CALAMBA CITY,
Laguna — A significant
boost to public health and
overseas worker sup-
port programs marked a
high-profile visit by Ferdi-
nand R. Marcos Jr. in La-
guna, highlighted by the
turnover of emergency
vehicles and the rollout of
reintegration initiatives for
returning Filipinos.

According to Sol
Aragones, the province
received two new ambu-
lances, also referred to
as Patient Transport Ve-
hicles (PTVs), personally
granted by the President.
The additional units are
expected to enhance the
province’s emergency
response capability and
improve access to health-
care services, particularly
in underserved communi-
ties.

Governor  Ara-
gones expressed gratitude
for the continued national
government support, em-
phasizing that the new
ambulances will play a
crucial role in saving lives
and strengthening Lagu-
na’s healthcare system.
Meanwhile,

-
-

Roseller ‘Ross’ H. Rizal
welcomed President Mar-
cos during the awarding
ceremony of the Expand-
ed Livelihood Program for
Overseas Filipino Workers
(OFWs), along with the
Reintegration Grant and
Scale Demonstration and
Training. The event was
held at the historic Jose
Rizal Shrine, Calamba
City, Laguna.

Mayor Rizal de-
scribed the President’s
visit as an honor for
Calamba City, noting that
the programs provide vi-
tal support and renewed

hope for OFWs transition-
ing back to life in the Phil-
ippines. He highlighted the
importance of reintegra-
tion efforts in empowering
returning workers to re-
build their livelihoods and
contribute to local eco-

r

;

nomic growth.

Also present
during the event were lo-
cal officials including Ba-
rangay Mayapa Chairper-
son Vicky Torres-Sumbillo,
who joined in welcoming
the national leadership.

The dual initia-
tives—healthcare support
through ambulance de-
ployment and economic
assistance for OFWs—un-
derscore the administra-
tion’s continued focus on
inclusive development and

community resilience.
“Always for the
nation,” Mayor Rizal af-
firmed, reinforcing the
shared commitment of lo-
cal and national leaders to
public service.
(Edjun Mariposque)

Dredging near PNR Rail bridge

Alabang River (Facing Laguna Lake)

Before: July 2025

Afer: Feb 4, 2026

Relocatlon of ISFsand removal of encroached

Sheet piles

-3

Alabang River Mouth

an Miguel
orporatlon (SMC)’s riv-
er cleanup initiative has
cleared a critical stretch of
the Alabang River, boost-
ing flood resilience in an
area bounded by residen-
tial subdivisions, public
roads, and the South Lu-
zon Expressway (SLEX)
in Muntinlupa City.

Based on its
latest monitoring report,
SMC’s Better Rivers PH
river cleanup initiative has
removed a total of 62,363
metric tons (MT) of silt and
waste from the Alabang
River, starting from its
mouth at Laguna de Bay,
through Cupang Bridge,
and up to its section near
the PNR Railway Bridge.

The effort is now
progressing upstream to-
ward the Alabang Viaduct
area.

With this devel-
opment, taken together
with other simultaneous
river cleanups that SMC
is currently undertaking in

six other areas north
and south of Metro
Manila, the company’s
Better Rivers PH pro-
gram has breached 9
million tons of silt and
garbage removed from
at least 10 major river
systems, since 2020.

It can be re-
called that SMC began
its clearing operations
of Alabang River upon
the request of the
Muntinlupa City local
government unit (LGU)
and in coordination
with the Department of
Public Works and High-
ways (DPWH), follow-
ing a flooding incident
at the Alabang Viaduct
in July 2025.

Now, im-
proved river flow has
already been observed
as rehabilitation of this
critical waterway pro-
gresses, well ahead of
the rainy season.

In addition

cont. on page 6
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 Beyond Barriers: How CARD Bank ensures financial
-1y, accessibility for deaf clients

1
1
1
1
In a banking environment where spoken :
communication is central to daily transactions, CARD 1
Bank, Inc., a microfinance-oriented rural bank, is rede-
fining accessibility by creating spaces and initiatives
that allow persons with disabilities (PWDs), particularly |
deaf clients, to access financial services with conve- 1|
nience and dignity. |
Inclusive communication 1

Guided by national policies such as Repub- |

lic Act No. 7277, or the Magna Carta for Disabled |
Persons, CARD Bank has made its deposit account 1
opening and customer verification processes more !
inclusive. The goal is simple: make every client feel :
welcome from the very first step. I
Across its branches, accessibility ramps and I

priority lanes help make physical access easier. Clear
language sign “CARD Bank” at Barleta Branch, welcome signage at entrances and in Customer Ser-
Laguna. Cont. on page 6 |
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Produktiho ang Culminating
Activity ng National
Women's Month 2026
naisinagawa ng Rizal PP0

CARD MRI Senior Adviser Dr. Dolores M. Tor-
res (1st row, 2nd from right) with CARD Bank
staff and deaf clients (front rows), using hand

Get ready for a MAX-OUT Easter Sunday ex-
perience at your most-loved SM City Calam-
ba! We’re bringing you the FIRST-EVER Easter
Parade packed with colorful mascots, festive
vibes, and non-stop fun for the whole fami-
ly! Hop into the celebration, strike a pose with
your favorite characters, and make this Easter a
memorable one!
#CelebrateEasterAtSM
#GalaToTheMax
#GoAIllIOutAtSM
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PAGSUNOD SA BAGONG PNP SOCIAL
MEDIA GUIDELINES

LEVEL UP SA SOCIAL MEDIA COMPLI-
ANCE

Bilang pagtugon sa inilabas na memoran-
dum ng Philippine National Police (PNP) kaugnay
ng mas mahusay at de kalidad na pagpapatupad
ng social media policies, opisyal nang inilunsad ng
lyak pa mit ang bago nitong logo na sumasalamin
sa disiplina, propesyonalismo, at tamang paggamit
ng social media bilang isang PNP content platform.

Ang hakbang na ito ay alinsunod sa
“Guidelines and Centralized Review Process for
Unit Vlogging and Content Creation,” na naglalay-
ong tiyakin na ang lahat ng nilalathalang content
na may kaugnayan sa PNP ay naaayon sa paman-
tayan ng organisasyon at nagpapalakas ng tiwala
ng publiko.

Bilang admin at content creator ng , ako
po ay buong paggalang at agarang tumugon sa
mga panuntunang inilabas ng Police Community
Affairs and Development Group (PCADG), alinsu-
nod sa direktiba ni Chief Director Staff ng PNP na
si PLTGEN VINCENT D IGNACIO.

Ang mabilis na pagtugon na ito ay hindi
lamang po pagsunod sa utos, kundi isang malinaw
na paninindigan na maging mabuting halimbawa
sa kapwa kapulisan—na ang bawat post, bawat
content, at bawat mensahe ay dapat sumasalamin
sa integridad, disiplina, at responsibilidad na hini-
hingi ng PNP Code of Ethics at PNP Social Media
Guidelines.

Kasabay nito, buong suporta ang ipinap-
ahayag sa pamunuan ng Philippine National Po-
lice sa ilalim ng liderato ni Chief PNP PGEN JOSE
MELENCIO C NARTATEZ JR., gayundin sa PNP
Focused Agenda na patuloy na nagpapalakas sa
serbisyo ng kapulisan para sa mamamayan.

Suportado rin nito ang pamunuan ng Na-
tional Capital Region Police Office (NCRPO) sa
pamumuno ni Regional Director PMGEN ANTHO-
NY AABERIN, at ang policy framework nitong Able,
Active, Allied (AAA) na nagsisilbing gabay sa epek-
tibo at makataong pagpapatupad ng tungkulin.

Bilang bahagi ng adhikain, isinusulong
din ng Tambayan ng Pulis ang limang guiding prin-
ciples ng NCRPO:

Sa pamamagitan ng mga prinsipyong ito,
layunin ang patuloy na mapalakas ang ugnayan
ng pulis at mamamayan—isang mahalagang pun-
dasyon ng kapayapaan, kaayusan, at tiwala sa li-
punan.

Bukod dito, aktibong tumutulong sa iba’t
ibang yunit ng Philippine National Police sa pagsa-
sapubliko ng kanilang mga accomplishment, oper-
asyon, at good deeds ng kapulisan, upang maipa-
kita sa publiko ang tunay na serbisyo at sakripisyo
ng bawat pulis sa bansa.

Higit pa rito, magsisilbi itong plataporma
at halimbawa sa pagbibigay ng mahahalagang
impormasyon at inspirasyon tulad ng PNP Recruit-
ment para sa gustong mapabilang sa hanay ng
PNP, public safety awareness, at mga positibong
kuwento ng kabutihan at serbisyo ng kapulisan, ka-
sabay ng pagbibigay ng inspirasyon at good vibes
sa bawat Pilipino.

Ang bagong logo ay hindi lamang simbo-
lo ng pagbabago—ito ay panata ng mas maingat,
mas responsable, at mas makabuluhang paggamit
ng social media bilang instrumento ng serbisyo
publiko.

Pinapaalalahanan din ang publiko na
facebook profile na ito ay isang PNP content plat-
form at hindi opisyal na page ng Philippine National
Police.

lag“nalll

LAGUNA, Philip-
pines — Sol Aragones has
opened 2026 on a high
note, securing outstand-
ing trust and performance
scores in the latest provin-
cial opinion poll.

Based on the
Pulso ng Bayan Survey
conducted by Social Pulse
Philippines, 1,000 adult
respondents from various
parts of Laguna were in-
terviewed from March 10
to 16. The results showed
a 91% trust rating and an
86% performance rating
for Aragones—now the
highest ever achieved by
a sitting governor in the
province.

The strong rat-
ings reflect widespread
public approval of the
governor’s leadership and
the effectiveness of her
administration’s initiatives.
Residents pointed to sev-
eral key factors behind
the high marks, including
improved healthcare deliv-
ery, increased support for
hospitals, expanded aid
programs for different sec-
tors, and continuous in-
frastructure development
such as roadworks and
public facilities.

Education ini-
tiatives also  received
recognition, particularly
scholarship programs and
youth-centered efforts.
Meanwhile, strengthened
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disaster preparedness
and response measures
were cited as crucial con-
tributions to community
safety and resilience.

Survey results in-
dicate that many residents
feel the tangible impact of
these programs in their
daily lives. Respondents
noted a more active and
visible local government
presence, fostering a
deeper sense of connec-
tion and trust within com-
munities.

Residents  also
expressed their support
and appreciation. A re-
spondent from Los Bafios
highlighted the governor’s
dedication to inclusive
public service, while an-
other from Santa Rosa
praised Aragones’ leader-
ship, calling her one of the
finest not only in Laguna
but across the country.

Overall, the find-
ings underscore how re-
sponsive governance,
clear direction, and con-
sistent public engagement
can build strong public
trust.

As Laguna pro-
gresses through 2026,
the survey reflects both
recognition of  current
achievements and public
expectations for continued
progress and improved
community programs.

(Edjun Mariposque)

Some Public Util-
ity Vehicle (PUV) drivers
in the Calabarzon region
praised the expected roll-
out of the government’s
fuel subsidy which aims to
help them cope with rising
oil prices amid tensions in
the Middle East.

Since the effects
of the crisis have been felt
across the world, jeepney
drivers have become one
of the most vulnerable
sectors, as they are heav-
ily affected by the rising
cost of fuel, particularly
diesel, which they rely on
for their operations.

Once the finan-
cial assistance is distribut-
ed to other regions follow-
ing the National Capital
Region (NCR), PUV driv-
ers are expected to feel
some relief, as it will help
ease their financial bur-
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den.

For Julius Cas-
tor, a jeepney driver from
Laguna, the financial as-
sistance to be distributed
by the Department of So-
cial Welfare and Devel-
opment (DSWD) will help
cover their daily expens-
es, particularly fuel costs,
allowing them to continue
operating.

“Malaki po,
gawa ng siyempre yung
kakarampot lang na kita
ay napupunta na lang
sa pang-krudo, tapos
‘pag hindi naman kami
naghanapbuhay at hindi
nakakapamasada, wala
din kaming kikitain, wala
kaming kakainin, saktu-
han lang po sa pambili ng
pagkain, boundary pa, eh
siyempre kakayod ka tala-
ga,” Castor said.

cont. on page 3

TAYTAY, Rizal
— Naging produktibo na
isinagawa ng Rizal Police
Provincial Office ang cul-
minating activity ng pagdi-
riwang ng National Wom-
en's Month 2026 bilang
bahagi ng patuloy na pag-
susulong ng pagkakapan-
tay- pantay ng kasarian
at pagbibigay-halaga sa
mahalagang papel ng ka-
babaihan sa lipunan.

Idinaos ang pro-
grama noong Marso 26,
2026, ganap na alas-3:00
ng hapon sa Camp MGen
Licerio |. Geronimo sa
Barangay Dolores, kung
saan nagtipon ang mga
opisyal at kawani ng ka-
pulisan upang makiisa sa
selebrasyon.

Pinangunahan
ang aktibidad ni Christine
Al Marie B. Valenzona,
Chief ng Police Commu-
nity Affairs and Devel-
opment Unit (PCADU),
katuwang ang iba pang
babaeng opisyal na pat-
uloy na nagsusulong ng
gender and development
initiatives sa hanay ng ka-
pulisan.

Naging makab-
uluhan ang okasyon sa
pamamagitan ng pag-
bibigay ng mensahe mula
sa mga panauhing tag-
apagsalita na sina Lhen E.
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Gojar, Chairman ng Sinag
Elite Lady Eagles Club;
Jessica Barber; at Eleazar
R. Barber Jr., Provincial
Director.

Sa kanilang mga
talumpati, binigyang-diin
nila ang kahalagahan ng
pagkilala sa kakayahan,
karapatan, at ambag ng
kababaihan sa pagpa-
paunlad ng komunidad at
ng bansa, gayundin ang
patuloy na pagtataguyod
ng isang inklusibo at ligtas
na kapaligiran para sa la-
hat.

Bilang bahagi ng
pagdiriwang, tampok din
ang mga dance presenta-
tion mula sa mga kababai-
hang pulis ng Rizal na
nagpakita ng kanilang tal-
ento at pakikiisa sa sele-
brasyon, na nagbigay-sig-
la at inspirasyon sa mga
dumalo.

Ayon sa pa-
munuan ng Rizal PPO,
ang nasabing aktibidad
ay nagsilbing patunay ng
matibay na paninindigan
ng kanilang tanggapan
sa pagtataguyod ng kara-
patan ng kababaihan at
sa pagpapatibay ng isang
lipunang may paggalang,
pagkakapantay-pantay, at
malasakit para sa bawat
isa.

(Pau Dela Cruz)
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As AN pisisyon
ng Southeast Asian na
Association of this year.
isulong ang panrehiyong
pagkakaisa sa githa ng
kawalan ng katiyakan ng
pandaigdigang enerhiya.

Sinabi ni Senador
Francis “Chiz” Escudero
na dapat magsikap ang
Maynila na isulong ang
ASEAN Petroleum Secu-
rity Agreement (APSA) at
tiyaking masusuportahan
ng mga miyembrong es-
tado ang isa't isa sa pana-
hon ng pagkagambala sa
suplay ng petrolyo.

Ang APSA ay
ang iminungkahing bal-
angkas ng ASEAN para
sa emergency fuelsharing,
na idinisenyo upang paya-
gan ang mga miyembrong
estado na mag-supply ng
petrolyo sa mga kapitba-
hay na nahaharap sa ka-
kulangan ng hindi bababa
sa 10 porsiyento ng kanil-
ang mga lokal na pan-
gangailangan. Ang mga
layunin nito ay patatagin
ang suplay ng enerhiya,
maiwasan ang mga pag-
kabigla sa ekonomiya, at
palakasin ang sama-sa-
mang katatagan ng ASE-
AN sa panahon ng krisis.

Nabanggit ng
Bicolano na senador na
ang APSA scheme ay
huwaran sa International
Energy Agency (IEA), na
nagpasimuno sa coordi-
nated fuelsharing sa mga
miyembro nito.

“Sa pamamag-
itan ng pagpapabilis sa
pagkumpleto ng APSA,
ang ASEAN ay maaaring
magtatag ng sarili nitong
mekanismo para sa emer-
gency na supply ng gaso-
lina, na na-trigger kapag
ang isang miyembrong es-
tado ay nakaranas ng ka-
kulangan ng hindi bababa
sa 10 porsiyento,” sabi ni
Escudero.

Idinagdag niya
na ang kaayusan na ito
ay sumusuporta sa tat-
long priority pillar ng ASE-
AN—Peace and Security
Anchors, Prosperity Cor-
ridors, at People Empow-
erment—na sumasalamin
sa kolektibong pagtuon ng
rehiyon sa resilience, eco-
nomic integration, at com-
munity solidarity.

"Ang kasalu-
kuyang pagkasumpungin
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sa Gitnang Silangan ay
nagbibigay-diin sa pan-
gangailangan ng isang
rehiyonal na aksyon, na
may pagtaas ng presyo ng
langis at ang mga supply
chain ay mahina. Kailan-
gan nating kumilos bilang
isang ASEAN," aniya.

Binigyang-diin
ng beteranong mambaba-
tas na ang balangkas ng
fuelsharing ng ASEAN ay
magiging  pinakamabisa
kung suportado ng mga
miyembrong estado na
may reserbang langis at
kapasidad ng produksyon,
tulad ng Brunei Darus-
salam, Indonesia, at Ma-
laysia.

"Ang kanilang
tungkulin ay napakahal-
aga sa pag-angkla ng
kasunduan. Sa pamamag-
itan ng pagsasama-sama
ng mga mapagkukunan,
matitiyak ng ASEAN na
ang mga pang-emerhen-
siyang supply ay hindi la-
mang ipinangako ngunit
naihatid kapag kinakail-
angan," aniya. "Ang pag-
babahagi ng gasolina ay
hindi lamang tungkol sa
mga bariles ng langis. Ito
rin ay tungkol sa tiwala,
katumbasan, at katiyakan
na walang miyembrong
estado ang maiiwan."

Sinabi ni  Es-
cudero na ang pagiging
chairman ng Pilipinas ay
parehong responsibilidad
at pagkakataon.

"to na ang
pagkakataon nating pa-
munuan ang ASEAN tun-
go sa energy resilience. Sa
pamamagitan ng pagtutu-
lungan, mapoprotektahan
natin ang ating rehiyon
mula sa mga panlabas na
pagkabigla at tunay na is-
ama ang tema ng summit
ngayong taon, "Navigating
Our Future, Together," na
may pagkakaisa at ibina-
haging layunin."

Noong Marso 17,
opisyal na binuksan ang
Anilag Festival Level-Up
2026 Grand Opening at
Trade Fair, na dinumog ng
libo-libong mamamayan at
bisita.

Lalong pinasigla
ang selebrasyon sa pag-
tatanghal ng SexBomb
Girls, na nagbigay saya at
enerhiya sa mga manon-
ood.

Sumunod  ang
iba’t ibang patimpalak tu-
lad ng SAYAWIT (Sing and
Dance Competition) at
ang makapigil-hiningang
fireworks display na nag-
silbing highlight ng gabi.
Pagpupugay sa Kultura,
Kabataan, at Komunidad

Sa mga sumu-
nod na araw, ipinakita ang
yaman ng kultura at tal-
ento ng mga Lagunense
sa pamamagitan ng iba’'t
ibang aktibidad gaya ng:

*Miss Gay Anilag
2026 Coronation Night

*Hataw Laguna
Dance Fitness Competi-
tion

*Burdang Lum-
ban Designers Competi-
tion

Mayora’s Fash-
ion Show

*Konsiyerto para
sa Senior Citizens

*Enchanted
Kingdom Magical Show

Nagbigay rin ng
kasiyahan at oportunidad
ang Grand Laguna Wed-
dings and Events Expo,
kung saan tampok ang
mga negosyo at serbisyo
para sa kasal at iba pang
selebrasyon.

Serbisyong Pan-
lipunan at Aktibong Parti-
sipasyon ng Kabataan

Hindi lamang ka-
siyahan ang hatid ng fes-
tival, kundi pati serbisyong
panlipunan.

Kabilang dito ang
pamamahagi ng libreng
gulay na naglalayong su-

In celebrati
from SM City Tanza — including employees, security
guards, and maintenance personnel — came together
for a meaningful coastal clean-up initiative at Barangay
Julugan 1, Tanza Cavite, led by SM Cares in partnership

‘7 .8
nteers
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portahan ang nutrisyon at
kabuhayan ng mga mam-
amayan.

Nagkaroon din
ng mga kompetisyon at
palaro para sa kabataan
tulad ng:

*Mobile Legends
Competition

*Cheerdance
Competition

*Anilag  All-Star
Basketball

Ang mga pro-
gramang ito ay nag-
bigay-daan sa mas ak-
tibong partisipasyon ng
kabataan at pagpapalakas
ng sportsmanship, team-
work, at disiplina.

Engrandeng
Pagtatapos na Nagpakita
ng Pagkakaisa at Pag-asa

Nagtapos  ang
isang linggong selebra-
syon noong Marso 21 sa
pamamagitan ng isang
engrandeng konsiyerto
na tampok ang sikat na
mang-aawit na si Bam-
boo Manalac, na nagbigay
inspirasyon at saya sa li-
bo-libong manonood.

Sinundan ito
ng makulay at kamang-
ha-manghang Grand Fire-
works Display, na nagsil-
bing simbolo ng pag-asa,
pagkakaisa, at patuloy na
pag-unlad ng Lalawigan
ng Laguna.

Simbolo ng Lev-
el-Up na Kaunlaran sa
Laguna

Ang matagump-
ay na pagdiriwang ng
Anilag Festival Level Up
2026 ay patunay ng pat-
uloy na pag-angat ng
Lalawigan ng Laguna—
hindi lamang sa turismo at
ekonomiya, kundi pati sa
serbisyong panlipunan at
pangkalusugan.

Sa pamumuno
ni Gov. Sol Aragones, ang
festival ay naging malinaw
na hudyat ng isang lalaw-
igang tunay na nagle-level
up—mas progresibo, mas
maunlad, at mas handang
harapin ang hinaharap
para sa kapakanan ng
bawat Lagunense.

( Pau Dela Cruz)

LALAWIGAN NG
LAGUNA — Buong sigla,
pagkakaisa, at pagmamal-
aki na ipinagdiwang ng
mga mamamayan ang
matagumpay na isang
linggong selebrasyon ng
Anilag Festival Level Up
2026, isang makulay at
makabuluhang  pagdiri-
wang na sumasalamin sa
mas pinaigting na pag-un-
lad ng lalawigan sa ilalim
ng pamumuno ni Gov. Sol
Aragones.

Ang Anilag, na
nagmula sa salitang “Ani
ng Laguna,” ay muling
ithaas sa mas mataas
na antas ngayong taon
sa pamamagitan ng mas
malalaking papremyo,
mas pinahusay na mga
programa at serbisyo, at
mas malawak na partisi-
pasyon ng komunidad.
Ipinakita ng selebrasyon
ang patuloy na pag-angat
ng ekonomiya, turismo,
kultura, at serbisyong
pangkalusugan sa buong
lalawigan.

Sa loob ng pitong
araw, tampok ang iba’t
ibang aktibidad na nag-
bigay saya, inspirasyon,

Mhepaper.that/stand/forrealivaluesiandigivesiyoulrealivalueformoney,
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at oportunidad sa mga La-
gunense—mula sa relihiy-
osong selebrasyon, trade
fairs, kompetisyon, konsi-
yerto, hanggang sa mga
programang  pangkabu-
hayan at pangkalusugan.

Makulay na Pag-
bubukas at Pagkilala sa
Natatanging Lagunense

Sinimulan  ang
selebrasyon noong Marso
16 sa pamamagitan ng
Anilag Festival Procession
na sinundan ng banal na
misa, na nagbigay-diin
sa pananampalataya at
tradisyon ng mga mama-
mayan.

Isa sa mga tam-
pok na programa ang
Gawad Parangal sa Na-
tatanging Lagunense
2026, kung saan Kkinilala
ang mga indibidwal na
nagbigay ng natatanging
ambag sa komunidad at
sa pag-unlad ng lalaw-
igan. Kasabay nito ang
paglulunsad ng Laguna
Pilgrimage Tourism Pack-
age Tour, na naglalayong
palakasin ang turismo at
ipakilala ang mga maka-
saysayang simbahan at
destinasyon sa lalawigan.

Inatasan ng Phil-
ippine  National Police
(PNP) ang lahat ng yunit
nito na paigtingin ang
pagpapatupad ng road
safety measures upang
maiwasan ang aksidente
ngayong Semana Santa
at summer break.

Ayon kay PNP
spokesperson Brig. Gen.
Randulf Tuafo, mag-
de-deploy ng sapat na
bilang ng mga pulis para
sa mahigpit na pagpapa-
tupad ng batas-trapiko,
kabilang ang inspeksyon
ng mga pampasaherong
sasakyan sa mga termi-
nal.

Mahalaga rin ani-
ya ang koordinasyon sa
mga lokal na pamahalaan
at iba pang ahensya.

Batay sa da-
tos ng PNP, bumaba
ang kabuuang aksidente

with the Municipal Environment and Natural Resourc-
es Office. Through teamwork and shared responsibility,
volunteers helped protect our shores and promote envi-
ronmental awareness in the community — reminding us
that caring for our waters today means a better tomorrow

for all.

#SMCaresCoastalCleanUps
#SMWasteFreeFuture
#EmpoweringCommunities

EROmMPAGEN]

sa kalsada noong Abril
hanggang Mayo 2025 sa
30,516 mula 31,992 noong
2024, ngunit tumaas ang
bilang ng nasawi sa 919
mula 884.

Pinakamarami
ang kaso sa Central Lu-
zon, Calabarzon, llocos
Region, at Northern Min-
danao.

Kaugnay nito,
hinimok ang mga motoris-
ta na tiyaking maayos ang
sasakyan at planado ang
biyahe.

Samantala, nag-
babala rin ang PNP sa
pagtaas ng pagkalunod.
Noong 2025 kasi, naka-
pagtala ng 151 insidente,
tumaas ito mula sa 90
drowning incidents noong
2024, karamihan sa llocos
Region at Calabarzon.

Nakikipag-ug-
nayan naman na ang Mar-
itime Group sa mga resort
at beach operators para
sa kaligtasan ng publiko.

Paalala ng PNP
sa publiko na maging re-
sponsable at sumunod sa
safety measures habang
nagbabakasyon.

( Nelson Dimapilis)
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Mayor Roseller “Ross” H. Rizal's

CALAMBA CITY,
Laguna — A message
of hope, gratitude, and
commitment to education
highlighted a recent day
care moving-up ceremony,
where Nancy Dimaranan
represented Roseller
‘Ross’ H. Rizal and deliv-
ered his heartfelt congrat-
ulations to young learners,
parents, and educators.

Speaking on
behalf of the mayor, Di-
maranan described the
occasion as a meaning-
ful milestone marking the
first step in the children’s
educational journey. She
emphasized the growth of
the pupils—from hesitant
beginners to confident and
eager learners—drawing
parallels to a child’s first
steps in life.

“Today marks the
completion of the first step
in their educational jour-
ney—a moment filled with
pride and joy,” she said,
noting the shared efforts
of teachers and parents in
guiding the children’s de-
velopment.

Dimaranan reaf-
firmed that education re-
mains a top priority under
the leadership of Mayor
Rizal. She highlighted
ongoing initiatives by the
local government, includ-
ing the construction of
additional school facilities,
provision of uniforms and
school supplies, and con-
tinuous support for educa-
tors.

She also under-
scored the development of
the City College of Calam-
ba, which aims to expand
access to free and quality
higher education for the

city’s youth.

The message
further recognized the
crucial role of Day Care
Centers as the founda-
tion of learning and values
formation. According to
Dimaranan, the local gov-
ernment remains commit-
ted to strengthening early
childhood education by
ensuring that every child
has access to proper care,
learning opportunities, and
a nurturing environment.

Special acknowl-
edgment was given to Day
Care Workers for their
dedication as the chil-
dren’s first teachers, as

Education Agenda snlnes at Calamba
Day Gare ceremnnv WE

well as to parents and ba-
rangay officials for their vi-
tal roles in supporting and
maintaining safe and con-
ducive learning spaces.

The  ceremony
concluded with a renewed
call for unity among fami-
lies, educators, and local
leaders in building a strong
educational foundation for
the next generation.

“Together, we
build a strong foundation
for our children—one that
will lead them toward a
brighter and more prom-
ising future,” Dimaranan
said.

(Edjun Mariposque)

vice Sections lets Deaf cli-
ents know that fair accom-
modation is available and
accessible to all.

To support
smoother communica-
tion, branches provide
Filipino Sign Language
(FSL) booklets, easy-to-
read product guides, and
instructional videos with
FSL insets. The staff, in-
cluding guards, customer
service representatives,
and cashiers, are required
to keep a pen and paper
on hand at all times to fa-
cilitate immediate written
communication.

They are also
trained to guide clients
through forms and re-
quirements while adhering
to the Know-Your-Custom-
er (KYC) and Anti-Money
Laundering Act (AMLA)
rules. Clients must still
submit standard docu-
ments such as valid IDs
and profile forms, and
once their application is
approved, they may open
a deposit account with an
initial deposit of PHP 200.
In this process, accessibil-
ity goes hand in hand with
compliance.

Financial inclu-
sion across barriers

Inclusion at
CARD Bank extends be-
yond physical modifica-
tions and documentation
processes. It begins with a
transformation in mindset.

On June 15,
2024, the bank held a
whole-day Deaf Aware-
ness Seminar at the
CARD-MRI Development
Institute (CMDI) in Bay,
Laguna. Sixty staff and
faculty members joined
the session, led by Inclu-
sion Consultant Bayani
Generoso Jr. and six Deaf

teachers.

Participants
learned about Deaf cul-
ture, the basics of Filipino
Sign Language, and the
role of hearing individuals
in advancing inclusion.
Sessions covered visu-
al-gestural  communica-
tion, FSL guidelines, and
practical ways to make
financial services more
accessible.

Through inter-
active activities such as
practicing facial expres-
sions, learning basic FSL
signs, and joining open
discussions, staff gain a
deeper understanding of
the Deaf community’s ev-
eryday experiences.

Feedback from
the seminar reflected a
renewed staff commitment
to practicing inclusive
communication. It remind-
ed everyone that real fi-
nancial inclusion means
removing not only physical
barriers, but also commu-
nication gaps and outdat-
ed mindsets.

Bukas, Para sa
Lahat

As part of its so-
cial responsibility efforts,
CARD Bank continues to
work with underserved
communities to improve
lives through financial ser-
vices, livelihood support,
and capacity-building pro-
grams.

Dr. Jaime Ar-
istotle B. Alip, Founder
and Chair Emeritus of
CARD MRI, emphasized
this effort as part of pro-
moting financial inclusion
by removing barriers for
persons with disabilities
(PWDs). “Our mission has
always been clear. Finan-
cial services should reach
those who are often left
behind. Financial inclusion

to dredging, SMC is also
undertaking river widen-
ing works, to improve the
Alabang river’s carrying
capacity and boost flood
mitigation.

These efforts
complement local govern-
ment-led efforts to relo-
cate informal settler fam-
ilies (ISFs) situated along
the riverbanks, and the
removal of sheet piles that
have encroached into the
river, which have restricted

water flow and increased
flood risk.

“Through these
ongoing clean-up and re-
habilitation efforts, SMC
reaffirms its long-term
commitment to flood miti-
gation and environmental
rehabilitation under the
Better Rivers PH program,
working closely with local
government units to pro-
tect communities and pro-
mote cleaner, safer, and
more resilient waterways,”

said SMC Chairman and
CEO Ramon S. Ang.

Also gaining
headway are ongoing Bet-
ter Rivers PH operations
in the Las Pifas River
system (Las Pifas and
Zapote rivers), covering
1.84 kilometers, with a to-
tal of 179,558 metric tons
of dredged silt and waste
removed; the Parafiaque
River system, spanning
9.14  kilometers  with
368,414 metric tons re-

moved; and rivers in Lagu-
na (Landayan, San Pedro,
and Silang-Sta. Rosa),
where 0.83 kilometers has
yielded 93,550 metric tons
of silt and waste.

Efforts north of
Metro Manila include the
start of cleaning up the
Tullahan River upstream
in Novaliches area, which
has thus far covered 300
meters  upstream  with
20,536 metric tons of
waste removed; and the
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Tanza River in Navotas,
where 5,166 tons of waste
has been removed from a
250-meter area.

Meanwhile, on-
going cleanup operations
along the Tabang River in
Bulakan and Malolos, Bu-
lacan have reached 8.03
kilometers, with 29,488
metric tons of waste and
silt collected.

Along with previ-
ously completed cleanups
of the Bulacan, Pampan-

IEROmMPRGER]

is not just about opening
accounts; it is about open-
ing opportunities,” he said.

Meanwhile,
CARD Bank, Inc. Presi-
dent Marivic Austria reaf-
firmed this commitment,
stating, “When we remove
barriers for persons with
disabilities and other un-
derserved sectors, we
affirm their dignity and
strengthen our communi-
ties.” She added, “Inclu-
sion is not an option; it is
our responsibility.”

Account  open-
ing services for Deaf cli-
ents are now implement-
ed across CARD Bank
branches in several prov-
inces, including La Union,
Pangasinan, Benguet, llo-
cos Norte, Laguna, Que-
zon, Oriental Mindoro, Oc-
cidental Mindoro, Tarlac,
Batangas, Camarines Sur,
Camarines Norte, Albay,
lloilo, Leyte, Samar, East-
ern Samar, Marinduque,
Bohol, Antique, Capiz,
Masbate, Davao del Sur,
Davao Oriental, and Co-
tabato, as well as in Metro
Manila.

Alongside these
services, the bank con-
tinues to introduce and
promote deaf-friendly and
inclusive measures to fur-
ther improve banking ac-
cessibility. As of January
2026, CARD Bank serves
367 Deaf clients with ac-
tive accounts.

By reaching out
to the nearly 10% of the
population living with dis-
abilities, many of whom re-
main underserved by tra-
ditional institutions, CARD
Bank, Inc. strengthens its
ongoing commitment to
inclusion.

Through accessi-
ble spaces, informed train-
ing, and active community
engagement, CARD Bank
shows that financial em-
powerment should not
depend on one’s physical
barrier.

It is a shared
right, open to all.

ga, and Laguna river sys-
tems, as well as the Tulla-
han, Pasig, San Juan, and
Navotas rivers, Better Riv-
ers PH has rehabilitated a
total river length of 184.33
kilometers, removing 9.01
million metric tons of gar-
bage, silt, and debris as of
March 22.

PUBLISHER CORNER

ILANG MGA PRIVATE HOSPITALS PLANONG
MAGTAAS NG SINGIL DAHIL SA NARARANA-
SANG KRISIS SA GITNANGISIUANGAN

Nagbabadya
+ na magtaas ng kanilang
singil ang mga private
: hospital sa bansa.

Ayon kay Pri-
. vate Hospitals Associ-
¢ ation of the Philippines
: Inc. (PHAPI) president
. Jose Rene de Grano, na
pinaplano ng ilang mga
: kasamahan na magta-
¢ as ng hanggang limang
. porsyento sa mga si-
¢ nisingil nilng fees.

Kasunod ito sa
. pagtaas ng presyo ng
produktong petrolyo na
: nagiging apektado ang
: mga pagdeliver sa mga
suplay nila ng gamot at

ibang mga medlcal sup-
plies.

Hindi kasi
maaring mag-operate
ang mga pagamutan ng
walang standby genera-
tor kung saan may ilang
pagamutan din ang lu-
mipat sa renewable en-
ergy para tumulong sa
power utility subalit ito
ay may kamahalan.

Although the said
financial assistance will be
rolled out in other regions
in April 2026, the P5,000
fuel subsidy under the As-
sistance to Individuals in
Crisis Situations (AICS) of
the DSWD is expected to
ease the burden on PUV
drivers—but it also leaves
many wondering, what
happens once the aid runs
out?

“Makakatulong
din naman kahit papaano,
dahil para rin iyon sa pam-
bili ng krudo. Pero sa tingin
ko, hindi rin ito magtatagal
dahil mahal pa rin ang pre-
syo ng krudo. Mas mabuti
sana kung pagkatapos
ibigay ang tulong, baba-
ba agad ang presyo kahit
ilang araw lang. Gayun-
paman, makakatulong pa
rin ito, lalo na sa iba pang
gastusin sa bahay tulad ng
pagkain.”

Despite the an-
ticipated government
assistance, PUV drivers
acknowledge that rising
petroleum prices remain
inevitable due to ongoing
international crises. Still,
they express hope that
measures will be imple-
mented to help lessen the
direct impact on their live-
lihood.

Roberto Macapa-
gal, a tricycle driver from
Calamba, Laguna, said
that they are fully aware

[EROMPRGE2]

of the ongoing crisis and
recognize themselves as
among the most affected
sectors.

“Talagang aray
po kami sa hina na nga rin
po ng pamamasada namin
wala na rin po kaming
maisakay minsan, lalo na
ngayon na tumaas talaga
ang gasolina hindi naman
po kami makapagtaas ng
presyo gawa ng meron din
po kaming taripa, yun po
ang iniisip namin kaya po
kami ngayon ay talagang
tiyaga din po talaga para
po at least meron din po
kaming pangtustos sa am-
ing pamilya,” Macapagal
stated.

Amid the chal-
lenges posed by the on-
going crisis and rising
fuel costs, he expressed
appreciation for the gov-
ernment’s move to provide
financial assistance, not-
ing that it still offers some
relief to drivers struggling
with daily expenses.

“Sa ipagkaka-
loob po ng Malacafiang na
ibibigay sa amin, malaking
tulong na rin po ‘yun; ‘yun
po ang magiging karag-
dagan na rin po para ma-
sapatan yung pang-araw-
araw namin na minsan
wala kaming kita, at least
merong dumating sa amin
na subsidy na gano’n, mal-
aki din ang pasasalamat
namin na mangyari yung

EXPLICIT

2ND INFANTRY DIVISION,

Madelaine Go

IPINAGDIWANG ANG
IKA-50 ANIBERSARYO

Ipinagdiwang ng 2nd Infantry (Jun-
gle Fighter) Division ang ika-50 anibersaryo nito
noong Marso 23, 2026 sa Camp Capinpin, Tanay,
Rizal, na binigyang-diin ang limang dekadang ser-
bisyo, patuloy na modernisasyon, at matibay na
ugnayan sa mga katuwang na sektor.

Dumalo sa okasyon si Philippine Army
Commanding General Lt. Gen. Antonio Nafarrete
kasama si 2ID Commander Maj. Gen. Ramon Za-
gala, iba pang opisyal ng militar, stakeholders, at
ilang mga sundalo ng Jungle Fighter.

May temang “2ID @ 50: Ang Inyong
Matatag na Hukbong Katihan sa Timog Katagalu-
gan,” itinampok sa selebrasyon ang patuloy na
ambag ng dibisyon sa kapayapaan, seguridad, at
kaunlaran sa rehiyon ng Southern Tagalog.

Kabilang sa mga tampok ng programa
ang pagpapasinaya ng apat na bagong forward
trucks, dalawang minibus, at dalawang inayos na
quarters.

Nagkaroon din ng pagkilala sa mga na-
tatanging sundalo at katuwang na indibidwal at
organisasyon para sa kanilang kontribusyon sa
misyon ng dibisyon.

Pormal ding inilunsad ang “2ID Best
Practices Handbook” na naglalaman ng maha-
halagang karanasan, inobasyon, at mga pama-
maraan sa operasyon ng yunit, na iniharap kay Lt.
Gen. Nafarrete.

Isinagawa rin ang boodle fight bilang
simbolo ng pagkakaisa at samahan ng mga dum-
alo sa selebrasyon.

Sa kanyang talumpati, binalikan ni Maj.
Gen. Zagala ang 50 taong kasaysayan ng dibisyon
at kinilala ang sakripisyo ng mga naunang hener-
asyon ng sundalo.

Ayon sa kanya, ang mga tagumpay ng
2ID ay bunga ng sama-samang pagsisikap, ma-
husay na pamumuno, at matibay na ugnayan sa
mga katuwang.

Samantala, pinuri ni Lt. Gen. Nafarrete
ang mga nagawa ng dibisyon at binigyang-diin
ang mahalagang papel nito sa patuloy na pag-
babago ng hukbong katihan. Hinimok din niya ang
mga sundalo na manatiling handa at matatag sa
gitna ng nagbabagong hamon sa seguridad.

Muling pinagtibay ng selebrasyon ang
pangako ng 2ID bilang tagapagtaguyod ng kapa-
yapaan, tagapaglingkod ng mamamayan, at tag-
apagtanggol ng Timog Katagalugan.

gano’'n kapag ganyan na
may krisis.”

With ongoing
tensions in the Middle
East, sectors like theirs
are among the hardest
hit, but the government
has assured that aid will
be provided to ease the

impact.

In line with this,
prices of basic commodi-
ties such as canned meat
and sardines are being
closely monitored, with
manufacturers guarantee-
ing adequate supply de-
spite global uncertainties.
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21D Marks 50th Founding Anniversary,

| Celebrates Legacy of Servlce and Contin-

Demonstrating five decades of steadfast service,
operational excellence, and continuing modernization, the
2nd Infantry Division commemorated its 50th Founding An-
niversary through a meaningful and forward-looking celebra-
tion held at Camp Capinpin on Monday, March 23.

The milestone event underscored the Division’s
enduring legacy as a vital pillar of peace and security in
Southern Tagalog, highlighting its strong partnerships with
stakeholders and its readiness to meet evolving security
challenges.

The celebration was graced by Antonio Nafarre-
te, Commanding General of the Philippine Army, who joined
Ramon Zagala, military leaders, partner stakeholders, and
Jungle Fighter personnel in honoring the Division’s golden
anniversary and its unwavering commitment to serving the
Filipino people.

Carrying the theme, “2ID @ 50: Ang Inyong
Matatag na Hukbong Katihan sa Timog Katagalugan,” the
celebration reflected the Division’s sustained dedication to
peace, security, and development throughout the region,
while reinforcing its role as a reliable partner in nation-build-
ing.

Among the highlights of the anniversary celebra-
tion was the inauguration of four new forward trucks and two
minibuses that will further strengthen the Division’s opera-
tional mobility and responsiveness. Two newly renovated
quarters were also formally opened, symbolizing the orga-
nization’s continuing efforts to improve the welfare and living
conditions of its personnel.

The program also featured the recognition and
awarding of outstanding soldiers and partner stakeholders
for their invaluable support and contributions to the Divi-
sion’s mission. In a significant milestone, the Division offi-
cially launched its 21D Best Practices Handbook, which was
presented to Lieutenant General Nafarrete.

The handbook documents key operational in-
sights, innovations, and institutional practices developed by
the Jungle Fighters over the years, serving as a guide for
sustained excellence and organizational learning.

A traditional boodle fight capped the celebration,
fostering camaraderie and unity among troops, leaders, and
guests—an enduring symbol of solidarity within the military
community.

In his message, Major General Zagala reflected
on the Division’s 50-year journey, paying tribute to the sac-
rifices and dedication of past and present Jungle Fighters
who have contributed to maintaining peace and stability in
the region.

“These gains were not achieved by one unit
alone. They are the result of strong leadership, sound plan-
ning, effective intelligence, and close coordination with our
partners. More importantly, they reflect a collective and syn-
chronized effort,” Major General Zagala emphasized.

Meanwhile, Lieutenant General Nafarrete com-
mended the Division for its accomplishments and highlight-
ed its critical role in the ongoing transformation of the Army,
particularly as it shifts focus toward broader security respon-
sibilities.

“Your initiatives, operations, and partnerships re-
flect a strong commitment to the whole-of-nation approach in
achieving sustainable peace and development. As the Army
transitions toward external security, your role remains vital,”
he said.

He further encouraged the troops to remain vigi-
lant and adaptable amid changing security dynamics.

“We cannot afford to be complacent. The environ-
ment continues to change, and so must we. Let us remain
steadfast, resilient, and committed to excellence,” he added.

As it marks its golden anniversary, the 2nd Infan-
try Division reaffirmed its enduring commitment as Tagapag-
taguyod ng Kapayapaan, Tagapaglingkod ng Mamamayan,
at Tagapagtanggol ng Timog Katagalugan, continuing its
mission of protecting communities and advancing lasting
peace and development in the region.
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CALAMBA CITY,
LAGUNA — What began
as a heartfelt request from
students and teachers has
now turned into a landmark
achievement for education
in the city, as Phase 1 of
the Bulwagang Rizal— the
newly constructed covered
gymnasium of Calamba
City Science Integrated
School—was formally
blessed and inaugurated
under the leadership of
Roseller “Ross” H. Rizal.

Dubbed as a sig-
nificant milestone for the
city’s youth and academic
community, the opening of
Bulwagang Rizal marks
a major step forward in
providing a safe, func-
tional, and modern space
for school activities, pro-
grams, and gatherings.

In his message,
Mayor Rizal emphasized
that the project was once
a simple yet meaningful
appeal from both students
and faculty.

“Noong na-
karaang taon, ito ay
taos-pusong hiling ng ating
mga estudyante at mga
guro. Sa ating sama-sa-
mang pagkilos at agarang
pagtugon, agad itong nai-
patayo upang magsilbing
ligtas at maayos na lugar
para sa mga programa,
pagtitipon, at iba’t ibang
gawain ng paaralan.”

The mayor un-
derscored that the realiza-
tion of the project reflects
the power of listening and
responding to the needs of
the community, especially
the youth.

“Patunay ito na
kapag pinakikinggan natin

ang boses ng ating mga
kabataan at mga guro, ang
mga pangarap ay nagig-
ing kongkretong proyekto
para sa kapakanan ng
buong komunidad.”

The newly inau-
gurated facility is expect-
ed to enhance student
engagement, promote
school spirit, and provide
a reliable venue for both
academic and extracurric-
ular activities.

Mayor Rizal re-
affirmed his administra-
tion’s commitment to fast,
responsive, and compas-
sionate public service,
particularly in strengthen-
ing educational infrastruc-
ture for the future of every
young Calambeiio.

“Patuloy po tay-
ong maglilingkod nang
mabilis, maagap, at may
malasakit para sa kinab-
ukasan ng bawat batang
Calambefio.”

#EdjunMari-
posqueCALAMBA CITY,
LAGUNA — What began
as a heartfelt request from
students and teachers has
now turned into a landmark
achievement for education
in the city, as Phase 1 of
the Bulwagang Rizal— the
newly constructed covered
gymnasium of Calamba
City Science Integrated
School—was formally
blessed and inaugurated
under the leadership of
Roseller “Ross” H. Rizal.

Dubbed as a sig-
nificant milestone for the
city’s youth and academic
community, the opening of
Bulwagang Rizal marks
a major step forward in
providing a safe, func-
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tional, and modern space
for school activities, pro-
grams, and gatherings.

In his message,
Mayor Rizal emphasized
that the project was once
a simple yet meaningful
appeal from both students
and faculty.

“Noong na-
karaang taon, ito ay
taos-pusong hiling ng ating
mga estudyante at mga
guro. Sa ating sama-sa-
mang pagkilos at agarang

pagtugon, agad itong nai-
patayo upang magsilbing
ligtas at maayos na lugar
para sa mga programa,
pagtitipon, at iba’t ibang
gawain ng paaralan.”

The mayor un-
derscored that the realiza-
tion of the project reflects
the power of listening and
responding to the needs of
the community, especially
the youth.

“Patunay ito na
kapag pinakikinggan natin

ang bose ng ating mgé ‘

kabataan at mga guro, ang
mga pangarap ay nagig-
ing kongkretong proyekto
para sa kapakanan ng
buong komunidad.”

The newly inau-
gurated facility is expect-
ed to enhance student
engagement, promote
school spirit, and provide
a reliable venue for both
academic and extracurric-
ular activities.

Mayor Rizal re-

afflrmed hIS administra-

tion’s commitment to fast,
responsive, and compas-
sionate public service,
particularly in strengthen-
ing educational infrastruc-
ture for the future of every
young Calambefio.
“Patuloy po tay-
ong maglilingkod nang
mabilis, maagap, at may
malasakit para sa kinab-
ukasan ng bawat batang
Calambefio.”
(Edjun Mariposque)

Binigyang diin ni
Senate Minority Leader
Alan Peter Cayetano ni-
tong Miyerkules ang pan-
gangailangan ng pagka-
kasundo at pagkakahanay
sa pagitan ng gobyerno at
pribadong sektor sa gitna
ng patuloy na tensiyon sa
Middle East.

lto ay matapos
aprubahan ng Senado
ang kanyang resolusyon
na nananawagan sa Ex-
ecutive Branch na bumuo
ng national contingency
framework sa lalong mad-
aling panahon.

Ang Senate Res-
olution No. 343, na co-au-
thored ng 22 senador at
co-sponsored ng Senate
President, ay naglalayong
maitatag ang isang Na-
tional Contingency Frame-
work na magbibigay daan
sa bansa na paghandaan,
tugunan, at makabangon
mula sa malalaking krisis
sa loob at labas ng bansa
sa pamamagitan ng maay-
0s na koordinasyon ng
buong gobyerno at buong
bansa.

Ayon kay Cay-
etano, kailangan mu-

nang magkaroon ng
pagkakasundo sa mga in-
stitusyon bago epektibong
makatugon sa malalaking
emergency.

“Pag  sobrang
bigat ng problema, apek-
tado y’ung region at buong
mundo dahil we are now a
global village and we now
see na intricate na masya-
do ang koneksyon ng mga
ekonomiya,” sabi niya.

“It's like clock-
work. ‘Di mo pwedeng
sabihin na ito lang ang sira
kaya umaandar pa y'ung
relo,” dagdag niya.

Binigyang  diin
niya na layon ng res-
olusyon na palakasin ang
kooperasyon sa pagitan
ng national government,
local government, at pri-
vate sector sa panahon ng
krisis.

“That is the spir-
it of this resolution, to call
on the Executive [branch]
dahil sila ang tinalaga ng
ating konstitusyon to build
a consensus with the pri-
vate sector [and] with the
local governments. To be
fair, they are doing that.
Nag-announce agad sila

ng mga measures,” wika
ni Cayetano.

Dagdag pa niya,
dapat ding nakaayon ang
mga polisiya at programa
sa national agencies, lo-
cal government, at private
sector. Aniya, madalas si-
nusubok ng mga krisis ang
katatagan ng pundasyon
ng isang bansa.

Ayon sa senador,
maaaring maapektuhan
ang global oil supply at
magdulot ng economic
shock kapag nasira ang
mga critical infrastructures
dahil sa tumataas na geo-
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political tensions.

Binanggit din ni
Cayetano na nagdudulot
ang mga krisis ng pare-
hong hamon at oportuni-
dad, depende sa kung
paano naghahanda at tu-
mutugon ang mga bansa.

“Let's not miss
opportunities. Ang lahat ng
crisis may winners [at] may
losers. There are things
that will divide us, [But this
contingency framework] is
to prepare us not only for
the challenges but also
for the opportunities,” sabi
niya. PR

CALAMBA CITY,
Laguna — A moment of
pride and heartfelt reflec-
tion marked the appear-
ance of 12-year-old Alliyah
Rizal at the DLSU Gala
Night 2026, where she
impressed attendees with
her poise, grace, voice
and youthful elegance.

Alliyah, the
granddaughter of Calam-
ba City Mayor Roseller
“‘Ross” H. Rizal, turned
heads in a stunning formal
gown, embodying both so-
phistication and innocence
fitting her age. Her pres-
ence at the prestigious
event highlighted not only
her charm but also the
strong family support be-
hind her.

In an emotional
message, Mayor Roseller
“Ross” H. Rizal shared his
sentiments on seeing his
granddaughter grow:

“Minsan hindi
mo namamalayan ang
paglipas ng panahon. Ang
aking apo ay isa nang ga-

Young Elegance Shines

12-Year-Old Alliyah Rizal Captivates
at DLSU Gala Night 2026

Calamba City Mayor Ross Rizal celebrates granddaugnghters milestone

nap na dalaga—parang
kailan lang ay karga-karga
ko pa siya. Nakakatuwa,
nakaka-proud, at medyo
nakaka-miss din ang mga
panahong sila’y maliliit
pa.”

Meanwhile, her
mother, Aileen Rizal, ex-
pressed her pride and ad-
miration for her daughter’s
journey, saying:

“Watching  you
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grow with grace has been
life’s greatest privilege.”

Despite her
young age, Alliyah carried
herself with confidence
and elegance, reflecting
the values instilled in her
by her family.

Her appearance
at the gala became a
touching reminder of how
quickly time passes, es-
pecially for parents and

grandparents witnessing a
child’s transformation.
The DLSU Gala
Night 2026 served not
only as a celebration of
style and youth but also
as a meaningful occasion
for family pride and shared
milestones, with Alliyah
Rizal standing as a symbol
of the next generation’s
promise.
(Edjun Mariposque)
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Calamba City,
Laguna — March 26, 2026

A total of 3,000
students in Calamba City
took a significant step to-
ward building their future
careers after participat-
ing in an orientation for
the Special Program for
Employment of Students
(SPES), held at the Jose
Rizal Coliseum.

The initiative
was spearheaded by the
Information,  Investment
Promotions, and Employ-

ment Services Office (ll-
PESO), in partnership with
the Department of Labor
and Employment (DOLE)
Laguna, and the City
Government of Calamba
under the leadership of
Mayor Roseller “Ross” H.
Rizal.

The orienta-
tion aimed to equip stu-
dent-beneficiaries ~ from
various schools and uni-
versities with the knowl-
edge and guidance they
need before embarking on

a 20-day employment pe-
riod across different gov-
ernment offices.

Mayor Rizal em-
phasized the city’s com-
mitment to empowering
the youth through mean-
ingful opportunities, not-
ing that each beneficiary
will receive approximate-
ly £13,300.60 in wages,
jointly funded by DOLE
and the local government.

In addition, stu-
dents will be granted a
£1,000 transportation al-

lowance to support their
daily commute.

“This program is
designed not only to pro-
vide financial assistance

for students’ upcoming
school needs, but also to
prepare them for the re-
alities of the workforce,”
Rizal said.

IIPESO Depart-
ment Head Noemi Talatala
further explained that out
of the 3,000 beneficiaries,
1,800 students are sup-
ported under the DOLE

Galamba Empowers Youth: 3,000 Students Receive Job Tl'allllll!l
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program, which shoulders
60% of their wages, while
the remaining 40% is fund-
ed by the city government.

The other 1,200
students, meanwhile, are
fully supported under the
city’s local employment
program.

The SPES pro-
gram is implemented un-
der Republic Act No. 7323,
as amended by Republic
Act No. 9547 and Republic
Act No. 10917.

It aims to provide

temporary employment
to financially challenged
students, helping them
earn for their education
while gaining valuable
work experience.

With this initia-
tive, the Calamba City
government continues
to invest in its youth—
bridging education and
employment, and fos-
tering a more prepared
and empowered gener-
ation.

(Edjun Mariposque)



