga miyembro,”
SSC Chair Go said.



