The econom-
ic landscape of Cavite is
poised for greater growth
following the opening of
the Cavite-Laguna Ex-
pressway (CALAX) Sub-
section 3, extending the
expressway to Governor’s
Drive Interchange in Gen-
eral Trias City.

With CALAX now
spanning 26 kilometers
from Mamplasan, Bifan,
Laguna to General Trias,
Cavite, local government
officials and business
leaders cited the project’s
role in improving connec-
tivity, attracting invest-
ments, and creating new
opportunities for business-
es and communities.
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Ngayong ika-128 Ta-

| ong Araw ng Kasarinlan ng ban-
sang Pilipinas, ating ginugunita

| at pinahahalagahan ang kagitin-
gan at sakripisyo ng ating mga

| bayani na nag-alay ng kanilang
buhay upang makamtan ang
kalayaan na ating tinatamasa

| ngayon.

Ang araw na ito ay

| hindi lamang pag-alala sa ating
makulay na kasaysayan, kundi

| paalala rin ng ating tungkulin
bilang mga mamamayan na

| pangalagaan ang kalayaan,
itaguyod ang pagkakaisa, at
makibahagi sa pag-unlad ng

| ating bayan.

Bilang mga Pilipino at

| mga Calambefio, nawa’y mag-
silbing inspirasyon ang kanilang

| kabayanihan upang patuloy nat-
ing mahalin ang ating bansa at

| magsikap para sa mas maunlad
at mas maliwanag na kinabu-

| kasan para sa susunod na hen-

erasyon.

Mabuhay ang Pilipi-
| nas! Mabuhay ang Kalayaan!
(Papa P)

L - — -

Florencio Ayos,
President of the Gen-
Tri Business Club, said
the new subsection is a
long-awaited develop-
ment that cuts travel time
between Laguna and
Cavite’s industrial hubs to
just 26 minutes.

"We are no lon-
ger a destination that
is hard to reach — we
are now a city that is im-
possible to ignore. Infra-
structure is not just about
roads; it is about opening
doors for every Filipino en-
trepreneur. General Trias
is now better positioned
than ever to attract invest-
ments, generate employ-
ment, and build a more
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resilient economy,” Ayos
stated.

General Trias
City Mayor Luis “Jon Jon”
Ferrer IV described the
new interchange as ‘a
gateway to greater oppor-
tunities’ that positions the
city as a thriving center of
industry. “Habang patuloy
na lumalago ang Gener-
al Trias bilang sentro ng
industriya at kaunlaran,
mahalaga ang proyektong
tulad nito upang mas mai-
lapit ang mga oportunidad
sa ating mga kababayan,”
said Mayor Ferrer.

The positive
outlook was echoed by
Dasmarifias City Mayor
Jennifer Barzaga, who

emphasized that the ex-
pressway enhances ac-
cess to commerce, educa-
tion, and tourism.

“Ang proyektong
ito ay hindi lamang tungkol
sa bagong kalsada, ito ay
tungkol sa mas magan-
dang kalidad ng buhay.
Ang CALAX ay simbolo
ng patuloy na progreso
at ng ating sama-samang
pangarap para sa isang
mas maunlad, mas konek-
tado, at mas maaliwalas
na kinabukasan para sa

bawat mamamayan,”
Mayor Barzaga noted.
Barangay Adlas
(Silang) Captain Joelito
Generoso highlighted the
project's impact on local
development. "Napakalak-
ing benepisyo ng pagbu-
bukas ng CALAX Gover-
nor’s Drive. Nagkaroon ng
oportunidad sa negosyo,
pagbubukas ng mga ba-
gong trabaho, at pagtaas
ng presyo ng lupa. Pinal-
akas din nito ang turismo
at transportasyon ng mga
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kalakal," Barangay Capt.
Generoso said.

Meanwhile, Ba-
rangay San Francisco
(General Trias) Captain
Ryan Santor pointed to the
long-term benefits of im-
proved accessibility. "We
believe that the opening
of CALAX SS3 will bring
lasting benefits to near-
by communities through
improved connectivity, in-
creased investments, and
easier transportation of
goods and services,” said
Barangay Capt. Santor.

Beyond improv-
ing travel, the opening of
CALAX Subsection 3 is
expected to strengthen
trade, support business
expansion, and enhance
Cavite’s competitiveness
as an investment destina-
tion.

CALAX is an MP-
CALA Holdings Inc. proj-
ect with the Department
of Public Works and High-
ways (DPWH) as project
grantor.

MPCALA Hold-
ings Inc., the developer
and operator of CALAX, is
a subsidiary of the Metro
Pacific Tollways Corpora-
tion (MPTC), the toll road
arm of the Metro Pacific
Investments Corporation
(MPIC). PR
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CALAMBA CITY, Laguna — The City Government of Calamba commem-
orated the 128th Philippine Independence Day with a solemn and patriotic cere-
mony held at the Calamba City Hall on Friday, June 12, 2026.

The program opened with the singing of the Philippine national anthem,
Lupang Hinirang, and the Calamba Hymn, accompanied by the raising of the Phil-
ippine flag, symbolizing unity, patriotism, and remembrance of the sacrifices made
by Filipino heroes in the country’s struggle for freedom.

A group of young students also staged a cultural performance depicting
the painful period of oppression endured by the Filipino people during the country’s
struggle for freedom. Their presentation highlighted the hardships, sacrifices, and
resilience of Filipinos in the pursuit of independence.

In his message, Mayor Roseller “Ross” H. Rizal underscored the impor-
tance of safeguarding the freedom won by previous generations.

“Sa paggunita natin sa Ika-128 na Taon ng Araw ng Kalayaan ng Pilipi-
nas, inaalala natin ang katapangan, pagkakaisa, at pagmamahal sa bayan ng mga
Pilipinong nagsakripisyo upang makamtan ang ating kalayaan.

Tulad ng sinabi ni dating Pangulong Corazon Aquino, “We are free
because we decided collectively to be free. Nothing could stand in the way of
our freedom.” Ang kalayaan ay bunga ng sama-samang pagkilos at matibay na

paninindigan ng sambayanan. cont. on page 4
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130 Kabataan, Hmullou
Bilang mga s‘usunod

Leadership Summit 2026
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Binisita ng unang batch ng mga mlyembro ng 2ID Press Corps noong
Hunyo 7, 2026 ang lupang ibinihagi ng Pamilyang Casin na kinakatawan ni
Gng Remedios Casin Santiago sa bayan ng Tanay, ito ay gagawing Media

Village para sa mga mamamahayag ng sumuporta sa Samahan ng Lakas
ng Lahing Katutubong Dumagat Remontado na may tanggapan sa Sitio
Masalat, Sampaloc, Tanay, Rizal sa may hangganan ng Pililia Windmill Farm
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investments.

para sa mga Pilipino.

EDITORYAL:

PHOTO COURTESY: STA. MARIA BULACAN ADMIN
AND NETIZEN ASSOCIATION FACEBOOK GROUP

PBBM, balik-Pilipinas na matapos ang
produktibong state visit sa Japan

Nakabalik na sa bansa si Pangulong
Ferdinand Marcos Jr. matapos ang apat na araw
na state visit sa Japan.

Eksakto 6:19 nang gabi kagabi dumat-
ing ang pangulo at Philippine delegation sa Villa-
mor Airbase, Pasay City.

Ayon sa pangulo, “highly productive at
constructive” ang kaniyang naging pagbisita sa
Japan dahil sa mga naselyuhang kasunduan at

Kabilang sa mga pangunahing nai-
uwi ng pangulo ang pag-angat ng relasyon ng
Pilipinas at Japan sa Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership, pagsisimula ng negosasyon para
sa mas malawak na kasunduan sa depensa at
seguridad, at suporta ng Japan sa kandidatura
ng Pilipinas sa United Nations Security Council.

Nilagdaan din ng dalawang bansa ang
mga kasunduan sa pag-iwas sa double taxation,
agrikultura at pangingisda, kalusugan, at human
resource development.

Nakapag-uwi rin ang pangulo ng hu-
migit-kumulang US$3.4 bilyong halaga ng in-
vestment pledges at business commitments, na
inaasahang lilikha ng mahigit 10,000 trabaho

Cayetano...

Senate President
Alan Peter Cayetano on
Tuesday raised concerns
over reports that the Na-
tional Bureau of Investi-
gation (NBI) had informed
only select senators of an
alleged threat against the
Senate, while also ques-
tioning why the warning
surfaced at this particular
time.

The issue arose
after Senator Sherwin
Gatchalian disclosed that
some senators had been
briefed by the NBI about a
supposed threat to the in-
stitution, prompting height-
ened security measures
within the Senate.

Cayetano  said
any credible threat against
the Senate should have
been relayed to all sen-
ators and coordinated
through the Office of the
Sergeant-at-Arms, which
is responsible for the insti-
tution’s security.

“If the threat is
credible, then every Sen-
ator, every member of the
Secretariat, and every in-
dividual who works within
these walls deserves to be
informed and protected,”
Cayetano said in a state-
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ment issued June 9.

“Security is not
the concern of one bloc. It
is the concern of the entire
Senate,” he added.

He questioned
why the information was
reportedly disclosed only
to certain senators and not
to the entire chamber.

“The moment a
‘security threat’ is briefed
to some and withheld
from others, it ceases to
be a security matter and
becomes a political instru-
ment,” he said.

Cayetano  also
raised concerns about the
source of the reported in-
telligence.

“It did not come
from the Senate’s own
Office of the Sergeant-
at-Arms, the office con-
stitutionally charged with
protecting this institution.
It came from the NBI,” he
said.

He said the re-
ported intelligence should
first be verified before be-
ing accepted as fact and
called for a clearer ac-
counting of how the infor-
mation was obtained and
communicated.

Questioning the

TAYTAY, Rizal —
Kinilala at pinarangalan ng
Police Regional Office 4A
(PRO 4A), sa pamamag-
itan ng PRO 4A Officers
Ladies Club (OLCFI PRO
4A), katuwang ang Rizal
Police Provincial Office
(Rizal PPQO), ang mahal-
agang ambag ng mga
Non-Uniformed Personnel
(NUPs) sa isang espesyal
na programa na ginanap
noong Hunyo 10, 2026 sa
Covered Court ng Camp
MGen Licerio I. Geronimo
sa Taytay, Rizal.

Ang  programa
ay inilunsad bilang pagpu-
pugay sa dedikasyon, kat-
apatan, at walang sawang
paglilingkod ng mga NUPs
na patuloy na nagsisilbing
mahalagang katuwang ng
kapulisan sa paghahatid
ng episyente at de-kalidad
na serbisyo publiko.

Binigyang-diin sa
pagtitipon ang mga taon
ng masigasig na pagta-
trabaho ng mga NUPs at
ang kanilang mahalagang
papel sa pagpapatakbo ng
organisasyon.

Bilang  simbolo
ng pasasalamat at pagk-
ilala, personal na ipinag-
kaloob nina PBGen Han-
sel M. Marantan, Regional
Director ng PRO 4A, at
ng kanyang maybahay
na si Mrs. Christie De
Vera Marantan, Adviser
ng OLCFI PRO 4A, ang
mga cash incentive sa
mga pinarangalan. Naging
tampok din sa programa
ang pagkakaloob ni Mr.
Anthony David B. Manalili,
na mas kilala bilang “Boss
A,” ng tig-isang laptop sa
tatlong pinakamatagal
nang nagseserbisyong
Non-Uniformed Personnel

sa Rizal bilang pagkila-
la sa kanilang matagal at
tapat na paglilingkod sa
Philippine National Police.
Hindi lamang
ang mga NUPs ang nak-
inabang sa programa.

Bilang baha-
gi ng pagpapahalaga sa
kanilang kontribusyon,
tumanggap ang bawat
Non-Uniformed Personnel
ng Rizal PPO ng 25 kilo ng
bigas.

Samantala,
pinagkalooban naman ng
mga school supplies at
backpacks ang kanilang
mga anak at benepisyaryo
bilang suporta sa kanilang
pag-aaral at kapakanan.

Sa kanyang
mensahe, sinabi ni Mrs.
Venus C. Reglos, Pan-
gulo ng OLCFI PRO 4A,
na mahalagang mabig-
yang pagkilala ang mga
Non-Uniformed Personnel
na kadalasang nasa likod
ng mga tagumpay ng or-
ganisasyon ngunit hindi
palaging nabibigyan ng
sapat na pagkilala.

“Malaki ang
kanilang naiaambag sa
pagpapanatili ng maayos
at episyenteng operasyon
ng ating kapulisan.

Ang kanilang
dedikasyon at sipag ay
mahalagang bahagi ng
tagumpay ng ating organ-
isasyon,” ani Reglos.

Samantala, pina-
salamatan naman ni PB-
Gen Marantan ang lahat
ng NUPs para sa kanilang
propesyonalismo,  dedi-
kasyon, at katapatan sa
serbisyo.

Binigyang-diin
niya na ang bawat tagump-
ay ng Philippine National
Police ay bunga ng sa-

timing of the disclosure,
Cayetano noted that it
emerged as the Senate
Blue Ribbon Committee
continues its investigation
into alleged irregularities
in flood control projects.

“The timing de-
mands  honesty. This
‘threat’ surfaces precisely
as the testimonies made
in the latest Blue Ribbon
Committee hearing begin
to press for answers from
the names it has raised,”
he said.

The Senate
President was referring
to the June 4 hearing in

which 18 former Marines
testified and implicated
several politicians in the
alleged distribution of suit-
cases of cash.

Despite the re-
ported threat, Cayetano
said the Senate should re-
main focused on its work.
“Let there be no misunder-
standing: the work of this
Senate must continue.

The surest test
of whether a threat is gen-
uine and not a pretext is
simple — a real threat is
used to protect the Sen-
ate’s work, never to sus-
pend it,” he said.

ma-samang pagsisikap ng
mga uniformed at non-uni-
formed personnel na may
iisang layunin—ang map-
anatili ang kapayapaan,
kaayusan, at kaligtasan ng
mamamayan.
Nagpaabot din ng
mensahe ng pasasalamat
si PCOL Atty. Eleazar R.
Barber Jr., Provincial Di-
rector ng Rizal PPO, sa
lahat ng Non-Uniformed
Personnel ng lalawigan.
Ayon sa kanya,
ang simpleng pagkilalang
ito ay paraan ng organi-
sasyon upang maipakita
ang taos-pusong pag-
papahalaga sa kanilang
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sakripisyo, sipag, at de-
dikasyon na naging ma-
halagang bahagi ng mga
tagumpay at accomplish-
ments ng Rizal PPO.

Sa kabuuan,
naging makahulugan ang
programa bilang pagk-
ilala sa mga indibidwal
na tahimik ngunit mahal-
agang nagsisilbi sa likod
ng bawat operasyon at
tagumpay ng kapulisan,
patunay na ang bawat mi-
yembro ng organisasyon
ay may mahalagang papel
sa pagsusulong ng ma-
husay at makataong ser-
bisyo publiko.

( Pau Dela Cruz)

Tiniyak ng Mala-
cafiang na may sapat na
pondo ang Commission
on Elections (COMELEC)
para maisagawa ang nha-
katakdang special elec-
tions sa ika-4 na Distri-
to ng Cavite, matapos
mapatalsik sa Kamara si
dating Congressman Kiko
Barzaga dahil sa disor-
derly behavior at conduct
unbecoming of a House
member.

Ayon kay Palace
Press Officer Undersec-
retary Claire Castro, na-
kipag-ugnayan na sila sa
Department of Budget and
Management (DBM) at ki-
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numpirma ng ahensya na
may magagamit na pondo
ang COMELEC para rito.

Sinabi ni Castro
na sapat ang kasalukuy-
ang budget ng poll body
para matugunan ang mga
pangangailangan sa spe-
cial elections, kaya hindi
na kinakailangan ang dag-
dag na alokasyon mula sa
pamahalaan.

Target ng
COMELEC na idaos ang
special elections sa Agos-
to 29, 2026 para punan
ang nabakanteng puwesto
sa ika-4 na Distrito ng
Cavite

(Nelson Dimapilis)
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CLARK FREE-
PORT ZONE, Pampanga,
June 9, 2026 — A com-
memorative marker hon-
oring the 1991 eruption
of Mt. Pinatubo was un-
veiled at the Clark Parade
Grounds, marking the
35th anniversary of one
of the most defining natu-
ral disasters in Philippine
history and highlighting a
shared story of resilience,
recovery, and regional
transformation.

The marker was
jointly initiated by the Holy
Angel University— Center
for Kapampangan Stud-
ies (HAU-CKS), the Clark
Development Corporation
(CDC), the Department of
Science and Technology—
Philippine Institute of Vol-
canology and Seismology
(DOST-PHIVOLCS), and
Mekeni Food Corporation,
which represented the
business sector of Central
Luzon during the ceremo-
nial unveiling.

Former President
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo
led the guests of honor,
alongside CDC President
and CEO Agnes VST
Devanadera, representa-
tives from the local gov-
ernments of Angeles City
and Mabalacat City, and
partners from academia,
science, and the private
sector.

Mekeni Food
Corporation President

Pruds Garcia represented
the business community,
underscoring how the Pi-
natubo eruption reshaped
not only the landscape of
Central Luzon but also the
trajectory of businesses
that would later become
drivers of its recovery.

Founded as a
small backyard enterprise
in Pampanga, Mekeni was
among the many local
businesses severely af-
fected by the eruption and
its aftermath. However, the
crisis also became a turn-
ing point that redefined
its mission, transform-
ing survival into service,
and rebuilding into pur-
pose-driven growth. From
these beginnings, Mekeni
evolved into a nationally
recognized food manu-
facturing company, while
maintaining deep roots in
community development
and regional pride.

In his statement,
Garcia emphasized that
the story of Mt. Pinatubo
is inseparable from the
story of Central Luzon’s
resilience, noting that the
disaster “became both
a test and a catalyst” for
businesses that chose to
rebuild not only operations
but also lives and commu-
nities.

Today’s  unveil-
ing of the commemora-
tive marker serves as a
collective remembrance
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of the eruption’s impact,
while also recognizing the
enduring legacy of recov-
ery efforts that followed,
anchored on collabora-
tion between government,
academia, science insti-
tutions, and the private
sector.

Beyond remem-
brance, the initiative also
highlights renewed oppor-
tunities for collaboration
in heritage tourism, public
education, and strategic
communications, as Clark
continues to position itself
as a hub for history, inno-
vation, and sustainable
development.

For Mekeni, par-
ticipation in the project
reinforces its continuing
commitment to be more
than a business success
story. It stands as a living
example of how adversi-
ty can shape long-term
purpose, where growth
is measured not only in
scale, but in contribution to
community rebuilding and
regional identity.

As Central Lu-
zon reflects on 35 years
since Mt. Pinatubo’s erup-
tion, the commemorative
marker stands as a lasting
symbol: from the ashes of
devastation rose a shared
legacy of resilience, with
stories like Mekeni’s serv-
ing as enduring proof that
rebuilding can become a
foundation for legacy. PR
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TANAY, Rizal
— Matagumpay na nag-
tapos ang Tanay Youth
Leadership Summit 2026
matapos ang tatlong araw
na makabuluhang pagsa-
sanay at mga aktibidad na
naglalayong ihanda ang
kabataang Tanayefio sa
responsableng pamumu-
no at paglilingkod sa ko-
munidad.

Isinagawa mula
Mayo 29 hanggang 31,
2026 ang summit na may
temang “Leadership in the
Wild: Surviving Challeng-
es, Leading Change,” na
dinaluhan ng 130 kabata-
ang kalahok mula sa iba't
ibang sektor ng bayan ng
Tanay.

Ang programa ay
bunga ng pagtutulungan
ng Lokal na Pamahalaan
ng Tanay sa pamumuno

ni Mayor Rex Manuel Tan-
juatco at ng 80th Infantry
(STEADFAST) Battalion
sa pamumuno ni Lt. Col.
Marco Antonio A. Magisa,
Inf (GSC) PA.

Sa pagbubukas
ng summit, binigyang-di-
in ni Lt. Col. Magisa ang
mahalagang papel ng ka-
bataan bilang mga susu-
nod na lider ng komuni-
dad. Hinikayat niya ang
mga kalahok na paunlarin
hindi lamang ang kanilang
kakayahan sa pamumuno
kundi maging ang kanilang
katatagan ng loob, disipli-
na, at mabuting pag-uugali
upang maging epektibong
lingkod ng bayan sa hina-
harap.

Sa loob ng tat-
long araw, sumailalim ang
mga kalahok sa serye ng
leadership  development

EROmMPAGEN]

sessions, team-building
activities, at experiential
learning exercises na idi-
nisenyo upang subukin
at palakasin ang kanilang
kakayahan sa pagdede-
sisyon, pakikipagtulun-
gan, at paglutas ng mga
hamon. Ang mga aktibidad
ay nagsilbing pagkakataon
upang mailabas ng mga
kabataan ang kanilang
potensyal, mapalawak
ang kanilang pananaw,
at magkaroon ng higit na
kumpiyansa sa kanilang
kakayahang mamuno.
Naging mabhal-
agang plataporma rin ang
summit sa pagtuturo ng
mahahalagang prinsipyo
ng pamumuno at mga
kasanayang magagamit
ng mga kalahok sa pa-
gharap sa mga respon-
sibilidad at hamon ng

Final Tribute

LUCENA CITY,
Quezon Province — The
Provincial Government
of Quezon, through its
tourism, culture, and arts
stakeholders, conducted
the “Huling Parangal sa
Watawat ng Pilipinas” (Fi-
nal Tribute to the Philip-
pine Flag) on Friday, June
5, 2026, at Perez Park in
Lucena City, as part of the
province’s observance of
National Flag Days and
the commemoration of the
country's rich history and
patriotism.

The program
gathered provincial offi-
cials, cultural advocates,
educators, scouts, and
community leaders in a
ceremonial tribute honor-
ing the Philippine flag as a
symbol of freedom, unity,
democracy, peace, equal-
ity, and national identity.
The event highlighted the
importance of preserving
respect for the national
flag and promoting aware-
ness of its historical sig-
nificance among younger
generations.

The  ceremony
opened with the singing
of the Philippine Nation-
al Anthem and the Hymn
of Quezon Province, fol-
lowed by an invocation
led by John D. Valdeavilla,
Vice Chairman of the Ex-
ternal Quezon Province
Heritage, History, Culture
and Arts Council. Mem-
bers of LIMUYAT (Limba-
gan ng mga Manunulat sa
Unyon ng Yugmang Adhi-
ka at Tanghalan) rendered
the patriotic song “Ako ay

Pilipino,” emphasizing Fili-
pino pride, patriotism, and
nationhood.

A major highlight
of the program was the
presentation on the “Evo-
lution of the Philippine
Flag” delivered by Jorge
Walter M. Ladera, Unit
Head of the Culture and
Arts Section of the Que-
zon Provincial Tourism
Office. During his presen-
tation, Ladera traced the
historical development of
Philippine flags from the
early resistance move-
ments during the Spanish
colonial period to the revo-
lutionary banners used by
Filipino freedom fighters.

He explained that
the present-day Philippine
flag was sewn in Hong
Kong by Marcela Agoncil-
lo, assisted by her daugh-
ter Lorenza Agoncillo and
Delfina Herbosa de Nativ-
idad, a niece of Dr. Jose
Rizal, upon the request of
General Emilio Aguinaldo,
leader of the Revolution-
ary Government. Beyond
representing the provinc-
es that first rose against
colonial rule, the flag em-
bodies the aspirations,
sacrifices, and enduring
spirit of the Filipino people
in their struggle for inde-
pendence.

The historical
presentation also under-
scored that the story of the
Philippine flag is deeply in-
tertwined with the nation’s
fight for freedom. Par-
ticipants were reminded
that various revolutionary
groups, including those

hinaharap. Higit pa rito,
pinagtibay nito ang diwa
ng pagkakaisa, disiplina,
pakikipagkapwa, at mala-
sakit sa komunidad.

Ayon sa mga or-
ganizer, ang matagump-
ay na pagsasagawa ng
Tanay Youth Leadership
Summit 2026 ay patunay
ng matibay na ugnayan sa
pagitan ng lokal na pama-
halaan at ng 80th Infantry
Battalion sa pagsusulong
ng mga programang na-
katuon sa paghubog ng
kabataang may kakayah-
an, malasakit, at malasakit
sa bayan.

Sa pamamagitan
ng inisyatibong ito, muling
pinagtibay ng mga katu-
wang na organisasyon

ang kanilang pangako
na patuloy na suportah-
an ang paglinang ng mga
responsableng kabataan
na magiging mahalagang
katuwang sa pagpapana-
tili ng kaunlaran, kapayap-
aan, at kaayusan sa Tanay
at sa buong lalawigan ng
Rizal.

Habang nagtat-
apos ang summit, umuwi
ang mga kalahok na may
bagong kaalaman, mas
matibay na kumpiyansa
sa sarili, at inspirasyong
magsilbing mga lider na
handang harapin ang anu-
mang hamon at magdulot
ng positibong pagbabago
sa kanilang mga komuni-
dad.

( Pau Mojar)
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associated with the Kati-
punan, carried their own
banners as symbols of uni-
ty and resistance against
foreign domination. These
flags served as powerful
reminders of the courage
and determination of Fili-
pino revolutionaries who
fought and sacrificed their
lives to secure the coun-
try's sovereignty and pro-
tect the dignity of the Filipi-
no nation.

Adding a cultural
dimension to the program,
Ginnuel Janzent G. Alcan-
tara, Scout Leader of the
Sariaya West District, re-
cited the poem “Ang Aking
Bandila,” highlighting
themes of patriotism, sac-
rifice, national pride, and
the enduring significance
of the Philippine flag as a
symbol of Filipino identity.

Vice  Governor
Anacleto Alcala Il and
Governor Dr. Helen Tan
also addressed attendees,
emphasizing the impor-
tance of instilling patrio-
tism among the youth and
preserving the province’s
historical and cultural heri-
tage. They called on Que-
zonians to continue hon-
oring the sacrifices of the
country's heroes through
responsible citizenship, re-
spect for national symbols,
and a deeper appreciation
of the nation’s history.

The program cul-
minated in the Final Trib-
ute Ceremony to the Phil-
ippine Flag, participated
in by representatives from
the Southern Luzon Com-
mand, the Boy Scouts of
the  Philippines—Quezon
Chapter, local government
officials, and various civic
organizations. The cere-
mony served as a solemn
reminder of the enduring
significance of the Philip-
pine flag as a symbol of
the Filipino people's strug-
gles, victories, aspirations,
and unwavering commit-
ment to freedom.

Hosted by An-
nadel O. Gob, the event
formed part of Quezon
Province’s continuing ef-
forts to promote cultur-
al awareness, historical
preservation, and patri-
otism among its citizens
while honoring the legacy
of the Philippine flag and
the heroes who fought un-
der it.
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USEC. GILBERTO DG CRUZ, NAKATANGGAP NG 3RD CMO COMPANY WELCOMES NEW COMMANDER
MATAAS NA TIWALA AT MAGANDANG INIURNOVEROF.COMMANDCER

UOL:lI' SERIES 48
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Ni Kevin Pamatmat

Nakatanggap ng positibong EEMD
marka si Office for Transportation Se-
curity (OTS) Administrator Undersecre-
tary Gilberto DC Cruz sa pinakabagong
“Boses ng Bayan” Index of Governance
(IOG) survey ng RP-Mission and Devel-
opment Foundation Inc. (RPMD).

Batay sa resulta ng nationwide
survey na isinagawa mula Abril 1 hang-
gang 8, 2026, nakapagtala si Usec.
Cruz ng 63.1% na 110G rating, kabilang
ang 62.8% trust rating at 63.4% perfor-

mance rating.

Ipinakita ng survey ang lum-
alaking pagpapahalaga ng publiko sa
mga opisyal ng pamahalaan na nag-
ng pananagutan,
na pagtugon sa pangangailangan ng
mamamayan, at epektibong pamumu-

papakita

no sa serbisyo publiko.

Bilang pagsunod sa direktiba
ni Pangulong Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.
na itaguyod ang integridad, propesyo-
nalismo, at kahusayan sa pamamahala,
muling pinagtibay ng OTS ang kanilang
pangako na higit pang paigtingin ang
seguridad sa transportasyon at tiyakin
ang kaligtasan ng mga manlalakbay sa

buong bansa.

Nagpasalamat naman si Usec.

,24 v TOP-PERFORMING GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS (PHILIPPINES)
= £

"Boses ng Bayan" Index of Governance (I0C) - Trust & Performance Ratings.
May 29, 2036

CRUZ GILBERTO
0TS

62.8% Trust
63.4% Performance

OTS ADMINISTRATOR USEC. GILBERTO DC

mabilis
ots.gov.ph

CRUZ EARNS FAVORABLE PUBLIC TRUST AND
PERFORMANCE RATINGS IN RPMD SURVEY
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Cruz sa pagkilala at sa patuloy na pagftiti-

wala ng publiko sa kanyang pamumuno.

Ayon kay Usec. Cruz, malaking
karangalan para sa kanila ang naturang
pagkilala at ang patuloy na suporta ng
mamamayan. Aniya, lalo nitong pinatitibay
ang kanilang determinasyon na panatilihin
ang pinakamataas na antas ng propesyo-
nalismo, integridad, at kahusayan sa kanil-
ang tungkulin upang matiyak na maaasa-

han ng bawat Pilipino ang ligtas, panatag,

at maayos na serbisyo sa transportasyon

CALAMEA CITY EARNS 12 HEALTH
EXCELLENCE AWARDS FOR OUTSTANDING

.....

CALAMBA CITY,
Laguna — The City Gov-
ernment of Calamba has
received 12 prestigious
recognitions  from  the
Provincial Health Office,
highlighting the city’s con-
tinued commitment to de-
livering quality healthcare
services and advancing
public health programs for
its residents.

Mayor Roseller
“Ross” H. Rizal welcomed
the achievement, empha-
sizing that the awards re-
flect the city’s sustained
efforts to improve the
well-being of every Calam-
befo.

“Isang karan-
galan para sa Lungsod ng
Calamba na makatanggap
ng iba’'t ibang pagkilala
mula sa Provincial Health
Office  bilang patunay
ng ating patuloy na pag-
sisikap na mapabuti ang
kalusugan at kapakanan
ng bawat Calambefio.”

Among the rec-
ognitions received by the
city were:

Active Initiative in
Promoting and Implement-
ing the Tobacco Preven-
tion and Control Program

Most  Improved
LGU in Vector-Borne Dis-
ease Prevention and Con-
trol

Newly Accredited
HIV Service Facility

Excellence in the
Implementation of Family
Planning Services

Excellence in
Certified Adolescent
Friendly Health Facility
Performance (Level 2 and
3)

Outstanding Ba-
sic Emergency Obstetric
Neonatal Care (BEmONC)
Services

Institutionaliz-
ing Disaster Risk Reduc-
tion and Management in
Health (DRM-H)

Best Performing

PI.IBI.IC HEAI.TH PROGRAM

Local Government Unit in
Terms of Voluntary Blood
Services Program

National Volun-
tary Blood Services Pro-
gram (1% or More)

Adoption and
Full Implementation of RA
9482

Empowering Ba-
rangay Health Workers
(BHWSs) as Barangay Lev-
el Health Education and
Promotion Officers

Community
Mental Health Excellence
through Outstanding
Community-Based Mental
Health Services

The awards rec-
ognize Calamba’s efforts
across a wide range of
healthcare initiatives, in-
cluding disease preven-
tion and control, maternal
and child healthcare, ad-
olescent health services,
blood donation programs,
mental health promotion,
disaster preparedness
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The 3rd Civil-Military Operations Company, under the oper-
ational control of Task Force Ugnay, formally conducted its
Turnover of Command Ceremony with Lt. Col. Jeoffrey G. Bra-
ganza, Commanding Officer of the 2nd CMO Battalion, presid-
ing over the event. Cpt. Jayson S. Sanquil, outgoing Company
Commander, officially relinquished his post and responsibilities
to 1st Lt. Noemi M. Mendez, who assumed command as the
new Company Commander. The symbolic turnover under-
scored the continuity of leadership and the commitment of the
unit to its mission in civil-military operations.

LOS BANOS,
Laguna — A new chapter
of leadership began for
the 3rd Civil-Military Op-
erations (CMO) Company
as it formally conducted
its Turnover of Command
Ceremony, marking the
transition of leadership
and reaffirming the unit’s
commitment to effective
civil-military ~ operations
and community engage-
ment.

The ceremony
was presided over by Lt.
Col. Jeoffrey G. Bragan-
za, Commanding Officer
of the 2nd Civil-Military
Operations Battalion, and

was attended by officers,
enlisted personnel, and
guests from various mili-
tary units and partner or-
ganizations.

During the event,
Cpt. Jayson S. Sanquil for-
mally relinquished his du-
ties and responsibilities as
Company Commander of
the 3rd CMO Company to
1st Lt. Noemi M. Mendez,
who officially assumed
command of the unit. The
symbolic turnover high-
lighted the continuity of
leadership within the orga-
nization and the enduring
commitment of the Philip-
pine Army to excellence in

in health, and communi-
ty-based health education.

Mayor Roseller
“‘Ross” H. Rizal attribut-
ed the accomplishment
to the collective efforts of
healthcare professionals,
barangay health workers,
government  personnel,
and residents who actively
support and participate in
the city’s health programs.

“Ang mga pa-
rangal na ito ay bunga
ng sama-samang pagki-
los ng ating mga health-
care workers, barangay
health workers, kawani ng
pamahalaan, at ng bawat
mamamayang  nakikiisa
sa ating mga programang
pangkalusugan.”

The mayor also
reaffirmed the local gov-

ernment’s commitment
to further strengthening
healthcare services and
expanding programs that
promote the health and
safety of the community.

“Patuloy nating
paiigtingin ang mga ser-
bisyong medikal at pro-
gramang pangkalusugan
upang masiguro ang isang
mas malusog, mas ligtas,
at mas matatag na Calam-
ba para sa lahat.”

The latest recog-
nition underscores Calam-
ba City’s ongoing efforts
to build a responsive and
inclusive healthcare sys-
tem, ensuring that quality
health services remain
accessible to its growing
population.

(Edjun Mariposque)
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service.

The occasion
brought together person-
nel from the 3rd CMO
Company, representatives
from Headquarters, Task
Force Ugnay, and mem-
bers of Alpha Company,
59th Infantry Battalion.
Also present were mem-
bers of the 2nd Infantry
Division Press Corps, who
documented the signifi-
cant milestone in the unit’s
history.

In his message,
Lt. Col. Braganza under-
scored the importance of
leadership transitions in
maintaining  operational
effectiveness, organiza-
tional stability, and mission
accomplishment.

He expressed
confidence that the in-
coming commander would
continue to build on the
achievements of the unit
while strengthening part-
nerships with communities
and stakeholders.

He also com-
mended the outgoing
commander for his dedi-
cated service and contri-
butions to the success of
the company’s civil-mili-
tary programs and initia-
tives, which have played a
vital role in fostering coop-
eration, peace, and devel-
opment in areas under its
responsibility.

For her part, 1st
Lt. Mendez accepted the
responsibility of leading
the unit and pledged to
uphold the standards of
professionalism, integrity,
and service that define the
Civil-Military ~ Operations
Regiment.

The turnover
ceremony reflected the
Philippine Army’s endur-
ing tradition of disciplined
leadership, seamless suc-
cession, and unwavering
dedication to nation-build-
ing. As the 3rd CMO Com-
pany moves forward un-
der new leadership, the
unit remains committed to
strengthening its role as
a bridge between the mil-
itary and the communities
it serves.

( Pau Mojar)

EXPLICIT
Madelaine Go
PBBM, TINIYAK ANG
SUPGRTA SA MGA
ESTUDYANTENG

APEKTADO NG LINDOL

Tiniyak ni Pangulong Ferdinand R. Mar-
cos Jr. na patuloy na magbibigay ang pamahalaan
ng kinakailangang suporta sa mga residenteng
naapektuhan ng malakas na lindol sa ilang bahagi
ng Mindanao, kabilang ang Sarangani at General
Santos City.

Bukod sa agarang ayuda, binigyang-di-
in ng Pangulo ang kahalagahan ng pagtugon sa
mental at emosyonal na kalagayan ng mga estudy-
anteng nakaranas ng sakuna.

Ayon kay Pangulong Marcos, may mga
programa ang Department of Health (DOH) na na-
katuon sa pagbibigay ng psychosocial at mental
health support upang matulungan ang mga mag-
aaral na makayanan ang trauma at iba pang epek-
to ng lindol.

Sinabi ng Pangulo na mahalagang ma-
bigyan ng sapat na atensyon ang kalusugang
pangkaisipan ng mga kabataan, lalo na ang mga
maaaring tahimik na nahihirapan sa kanilang na-
ranasan.

Hinimok din niya ang mga guro at mga
kawani ng paaralan na maging mapagmatyag sa
mga estudyanteng nagpapakita ng senyales ng
emosyonal na pagdurusa o stress dulot ng kalami-
dad.

Ayon sa Pangulo, hindi lahat ng bata ay
hayagang naipapahayag ang kanilang nararam-
daman kaya mahalagang mabigyan sila ng gabay
at suporta upang unti-unting makabangon mula sa
epekto ng sakuna.

Patuloy naman ang koordinasyon ng mga
ahensya ng pamahalaan upang matiyak na mai-
bibigay ang kinakailangang tulong at serbisyo sa
mga pamilyang naapektuhan ng lindol sa rehiyon.

Ipinahayag ni
Vice President Sara Dute-
rte ang kanyang pakikira-
may sa mga pamilya ng
dalawang miyembro ng
Ateneo Blue Eagles men’s
basketball team na sina
Rene Clert Baterbonia at
Divine Adili, at sinabing tila
kulang ang naging tugon
ng Ateneo de Manila Uni-
versity sa mga naiwang
mahal sa buhay ng mga
biktima.

Ang pahayag
ng Bise Presidente ay
kasunod ng anunsyo ng
Ateneo na magsasagawa
ang Board of Trustees ng
isang fact-finding investi-
gation upang masusing al-
amin ang mga pangyayari
na nauwi sa pagkasawi
nina Baterbonia at Adili sa
isang team-building activi-
ty sa Aurora noong Hunyo
8. Sa panayam ng media
sa Davao City nitong Bi-
yernes, Hunyo 12, sinabi
ni Duterte na nakalulung-
kot ang sinapit ng dala-
wang student-athletes,
lalo na't may malaking
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kinabukasan umano ang
mga ito sa larangan ng
sports.

“Nakakalungkot
na ganoon ‘yong nangyari
sa isang estudyante at sa
isang promising na athlete
natin sa bansa,” ani Dute-
rte.

Ayon sa Pangal-
awang Pangulo, mahal-
agang mabigyan agad ng
sapat na impormasyon at
suporta ang mga pamilya
sa panahon ng ganitong
trahedya.  “Pakiramdam
ko, kulang na kulang ‘yong
response ng Ateneo hindi
lang kay Rene, doon din
sa isang foreigner na play-
er din ng Ateneo na nama-
tay,” aniya.

Dagdag pa niya,
dapat umanong maging
prayoridad ng paaralan
ang pakikipag-ugnayan
sa mga pamilya upang
maipaliwanag ang mga
nangyari at matulungan
silang maunawaan ang
mga susunod na hakbang
kaugnay ng insidente.

(Nelson Dimapilis)
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Ang pinakama-
halagang kaganapan sa
kasaysayan ng Pilipinas
tuwing Hunyo 15 ay ang

klimatikong ~ pagputok
ng Bulkang Pinatubo
noong 1991.

Ito ang pangal-
awa sa pinakamalakas
na pagsabog ng bulkan
sa buong mundo noong
ika-20 siglo na nagdulot
ng malawakang pag-
buhos ng abo at lahar
sa Central Luzon.

Ang  makas-
aysayang kwento ng
pagsabog ng Pinatubo
ay patuloy na ginugunita
sa bansa dahil sa mga
sumusunod na kagana-
pan:

Pagtatapos ng
Panahon ng mga Base
Militar: Ang pagputok
ng bulkan ay naging da-
hilan din upang tuluyan
nang isara ng Estados
Unidos ang Clark Air
Base sa Pampanga at
Subic Bay Naval Base
sa Zambales, matapos
ang napakalaking pinsa-
la nito sa mga pasilidad.

Mt.  Pinatubo
Memorial Day: Ang pet-
sang ito ay idinideklara
ng lokal na pamaha-
laan  bilang  Special
Non-Working  Holiday
sa mga lugar tulad ng
Pampanga at Angeles
City upang gunitain ang
araw na ito.

What makes
General Trias an emerging
residential destination?

General Tri-
as benefits from mas-
ter-planned communities,
integrated townships,
growing economic activi-
ty, infrastructure improve-
ments, condominium
developments, and fu-
ture-ready urban planning
initiatives.

How do industrial
locators and educational
institutions contribute to
the growth of a communi-
ty?

Industrial  loca-
tors and educational insti-
tutions play vital roles in
shaping a thriving com-
munity.  Factories and
businesses generate em-
ployment  opportunities,
attract investments, and
stimulate local economic
activity, while educational
institutions draw families,
create jobs, and provide
access to quality learn-

PUBLISHER,CORNER

Pagbangon ng
mga Aeta at Kapam-
pangan: Ang trahedya
ay naging simbolo ng

katatagan at muling
pagbangon ng mga ka-
tutubong Aeta at komu-
nidad ng mga Kapam-
pangan.

Iba pang
makasaysayang kaga-
napan tuwing Hunyo 15:

1950:  Nilag-
daan ni Pangulong
Elpidio Quirino ang City
Charter na opisyal na
nagdeklara sa Cagayan
de Oro bilang isang ga-
nap na lungsod.

1945: Sa pag-
tatapos ng lkalawang
Digmaang Pandaigdig,
nagpatuloy ang mga la-
banan at kampanya ng
mga gerilya sa bansa
noong mga panahong
ito para sa tuluyang
paglaya ng Pilipinas.

Nais mo bang
malaman ang higit pa
tungkol sa epekto ng
pagputok ng Bulkang
Pinatubo, o ang kasay-
sayan ng Cagayan de
Oro

General Trias...
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ing. Together, they help
build vibrant, self-sustain-
ing communities that are
attractive places to live,
work, and grow.

What role do
master-planned communi-
ties play in urban develop-
ment?

Master-planned
communities integrate res-
idential, commercial, rec-
reational, and institutional
spaces, creating more or-
ganized, convenient, and
liveable environments for
residents.

How has Prof-
riends contributed to the
growth of General Trias?

Through its flag-
ship development, Lan-
caster New City, Profriends
has brought approximately
100,000 residents to Gen-
eral Trias — stimulating
economic growth, attract-
ing new businesses, and
enhancing the city’s over-
all viability and long-term
development.
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ng Makahagong I‘agkamakabavan

Sa bawat pag-ikot ng kalendaryo tuwing ika-12
ng Hunyo, muling nabubuhay sa ating kamalayan ang isa
sa pinakamahalagang yugto sa kasaysayan ng Pilipinas—
ang deklarasyon ng ating kalayaan. Ngunit higit pa sa mga
watawat na iwinawagayway at mga seremonyang gina-
ganap, ang Araw ng Kalayaan ay paalala ng malalim na
pananagutan ng bawat Pilipino sa pagpapanatili ng mga
pagpapahalagang ipinaglaban ng ating mga ninuno.

Sa paggunita ng ika-128 Araw ng Kalayaan
ng Pilipinas sa Kapitolyo ng Laguna, pinangunahan ni
Gobernador Sol Aragones ang isang makabuluhang pro-
grama na hindi lamang nagbigay-pugay sa mga bayani ng
nakaraan kundi nagsilbing panawagan din para sa mas
makabuluhang pagmamahal sa bayan sa kasalukuyang
panahon. Sa ilalim ng temang “Kalayaan 2026: Kalayaan,
Kahusayan, Kasaysayan,” binigyang-diin ng pagdiriwang
ang koneksyon ng ating nakaraan sa mga hamon ng kasa-
lukuyan at sa direksyong nais nating tahakin bilang isang
bansa.

Dumalo sa programa ang mga opisyal at kawani
ng Pamahalaang Panlalawigan ng Laguna, mga organi-
sasyong sibiko, mga kinatawan ng sektor ng kapulisan, at
iba pang stakeholder na may iisang layunin—ang alalah-
anin ang sakripisyo ng mga bayaning nag-alay ng kanilang
buhay upang makamit ang kalayaan na tinatamasa natin
ngayon.

Ngunit sa panahon ngayon, may bagong mukha
ang pakikibaka para sa kalayaan. Hindi na ito lamang la-
ban sa mga dayuhang mananakop. Ang hamon ngayon
ay kung paano mapapanatili ang katotohanan sa gitna ng
laganap na maling impormasyon, kung paano mapapalak-
as ang pagkakaisa sa kabila ng pagkakaiba ng pananaw,
at kung paano maisasabuhay ang tunay na paglilingkod sa
bayan sa panahon ng mabilis na pagbabago.

Sa kanyang mensahe, binigyang-diin ni Bise
Gobernador Atty. JM Carait ang mahalagang papel ng ka-
bataan sa pagpapatuloy ng diwa ng kalayaan. Ang pagpa-
pakilala sa kanila sa mga sakripisyo at pakikibaka ng mga
bayani ay hindi lamang pagtuturo ng kasaysayan kundi
paghuhubog ng kamalayang makabayan. Sa panahon
kung saan madaling mabura ang mga aral ng nakaraan
sa ingay ng makabagong teknolohiya at social media, mas
mahalaga ang pagpapatibay ng pagmamahal sa bansa at
pagpapahalaga sa ating pagkakakilanlan bilang Pilipino.

Ang kalayaan ay hindi isang gantimpalang
minsan lamang nakamit at habang-buhay nang mapa-
pakinabangan. Ito ay isang pananagutang araw-araw na
ipinaglalaban sa pamamagitan ng pagiging tapat, respons-
able, at makatarungan. Ito ay nakikita sa mga opisyal na
naglilingkod nang may integridad, sa mga manggagawang
ginagampanan ang kanilang tungkulin nang buong husay,
sa mga magulang na nagtuturo ng tamang pagpapahala-
ga sa kanilang mga anak, at sa mga mamamayang ginag-
amit ang kanilang boses para sa ikabubuti ng nakararami.

Sa Laguna, ang paggunita sa Araw ng Kalayaan
ay nagsilbing paalala na ang tunay na pagkamakabayan
ay hindi lamang nasusukat sa mga seremonyang dinad-
aluhan o sa mga awiting kinakanta tuwing pista opisyal.
Ito ay nasasalamin sa ating mga ginagawa araw-araw—sa
pagpili ng katotohanan kaysa kasinungalingan, ng pag-
kakaisa kaysa pagkakahati-hati, at ng paglilingkod kaysa
pansariling interes.

Habang ipinagdiriwang natin ang kalayaang mi-
nana mula sa ating mga bayani, nararapat lamang na ita-
nong natin sa ating mga sarili: Paano natin ito mapangan-
galagaan para sa susunod na henerasyon? Sapagkat ang
kalayaan ay hindi lamang bahagi ng ating kasaysayan. Ito
ang pundasyon ng ating kinabukasan.

At tulad ng ipinamalas sa paggunita ng Pama-
halaang Panlalawigan ng Laguna, ang pinakamataas na
anyo ng pag-alala sa ating mga bayani ay hindi lamang
paggunita sa kanilang kabayanihan kundi ang pagsasabu-
hay ng kanilang mga adhikain—isang bansang malaya,
makatarungan, at may pagmamahal sa katotohanan.
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Santa Rosa City Mayor Arlene Arcillas and Vice Mayor Arnold Arcillas, together with DepEd Division of Santa Rosa Schools
Division Superintendent Dr. Hereberto Jose Miranda and Enchanted Kingdom President and Chairman Mario Mamon during the
inauguration of interactive classroom at Sinalhan Elementary School, Sinalhan, Santa Rosa City, Laguna on June 5. (Christopher
Hedreyda, PIA-Laguna)

In the spirit of
bayanihan toward a com-
mon goal, the Department
of Education (DepEd) con-
tinues to welcome partner-
ships with private sector
organizations committed
to helping improve the
country’s public education
system.

The manage-
ment of world-class theme
park Enchanted King-
dom recently turned over
an upgraded interactive
classroom and gulayan sa
paaralan project at Sinal-
han Elementary School in
Santa Rosa City, Laguna.
The initiative aims to in-
spire students to excel in
their studies while instill-
ing valuable life lessons
among young learners.

For the DepEd
Schools Division of Santa
Rosa, the efforts of private
sector partners go beyond
corporate  responsibility
and play a significant role
in ensuring that learners
receive quality education,
in line with the directive
of President Ferdinand R.
Marcos Jr.

“Hangga’t nandi-
to ang mga stakeholders
na handang tumulong ay
patuloy nating aayusin at
pagagandahin ang ating
mga paaralan. Nawa'y
manatili sa atin ang diwa
ng bayanihan at mala-

sakit hindi lamang tuwing
Brigada Eskwela kundi
sa bawat araw ng ating
paglilingkod para sa ating
bayan at para sa edu-
kasyon,” DepEd Santa
Rosa Schools Division Su-
perintendent Dr. Hereber-
to Jose Miranda said.

Enchanted King-
dom, now celebrating its
31st year of operations in
Santa Rosa City, has been
implementing its corporate
social responsibility initia-
tive, the Adopt-a-School
Program, since 2014.
Through the program, the
company has helped re-
furbish classrooms and
improve school facilities in
various communities.

The  education
department lauded such
initiatives, describing them
as a testament to the val-
ue of partnership and a
demonstration of how co-
operation can create last-
ing benefits for children.

“Ang turnover ng
proyekto ng Enchanted
Kingdom ay isang mali-
naw na patunay na kapag
ang pamahalaan, priba-
dong sektor, at ang komu-
nidad ay nagkakaisa, mas
marami tayong magaga-
wang kabutihan para sa
ating mga mag-aaral. Ang
bawat tulong na ating nai-
bibigay ay nagiging daan
upang magkaroon ng mas

ligtas, mas maayos, at
mas inklusibong kapaligi-
ran sa pagkatuto,” the su-
perintendent added.

Enchanted
Kingdom President and
Chairman Mario Mamon
said the company aims to
teach children the impor-
tance of creative arts and
sustainability.

He emphasized
that the theme park’s
mission extends beyond
providing rides and attrac-
tions, as it also promotes
education and environ-
mental protection initia-
tives.

“May tinatawag
din kaming saribuhay
kasi dapat pangalagaan
din ang ating environ-
ment. Pangalagaan natin
para yung sa susunod na
generation o yung mga
batang nag-aaral ngayon
ay mararanasan pa rin nila
ang kagandahan ng ka-
likasan,”

By introducing
interactive learning spac-
es and school gardens,
the initiative tackles two
critical fronts: cognitive
engagement and environ-
mental literacy, or what
Mamon calls saribuhay or
biodiversity.

This sparks cre-
ativity, breaks the monot-
ony of traditional learning,
and provides hands-on

lessons in agriculture and
nutrition.

“[Sana] bigyan
ng importansya ang pag-
aaral sapagkat ang tunay
na pag-aaral ay makakat-
ulong sa kanilang future,
at makakatulong talaga sa
kanila. Kaya't sa paraan
ng Enchanted Kingdom
katuwang ang ating city
na mapaganda ang fa-
cilities dito sa ating mga
paaralan ay mas main-
spire ang ating mga bata
na seryosohin ang pag-
aaral sapagkat ang future
nila depends on their edu-
cation,” Mamon said.

The collaboration
in Santa Rosa serves as a
microcosm of what DepEd
hopes to achieve where
reforms and programs
being implemented by
DepEd, the local govern-
ment, and the local school
board becomes a lighter
responsibility for everyone
involved.

Through stronger
collaboration and broader
community participation,
this shows that it takes a
village—or in this case, a
kingdom— to ensure that
no learner is left behind in
the pursuit of excellence
and in gaining the knowl-
edge and skills needed
for a brighter and more
progressive future. (CH/
PIA-Laguna)

Nawa’y magsilbi
itong paalala na sa ating
pagkakaisa at pagtutulun-
gan, kaya nating harap-
in ang anumang hamon
at patuloy na itaguyod
ang isang mas maun-
lad, mapayapa, at mas
matatag na Pilipinas.

Mabuhay ang
Kalayaan! Mabuhay ang
Sambayanang Pilipino!”

“Pagpapatunay
na ang kapangyarihan
ay nasa mamamayan.

Alagaan ang kalayaang
ipinamana ng ating mga
ninuno,” Mayor Rizal said.
The celebration also paid
tribute to the resilience
and sacrifices of Filipinos
throughout history, whose
efforts paved the way for
the freedom that every Fil-

ipino enjoys today.

The event con-
cluded with a heartfelt
rendition of Bayan Ko
as doves were released
into the sky, symbolizing
peace, hope, and liberty.
A fireworks display also
capped the ceremony,
adding color and excite-
ment to the occasion.
The powerful bursts of
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fireworks surprised some
attendees as they echoed
across the sky.

The commemo-
ration served as a remind-
er of the enduring value of
freedom and the shared
responsibility of every Fil-
ipino to protect and uphold
the legacy passed down
by the nation’s heroes.

(Edjun Mariposque)

For many years,
Dasmarifias has been
one of Cavite's most es-
tablished and sought-after
residential locations. The
city has become a pre-
ferred destination for fam-
ilies because of its strong
educational presence, ac-
cessibility to key destina-
tions, expanding commer-
cial centers, and growing
employment opportunities.
Over time, its population
density supported the de-
velopment of retail estab-
lishments, public services,
and community amenities
that further enhanced the
quality of life for residents.

As the communi-
ties grew and opportunities
expanded, Dasmarinas
evolved beyond a purely
residential area, becoming
a vibrant place where peo-
ple can live conveniently
while fostering meaningful
connections.

Today, another
Cavite city is entering a
comparable phase — one
defined by a more ad-
vanced, dynamic, and
future-ready trajectory of
growth.

General  Trias:
Next in line in Cavite's
growth

As Dasmarinas
has long been recognized
as one of Cavite’s most
established residential
strongholds, General Trias
is steadily redefining the
province’s future in com-
munity living. Since attain-
ing cityhood in 2015, it has
accelerated its transforma-
tion through progressive
infrastructure, thoughtful
urban design, and a resil-
ient local economy.

Today, Gener-
al Trias is emerging as a
dynamic growth center
— where modern conve-
nience meets long-term
sustainability — shaping a
well-integrated  environ-
ment where people can
seamlessly live, work,
learn, and thrive.

The presence
of industrial locators and
manufacturing  facilities
continues to generate em-
ployment  opportunities,
while ongoing infrastruc-
ture improvements--- the
road networks, enhance
accessibility within and
beyond the city.

What further dis-
tinguishes General Trias
is its focus on creating

greener and more orga-
nized master-planned
communities. New de-
velopments such as inte-
grated townships and the
rapidly increasing condo-
miniums gradually incor-
porate open spaces and
lifestyle amenities that
encourage healthier living.
Also, several educational
institutions are expected
to begin operations in the
area and this will expand
learning opportunities for
families. Together, these
developments reflect a
future-ready vision for ur-
ban growth—one that bal-
ances economic progress,
community development,
and quality of life for future
generations.

The role of com-
munity builders in urban
growth

Part of General
Trias’ increasing appeal
lies in the rapid expan-
sion of its residential com-
munities. Developments
by Property Company of
Friends (Profriends) have
played a significant role
in thisgrowth, contribut-
ing an estimated 100,000
residents to the city’s
population over the years
— further strengthening its
position as a thriving and
highly liveable urban cen-
ter.

This increasing
number of residents has
helped stimulate local
economic activity, attract
businesses, support pub-
lic services, and create
stronger demand for infra-
structure and community
facilities. As more families
choose to establish their
homes in General Trias,
the city becomes increas-
ingly attractive to inves-
tors, educational institu-
tions, retailers, and other
stakeholders that contrib-
ute to a vibrant urban eco-
system.

From Dasma-
rinas to General Trais,
Cavite’s story is one of
continuous  transforma-
tion in community living
— where progress is not
defined merely by the
number of homes built,
but by the opportunities
unlocked, the connections
nurtured, and the elevated
quality of life experienced
by those who call these
communities “home”.

Frequently Asked
Questions

cont. on page 3

As part of the PANAGHIUSA: CARD MRI Exposure Tour Pro-

gram, Jaime Bedro (first from left) is seen cooking chicharon
while being interviewed and photographed by media practi-
tioners.

Thirteen media
practitioners from North-
ern Mindanao joined the
second leg of the 2026 PA-
NAGHIUSA: CARD MRI
Exposure Tour Program
from May 25 to 27, 2026,
held at Cagayan de Oro
City. The program aims
to expose media practi-
tioners to CARD Mutually
Reinforcing Institutions
(CARD MRI) programs,
highlighting its efforts to
eradicate poverty.

“CARD MRI's
mission has always been
anchored on its commit-
ment to poverty eradica-
tion and finding ways to
better serve our clients
through products and ser-
vices that truly respond
to their needs,” said
CARD MRI Publishing
House President Marilyn
Magampon Manila. “We
aim to work closely with
like-minded media practi-
tioners to help amplify this
message and, in doing so,
raise greater public aware-
ness of the meaningful
impact of microfinance in
improving lives and com-
munities,” she added.

Participants were
Panguil Bay Journal COO
Cyril Cabrera; Malindang
Newsline Mobile Jour-
nalist Cush Berenguel;
Misamis Network News
Mobile Journalist Glenn
Ray Roluma; RMN INC
News Director Menzie
Montes; Radyo Asenso
106.7 Mobile Journalist
Yvonne Berenguel; Radyo
Trumpeta Anchorman Er-
cel Maandig; DXCC RMN
Newswriter and Report-
er Joanna Mae Ricote;
RMN DXIC lligan Station
Manager Ghiner Caban-
day; PBS Radyo Pilipinas

Broadcast Program Pro-
ducer Sharif Timhar Habib
Maijid; Philippine News
Agency Bureau Chief Nef
Lucson; Net25 Corre-
spondent Laura Pobado-
ra; MisOr Radyo Media
Events Marketing Direc-
tor/Reporter ~ Stephanie
Berganio; and Malindang
Newscooper Mobile Jour-
nalist Nyce Grace Caba-
jar.

To provide them
with a deeper understand-
ing of how CARD MRI
reaches and serves com-
munities, participants were
divided into two groups for
the center meeting visits.
The first group visited the
CARD, Inc. (A Microfi-
nance NGO) Balulang 1A
center, while the second
group visited the CARD
SME Bank Piaping Puti
center. During the visits,
participants observed how
center meetings are con-
ducted and how financial
transactions, such as loan
repayments, are carried
out without the need to
travel to offices or banks,
an advantage especially
to those living in far-flung
areas.

Several CARD
MRI offices located in
Cagayan de Oro were
also visited during the tour,
including CARD, Inc.,
CARD SME Bank, CARD
Mutual Benefit Association
(CARD MBA), and CARD
Pioneer  Microinsurance
Inc. (CPMI). Through their
visit, they learned how
these institutions work
closely together to provide
inclusive support to clients
and the communities they
serve.

In addition to
learning about CARD

MRI's operations, they
had the opportunity to in-
teract with several clients
whom the organization
has assisted, such as the
couple, Jaime and Can-
delaria Bedro. They con-
ducted a product demon-
stration of chicharon, a
snack made from fried
pork skin, and longanisa,
a sweet, garlicky pork sau-
sage.

They also had
the taste of the traditional
Filipino snacks, puto maya
and sikwate, prepared by
Nice Nanol, a CARD SME
Bank client for more than
15 years.

The itinerary also
included a storytelling
session for children led
by CARD MRI Publishing
House, featuring its chil-
dren’s book Ang Lapis ni
Anya. With 21 children in
attendance, the activity
promoted literacy and a
love of reading, encour-
aging young learners to
develop positive reading
habits and reduce exces-
sive screen time.

On the final day,
participants gathered for
a media briefing to clarify
any questions or concerns
they had about CARD
MRI's operations. Pres-
ent during the briefing
were CARD MBA Deputy
Director for Operations
Janicekith Navera, CARD
MBA Cluster Manager Ann
Jaraine Balacuit, CARD
MBA Provincial Manag-
er Francis Ann Vargas,
CARD SME Bank Area
Manager Mark Ordiz,
CARD SME Bank Acting
Area Manager Mary Chris
Momville, CARD Pioneer
Provincial Leader Joycee
Sanoy, CARD Pioneer
FPRO Joecil Abenoja, and
CARD, Inc. Unit Manag-
ers Mary Ann Buhoy, April
Jane Adecer, and Ritchel
Santua.

The third leg of
PANAGHIUSA: CARD
MRI Exposure Tour Pro-
gram for media is sched-
uled to take place in Lagu-
na in August 2026.

To know more
about CARD MRI, visit
its official website https://
cardmri.com/ or its Face-
book page https://www.
facebook.com/CARDMRI-
Official.
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Calamba City,
Laguna — In celebration
of freedom, unity, and
Filipino pride, SM City
Calamba successfully
held a meaningful Philip-
pine Independence Day
celebration that brought
together mallgoers, fami-
lies, and visitors in honor-
ing the nation’s rich history
and enduring spirit.

The event high-
lighted the importance of
remembering the sacrific-
es of Filipino heroes while
celebrating the shared val-
ues of independence, uni-
ty, and patriotism that con-
tinue to inspire the present
generation.

Through various
activities and festive pre-
sentations, the celebra-
tion became a venue for
the community to express
pride in Filipino culture
and heritage. Participants
were able to experience
a vibrant atmosphere that
reflected the strength and
identity of the Filipino peo-
ple.

SM City Calamba
extended its gratitude to
all who joined and partici-
pated in the event, making
the occasion more mean-
ingful and memorable.
The successful celebra-
tion reaffirmed the mall’'s
commitment to supporting
community events that
promote national pride
and cultural appreciation.
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Mapher! NATATANGING PILIPINO SA LARANGAN NG

PAGLILINGKOD SA TAO AT SA BAYAN. And also, Congratulations, Municipality of
Luisiana! Tatak ng Husay at Galing bilang Pinaka-Mahusay na Bayan sa Pilipinas.
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