Safeguarding Journeys: MPT South
aunches Bayani ng Kalsada Book 2
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Bayani Ka Launch Nat Lib- 2 MPTC Chlef Corporate Governance and Risk Officer and Head of Sustalnablllty, Atty Cynthla Casmo, Arlette V. Caplstrano Vice Pres-

ident for Communication and Stakeholder Management of MPT South, Mr. Cesar Gilbert Q. Adriano, Director of the National Library of the Philippines, Dr. Angelito

Umali, Health and Nutrition Officer and representative of the United Nations International Children's Emergency Fund (UNICEF), and Mr. Eduardo B. Quiros, Assis-
tant Director of the National Library of the Philippines, together with representatives from different local libraries from Metro Manila and Calabarzon.
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Bayani Ka Launch_Nat Lib-1: Official Bayani ng Kalsada Book 2 launch at the
National Library of the Philippines [From Left: MPTC Chief Corporate Gover-
nance and Risk Officer and Head of Sustainability, Atty. Cynthia Casino, Arlette
V. Capistrano, Vice President for Communication and Stakeholder Management
of MPT South, Mr. Cesar Gilbert Q. Adriano, Director of the National Library of
the Philippines, Dr. Angelito Umali, Health and Nutrition Officer and representa-
tive of the United Nations International Children's Emergency Fund (UNICEF),
and Mr. Eduardo B. Quiros, Assistant Director of the National Library of the

Metro Pacific Toll-
ways South (MPT South),
a subsidiary of the Met-
ro Pacific Tollways Corp.
(MPTC), launched “Bayani
Ka: Bayani ng Kalsada
Book 2” at the National Li-
brary of the Philippines, an
activity book aimed at in-
spiring children to become
road safety champions in
their communities. Packed
with engaging stories, vi-
brant illustrations, and in-
teractive content, the book
is designed to teach young
readers the importance of
road safety in a way that is
both entertaining and em-
powering. With road safe-
ty being a vital topic for
young learners, the book
is an excellent resource

Philippines.

for schools to incorporate
into their curriculum, help-
ing students become more
aware and responsible on
the streets.

Arlette V. Cap-
istrano, Vice President
for Communication and
Stakeholder Manage-
ment of MPT South led
the symbolic turnover of
“Bayani Ka” activity books
to the National Library of
the Philippines. She was
joined by MPTC Chief
Corporate ~ Governance
and Risk Officer and Head
of Sustainability, Atty. Cyn-
thia Casino; as well as Dr.
Angelito Umali, Health and
Nutrition Officer and rep-
resentative of the United
Nations International Chil-

dren's Emergency Fund
(UNICEF). The books
were received by Mr. Ce-
sar Gilbert Q. Adriano,
Director of the National
Library of the Philippines
(NLP), Mr. Eduardo B.
Quiros, Assistant Director
of the National Library of
the Philippines, and rep-
resentatives from different
local libraries.

A total of 2,000 copies of
Bayani Ka Book 2 will be
donated by MPT South to
different public libraries
and partner institutions in
Metro Manila and CALA-
BARZON.

“MPT South
conceptualized this cam-
paign, “Bayani Ka: Bayani
ng Kalsada Book 2,” to

Bayani Ka Launch_Nat Lib-3: Official Bayani ng Kalsada Activity Book

empower children with
the knowledge and confi-
dence they need to navi-
gate the streets safely. By
distributing this book to
schools, we hope to instill
lifelong habits of safety
and responsibility in our
youngest citizens,” said
Arlette V. Capistrano, Vice
President for Communica-
tion and Stakeholder Man-
agement of MPT South.
After  receiving
the “Bayani ng Kalsada”
books from MPT South,
Director Cesar Gilbert Q.
Adriano stated that “This
book will serve as a learn-
ing tool for teaching chil-

dren about road safety,
providing them with the
essential knowledge to
navigate the world safe-
ly. It empowers the young
minds about the impor-
tance of knowing traffic
rules and pedestrian safe-
ty, protecting them from
any harm they may en-
counter on the road.”

MPT South, in its
mission to lead in provid-
ing a safe and convenient
mobility experience for all
travellers, is dedicated to
ensuring that expressway
drivers are conscious of
road safety, as well as the
children of today as they
go through the process of

being their own “Bayani ng
Kalsada” of tomorrow.

MPT South is a
subsidiary of Metro Pa-
cific Tollways Corporation
(MPTC), the infrastruc-
ture arm of Metro Pacific
Investments Corporation
(MPIC). Aside from the
CALAX and CAVITEX
networks of toll roads,
MPTC’s domestic portfo-
lio includes concessions
for the North Luzon Ex-
pressway (NLEX), the
NLEX Connector Road,
the Subic-Clark-Tarlac Ex-
pressway (SCTEX), and
the Cebu-Cordova Link
Expressway (CCLEX) in
Cebu.

KABUHAYAN PARA SA BAWAT CALAMBENO.
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ng lag na PNP Local Governance Summit

2024: Gharting the Future of
Taunang Ulatni Mayor  Smart, Resilient, and Driven
Roseller H. Rizal Kasahay ng

_ lﬁlls In the I'Illlllllllnes
Ika-282 Taong Anihersaryo i
ng Pagkatatag ng Calamha

Calamba Laguna — Ipinagdiwang ngayong araw ang taunang ulat ni Mayor
Roseller H. Rizal kasabay ng ika-282 taong anibersaryo ng pagkakatatag ng bayan ng
Calamba, mula sa dating bayan ng Tabuco (ngayon ay Cabuyao).

Umabot sa isang oras ang mensahe ni Mayor Ross Rizal, puno ng mga Department of the Interior and Local Government (DILG) in partnership with the Union
proyekto at programa para sa mga Calambefio. Sa kanyang talumpati, binanggit niya:  of Local Authorities of the Philippines (ULAP), concluded at the Philippine International
"Pinili kong ilarawan ang kasalukuyang estado ng ating lungsod sa estado ng buhay Convention Center (PICC). Over two days, government officials, stakeholders, and ex-
ng isang ordinaryong Calambefio." Inilahad niya ang mga proyekto at tagumpay ng perts gathered to discuss strategies for advancing local governance under the theme,

August 23, 2024 — The Local Governance Summit 2024, organized by the

dating maliit na bayan, na ngayon ay tinitingala sa buong bansa.  cont. on page 2 "LGUs sa Bagong Pilipinas: Smart. Resilient. Driven." cont. on page 2
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KALIDAD NG EDUKASYON
NATIN, KULELAT NGA BA?

Sa resulta ng 2022 Programme for
International Student Assessment (PISA), ang
mga Pilipino students ay nakakuha lamang ng
355 points sa math, 356 sa science at 347 sa
reading. Para makapasa, kailangang ang score
ay: 472 sa math; 485 sa science at 476 sa read-
ing. Masyadong mababa ang nakuha ng mga
Pilipinong estudyante kumpara sa mga estud-
yante ng Singapore, Hong Kong, Japan, Korea,
Macao, Ireland, Estonia, at Chinese Taipei na
mataas ang nakuhang puntos.

Bagsak din ang mga Pinoy students
sa creative thinking assessment na isinagawa
rin ng PISA noong 2022. lkalawa sa kulelat ang
mga estudyanteng Pinoy sa 64 na bansang su-
mailalim sa assessment.

HINDI naman dating nangungulelat
ang mga Pilipinong estudyante sa larangan ng
Math, Science at Reading. Katunayan, nangu-
nguna noon ang mga Pilipinong high school
students sa pakikipagkumpetensiya sa mga es-
tudyante sa karatig bansa sa Asia sa larangan
ng Science. Nag-uuwi sila ng mga medalya at
nagbibigay ng karangalan sa bansa. Kahit ang
mga estudyanteng Pinoy sa elementarya ay
nakikipagpaligsahan din at nangunguna sila.

Pero nabaliktad ang mga pangyayari
sapagkat napag-iiwanan ang mga Pilipinong
estudyante sa high school. Nakadidismaya
na maraming junior high school students ang
walang nalalaman o bagsak sa mga asignatu-
ra at hindi nakaabot sa hinihingi o required na
proficiency levels. Kalahati sa junior high school
students ay bagsak. Ayon din sa report, kalahati
ng grade 6, 10 at 12 students ay bumabagsak.

Nagpaplano si DepEd Secretary Sonny
Angara na magdebelop ang mga eskuwelahan
ng mga examinations na katulad ng PISA para
masubukan ang kaalaman ng mga estudyante
sa problem solving at reading comprehension.
Ayon kay Angara sa pamamagitan ng examina-
tions ay mahahasa ang talino ng mga bata at
maaari itong iaplay sa totoong sitwasyon ng bu-
hay.

Maganda at makabuluhan ang balak ni
Angara para mahasa ang talino at creativity ng
mga Pilipinong estudyante sa pamamagitan ng
examinations na kagaya ng PISA. Dapat isaga-
wa ito upang marekober ang nawawalang kali-
dad ng edukasyon.

Kasabay sa isasagawang eksami-
nasyon, isakatuparan din naman ni Angara
ang pagha-hire sa mga mahuhusay na guro
para magabayan ang mga estudyante. Lutasin
din ang problema sa nagsisiksikang mga es-
tudyante sa classroom. Dahil sa sobrang dami
(umaabot sa 50 students sa classroom), hindi
na makapag-concentrate ang mga estudyante.
Malaking bagay kung matutugunan ni Secretary
Angara ang mga problemang nabanggit upang
marekober ang nawalang kalidad ng edukasyon.

tocal...

The summit
served as a crucial plat-
form for reinforcing the
partnership between na-
tional and local govern-
ments. Key discussions
focused on enhancing the
role of local government
units (LGUs) in national
development, fostering
collaboration among var-
ious government levels,
and developing a shared
vision for future gover-
nance.

Several short-
term outcomes were an-
ticipated, including raising
awareness of the critical
roles LGUs play in nation-
al progress and improv-
ing coordination between
LGUs, national agencies,
and other stakeholders.
Participants also gen-
erated concrete recom-
mendations for policy and
program development to
strengthen local gover-
nance frameworks.

Looking toward
the medium-term, the
summit aims to bolster
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LGUs' capacities to deliver
quality public services, im-
prove fiscal management,
and enhance governance
systems and practices.
A focus on fostering de-
centralized  cooperation
among LGUs was also a
key component of the dis-
cussions.

On the second
day of the summit, Vice
Governor Atty. Karen Ag-
apay joined President Fer-
dinand Marcos Jr., Senate
President Chiz Escudero,
DILG Secretary Benhur
Abalos, and ULAP Presi-
dent Gov Dax Cua. Their
presence underscored the
event's significance and
the commitment of nation-
al leaders to supporting
local governance reforms.

The Local Gover-
nance Summit 2024 rep-
resents a significant step
toward achieving a more
resilient and capable local
government system in the
Philippines, setting a clear
path for future advance-
ments in local governance.
(Edjun Mariposque)

TAUNANG,.,

Sa loob lamang
ng dalawang taon ng
kanyang panunungkulan,
malayo na ang narating
ng Calamba. Isa sa mga
ipinagmamalaki ng lung-
sod ang mga pabahay
na maituturing na "world-
class" dahil sa condomini-
um-type na mga tirahan.
Dagdag pa rito ang pag-
kakaroon ng mga doktor
at nars sa bawat barangay
at ang pagiging kampeon
ng lungsod sa larangan ng
nutrisyon.

Kamakailan,
pinarangalan ang Pama-
halaang Lungsod ng
Calamba bilang Top 8 sa
114 na component cities,
at bilang number 1 sa
buong Laguna sa Cities
and Municipalities Com-
petitiveness Index (CMCI)
National Ranking ng 2023.
Ipinagmamalaki rin ng
lungsod ang Top 2 sa In-
novation Pillar, Top 4 sa
Economic Dynamism, at
Top 9 sa Infrastructure Pil-
lar.

Sa larangan ng

Arestadao...

Monday, August
26, 2024

Kampo Heneral
Paciano Rizal - Arestado
ang 163 na personalidad
sa Anti-Criminality Oper-
ations ng Laguna PNP
sa pamumuno ni PCOL
GAUVIN MEL Y UNOS,
Acting Provincial Director,
Laguna PPO.

Ang Anti-Crimi-
nality Operational Accom-
plishments ng Laguna
PPO ay isinagawa mula
August 19-25, 2024 sa
pinaigting na kampanya
laban sa iligal na droga,
illegal gambling, operation
against most wanted per-
sons at loose firearm sa
buong lalawigan ng Lagu-
na.

Sa kampanya
laban sa iligal na droga,
nagsagawa ang Laguna
PNP ng 28 na operasyon
na nagresulta sa pag-
kaaresto ng 41 na sus-
pek. Kumpiskado sa mga
suspek ang 27.13 gramo
ng hinihinalang shabu
na may kabuuang halag-
ang tinatayang aabot sa
PhP184,484.00.

Sa Anti-illegal
Gambling Operations na-
kapagtala naman ng 10
na operasyon laban sa

illegal number games o
maskilala sa tawag na
(bookies) na nagresulta
sa pagkaaresto ng 10 na
personalidad, habang 21
operasyon naman para sa
other form of iligal gam-
bling na nag resulta sa
pagkakaresto ng 56 katao
na sangkot sa iba pang uri
ng sugal. Nasamsam sa
mga suspek ang bet mon-
ey na may kabuuang hala-
ga na PhP12,760.00.

Sa Manhunt Op-
erations arestado ang si-
yam (9) na most wanted
persons lima (5) dito ay
Provincial Level at apat
(4) na City/Municipal Level
habang naaresto din ang
44 na other wanted per-
sons.

Para naman sa
operasyon laban sa loose
firearms ng Laguna PNP
nakapagtala ng walo ( 8
) na operasyon at naka-
kumpiska ang pito (7) na
loose firearms habang tat-
lo (3) naman ang naares-
tong suspek.

Gayundin naman
sa mga isinagawang
checkpoint, Oplan Sita o
operasyon laban sa batas
trapiko kung saan nahuli at
natikitan ang 269 katao na
lumabag dito habang ang
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8,961 naman kabuuang
nahuli sa paglabag sa lo-
kal na ordinansa.

Ayon sa pahay-
ag ni PCOL UNOS, “Ang
matagumpay na mga op-
erayon ng Laguna PNP
laban sa kriminalidad ay
bunga ng pagtutulungan
ng kapulisan at mama-
mayan"

(Nelson Dimapilis /Lagu-
na PPO PR)
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kalusugan, iginawad sa
Calamba ang Excellence
in Health Governance
mula sa Department of
Health. Pinarangalan din
ito ng The Manila Times
bilang Model City at tu-
manggap ng Safe Haven
Award noong Setyembre
ng nakaraang taon. Na-
kamit din ng lungsod ang
Gawad Kalasag Seal of
Excellence 2023 at Be-
yond Compliant Award
para sa Risk Reduction
Management and Climate
Change Adaptation Efforts
mula sa DILG. Bukod dito,
kinilala rin ang Anti-Drug
Abuse Council ng Calam-
ba bilang Highly Function-
al.

Sa pagtatapos ng
kanyang ulat, nanawagan
si Mayor Rizal: "Manatili
sana tayong nagkakaisa
upang lubusang matupad
ang ating mga pangarap
para sa atin at sa ating
mga pamilya. Wala tayong
ibang sandata kundi ang
talino na piliin ang tama at
nararapat, at wala tayong
ibang kalakasan kundi ang
katapatan at pagmamahal
mula sa puso." Wika ni
Mayor Rizal.

Nagpahayag
naman ng pasasalamat
sina Vice Mayor Atty.
Angelito S. Lazaro Jr. at
Congresswoman Charisse
Anne Hernandez Alcan-
tara sa lahat ng dumalo sa
makasaysayang selebra-
syon. (Joel Cabactulan/
Nelson Dimapilis/Kevin
Pamatmat)
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irst Mnox Case Reported in

Calamba City,
Laguna --- August 29,
2024 --- The Depart-
ment of Health-Center
for Health Development
(DOH-CHD) CalLaBaR-
Zon has confirmed the
first case of Mpox in the
region, encompassing
the provinces of Cavite,
Laguna, Batangas, Rizal,
and Quezon. The patient,
whose symptoms began
on August 10, 2024, initial-
ly sought medical attention
at a rural health unit after
experiencing fever and
rashes.

Despite  having
no recent travel history,
the patient contracted the
Mpox virus and is cur-
rently recovering at home
under close supervision
from local health author-
ities. This case marks a
significant  development
as the World Health Or-
ganization (WHO) recently

declared Mpox a Public
Health Emergency of In-
ternational Concern (PHE-
IC), emphasizing the need
for heightened awareness
and prevention measures.

Mpox, a conta-
gious disease caused by
the MPXV virus, spreads
through close contact
with infected individuals
or contaminated mate-
rials. Symptoms include
skin rashes, fever, swollen
lymph nodes, and general
fatigue, which can last up
to four weeks.

In response to
the confirmed case, DOH-
CHD CalLaBaRZon has
reiterated the importance
of adhering to health pro-
tocols to prevent further
spread. These include
practicing proper respi-
ratory etiquette, frequent
hand washing, avoiding
contact with symptomatic
individuals, and ensuring
the cleanliness of person-

al items like bedding and
clothing.

The public is
urged to remain vigi-
lant and seek immediate
medical consultation if
symptoms such as a sore
throat, headaches, or a
rash resembling pimples
occur. The DOH also re-
minds individuals to con-
tact the National Patient
Navigation and Referral
Center at hotline 1555 for
assistance.

Supportive care,
including hydration, nutri-
tion, and symptom man-
agement, remains the pri-
mary treatment for Mpox.
The DOH emphasizes the
importance of community
awareness in preventing
the spread of the virus,
urging everyone to stay in-
formed about the risks and
take proactive measures
to protect themselves
and others. (Edjun Mari-

posque)
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FIRST MPOX CASE RECORDED IN CALABARZON
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7418, PANGUNAHING TAGA-SUPORTA
SA PAGTAGUYOD NG KAPAYAPAAN AT
PAGKAKASUNDUAN SA NORTHERN
SAMAR SA PAMAMAGITAN NG L3P

Ginampanan ng
74th Infantry “Unbeatable”
Battalion ang mahalagang
papel sa 3rd Quarter Joint
Council Meetings para sa
Local Social Integration
Program (LSIP) Distribu-
tion of Firearms Renumer-
ation, na ginanap noong
Martes, Agosto 20, 2024,
sa |babao Hall, 3rd Floor,
Provincial Capitol, Catar-
man, Northern Samar.

Ang kaganapan
ay tinampukan ng pagkila-
la sa mga dating rebelde
sa ilalim ng 74th Infantry
Battalion, na matagumpay
na nakabalik sa lipunan
matapos isuko ang kanil-
ang mga armas at bar-
il. Sina Artemio Dolim,
Agosto Malbas, Jose Es-
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ponilla, at Cito Dolim ang
mga ginawaran ng tulong
pinansyal at nagsisilbing
halimbawa ng tagumpay
ng LSIP.

Ang mga indibid-
wal na ito ay tumanggap
ng kanilang remunerasyon
sa seremonya, na suma-
sagisag sa dedikasyon ng
gobyerno sa pagtaguyod
ng kapayapaan at pag-
kakasunduan sa rehiy-
on. Ang mga parangal ay
ipinagkaloob nina Hon.
Edwin Marino C. Ongch-
uan  Governor/Chairper-
son PTF-ELCAC, BGEN
EFREN F MORADOS
PA Commander, 803rd
Brigade, PCOL Sonnie
B Omengan, Provincial
Director, Northern Samar

Provincial Police Office at
Geraldine C. Maquelabit
(DILG NSPO Director/
PPOC Secretary.

Ang pakikilahok
ng 74th Infantry Battalion
sa pulong ay nagpapaki-
ta ng kanilang patuloy na
pagsusumikap na supor-
tahan ang mga inisyati-
ba ng gobyerno para sa
kapayapaan at pag-unlad
sa Northern Samar. Ang
kanilang pakikipagtulun-
gan sa iba't ibang ahen-
sya ng gobyerno at mga
lokal na opisyal ay mahal-
aga upang matiyak ang
matagumpay na pagpapa-
tupad sa tulong pinansyal
galing sa LSIP at sa pag-
papanatili ng seguridad at
katatagan sa rehiyon.
(Nelson Dimapilis)

9K Balanguenos, napagkalooban
ng bigas at tulong pinansyal sa
pagiulunsad ng SIBOL, ISIP at CARD

Maliban sa pro-
grama at serbisyo ng Ba-
gong Pilipinas Serbisyo
Fair, dagdag benepisyo
ang natanggap ng mga
Batanguefio mula sa tar-
get sectors sa paglulun-
sad ng SIBOL, CARD at
ISIP program.

Nasa 9,000 be-
nepisyaryo ng naturang
mga programa ang naka-
tanggap ng tulong pinan-
syal at pabigas.

Abot sa 3,000
na CARD beneficiaries
ang pinagkalooban ng
tig-P5,000 sa pamam-
agitan ng Ayuda Para sa
Kapos ang Kita Program
(AKAP) ng DSWD at 20
kilo ng bigas.

Para naman sa
ISIP, 3,000 mag aaral ang

nakatanggap ng P5,000 at
limang kilong bugas.

Maliban dito
makakatanggap din sila
ng P5,000 kada anim na
buwan para sa tuition at
iba pang gastusin mali-
ban pa sa scholarship na
P15,000 sa ilalim ng Tu-
long Dunong Program ng
CHED.

Ang SIBOL pro-
gram naman na tumutu-
long sa mga nagsisimula
at maliliit na negosyo ay
nabigyan ng limang kilong
bigas at P5,000.

Giit ni Speaker

program

Martin Romualdez na na-
nguna sa pagpapaabot ng
tulong, na lahat ng ito ay
katuparan ng pagnanais
ni Pangulong Marcos na
matulungan ang lahat ng
nangangailangan.

Paalala niya na
ang pagpapaabot ng tu-
long na ito ay magrere-
sulta sa pag ahon ng mga
Pilipino na may ambag sa
paglago ng ekonomiya ng
bansa.

(Nelson Dimapi-
lis)

—bHrestiltl—
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Cavmtl Laguna
— On August 26, 2024, the
202nd Infantry (Unifier)
Brigade of the Philippine
Army, led by Brigadier
General Cerilo C. Balaoro
Jr., took an active role in
a one-day Children’s Ad-
vocacy Camp Training at
the Brigade’'s Kabataan
Activity Center. The event,
initiated by the Office of

Municipal Social Wel-
fare and Development
(OMSWD) under the

leadership of Ms. Judith
Ruazol, brought together
officers and members of
Children’'s  Associations
from 11 barangays across
Cavinti, Laguna, and saw
the participation of 44
youth and children aged
10 to 17.

The camp aimed
to empower and edu-
cate young leaders in the
community, equipping
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importance of ending local
communist armed conflict
(ELCAC) through informa-
tive sessions and interac-
tive discussions.
Participants en-
gaged in various group
dynamics and team-build-
ing exercises designed to
foster camaraderie, lead-
ership skills, and a sense
of community. These ac-
tivities provided valuable
knowledge and encour-
aged the youth to become
proactive members of their

them with the necessary
knowledge and skills to
become advocates for
peace and development.
The activities included lec-
tures on the Rights of the
Child, Anti-Online Sexual
Abuse and Exploitation of
Children, and Leadership
Orientation.  Additionally,
the camp addressed the

communltles, advocatlng
for their rights and the
rights of others.

The event was
part of the Brigade’s ongo-
ing efforts to engage with
and support local com-
munities in their pursuit of
peace, security, and de-
velopment. The 202nd Bri-
gade remains committed
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to fostering a secure envi-
ronment enabling youth to
thrive and contribute posi-
tively to nation-building.

@followers

@topfans

2nd Infantry
"Jungle Fighter" Division,
Philippine Army

Philippine Army

2nd Civil-Mili-
tary Operations Battalion,
CMOR, PA

Always First Bat-
talion

Southern Luzon
Command, AFP

80th Infantry
"Steadfast" Battalion

National Task
Force to End Local Com-

munist Armed Conflict
Cavinti Mps
Si Arrantlee Ar-
royo ang MAYOR Ko

Sanggunian Ka-
bataan Cavinti Federation

(Nelson Dimapi-
lis)

Driver-Bodyguard Killed, Department Head
Survives Assassination Attempt in Binan City

Laguna — A driv-
er-bodyguard was killed
while a department head
survived an assassination
attempt on Wednesday
evening in Bifian City, La-
guna.

The incident oc-
curred around 6:30 p.m.
when two unidentified
assailants riding a motor-
cycle opened fire at the
service vehicle of the de-
partment chief, alias Ed,
as it was driving through
the city. The driver-body-
guard, alias Ron, 55, was
shot multiple times and
died instantly at the scene.

According to ini-
tial police investigations,
Ron had just exited the
vehicle to escort his boss

when the attackers, armed
with a short firearm, fired
a series of shots. Ed, the
department head, was un-
harmed in the attack.

Witnesses  de-
scribed one of the attack-
ers as wearing a black
jacket and helmet, while
the other, seated at the
back, was wearing a red
T-shirt, blue cap, and black
pants. The gunmen fled
the scene on a red Honda
motorcycle, heading in an
unknown direction.

The motive for
the attack remains un-
clear, but authorities have
launched an investigation
to identify the suspects
and determine whether
the department head was

the intended target. Re-
ports also indicate that
the slain driver-bodyguard
had a pending case re-
lated to a land dispute
in Nueva Ecija, adding a
layer of complexity to the
ongoing investigation.
Police are cur-
rently conducting a man-
hunt for the assailants as
they work to bring justice
to the victim and ensure
the safety of city officials.
(Edjun Mariposque
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Pau Dela Cruz
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VOG 0 SMOG?

I Ang vog 0 smog ay isang uri ng polusyon
sa hangin na sanhi ng mga bulkan. Binubuo ito ng
mga pinong patak na naglalaman ng volcanic gas
| tulad ng Sulfur Dioxide(SO2) na acidic at nakakairita
ng mata, lalamunan at respiratory tract depende sa
I konsentrasyon o tagal ng pagkalanghap nito.
Ang mga taong sadyang mas maselan sa
masamang epekto ng vog ay ang mga may karam-
I daman gaya ng hika, sakit sa baga at sakit sa puso,
mga matatanda, mga buntis, at mga bata
Ano ang epekto nito?
Maaring magdulot ito ng iritasyon sa mga
I mata, lalamunan at respiratory tract na maaaring
maging malubha depende sa kosentrasyon o tagal

ng pagkalanghap nito.

ganitong disaster?

I Limitahan natin ang pagkakalantad o expo-
sure sa vog. lwasan ang mga aktibidad sa labas o
manatili na lamang sa loob ng bahay at isara ang

I mga bintana at pintuan upang maiwasang makapa-
sok ang vog sa loob ng bahay.

Protektahan ang ating mga sarili. Guma-
mit ng nararapat na N95 face masks o gas mask.

I Uminom ng maraming tubig upang maibsan ang iri-
tasyon o paninikip ng daluyan ng paghinga. Kung
kabilang sa mga sensitibong grupo, siguraduhing
subaybayan ang inyong kalagayan at magpatingin
agad sa doktor o sa barangay health unit kung

I kinakailangan. Sa oras navmakakaranas ng matind-
ing epekto, magpatingin agad sa doktor o sa baran-

Loay he health unit.

I
I
I
I
I
I
Ano ang dapat natin gawin sa panahon ng |
I
I
I
I
I
I

|

Pangandaman inaprubahan
ang P3.681 hilyon para
maipatuloy ang hationwide
ree Wi-Fi program

Pinahintulutan
ni Department of Budget
and Management (DBM)
Secretary Amenah "Mina"
F. Pangandaman ang
pagpapalabas ng karag-
dagang P3.681 bilyong
pondo sa Department of
Information and Communi-
cations Technology (DICT)
para mapanatili ang pag-
papatupad ng Free Public
Internet Access Program
(FPIAP) sa buong bansa.

Ayon kay pan-
gandaman tuloy na tuloy
na ang free wifi program
alinsunod sa kautusan
ni pangulong Bongbong
Marcos.

Naasahan ni
Pangandaman na ang
pagpapalabas ng pondo
ay magbibigay ng bene-
pisyo sa kabuuang 13,462
Access Point (AP) sites
sa iba't ibang lokasyon sa
buong bansa.

Ayon kay Pan-
gandaman Bahagi ng
FPIAP ay ang pagtatayo

at pagpapanatili ng mga
ICT infrastructure tulad
ng tower, data center,
at internet connection.
Nilalayon nito na map-
anatili ang connectivity sa
mga pampublikong lugar
gaya ng mga eskwelahan,
libraries, parks, at trans-
portation hubs, upang
magbigay ng maaasah-
ang internet services para
sa edukasyon, trabaho at
pang-araw-araw na mga
aktibidad sa buhay.

Ang karagda-
gang pondo ay kukunin
mula sa Special Account
in the General Fund -
Free Public Internet Ac-
cess Fund (SAGF-FPIAF)
para sa FY 2024. Ito ay
bukod pa sa P2.5 bilyon
na inilaan na para sa FPI-
AF sa kasalukuyang taon
na inaasahang ganap
nang na-obligate ngayong
buwan.

(Nelson Dimapi-
lis)
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Pastor Quiboloy Under Fire: Raids.
Legal Battles. and Sunnorter Protests

Escalate

In a dramatic turn
of events, Pastor Apol-
lo Quiboloy, the leader
of the Kingdom of Jesus
Christ (KOJC), is facing
mounting legal troubles
both in the Philippines and
abroad. The Philippine Na-
tional Police (PNP) recent-
ly conducted a raid on the
KOJC compound in Davao
City as they attempted to
serve multiple arrest war-
rants against Quiboloy.
The charges include child
abuse, sexual exploitation,
and human trafficking, with
some of these charges be-
ing non-bailable.

The raid, which
is the second one to take
place, has been met with
strong opposition from
Quiboloy’s supporters and
political allies, including
former President Rodrigo
Duterte and Vice Presi-
dent Sara Duterte. The
Dutertes have condemned
the police action, accusing
the authorities of using ex-
cessive force and violating
constitutionally protected
rights.

In response, Qu-
iboloy’s followers have or-
ganized rallies outside the
KOJC compound, protest-
ing against the police pres-

ence and decrying what
they perceive as an unjust
attack on their leader. The
situation escalated when
a KOJC member died of
a heart attack during the
raid, further inflaming ten-
sions.

The controver-
sies surrounding Quiboloy

extend beyond the Philip-
pines, as he is also facing
serious charges in the
United States, including
sex trafficking of children,
conspiracy, and bulk cash
smuggling. As the legal
battles continue, the situ-
ation remains tense, with
both the PNP and Qui-
boloy’s supporters stand-

. —
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ing firm in their positions.
This ongoing
saga highlights the com-
plex intersection of faith,
politics, and law enforce-
ment in the Philippines,
drawing national and in-
ternational attention to the
powerful religious figure
and his followers. (Edjun
Mariposque)

PHILIPPINE ARMY AT
MULTISECTORAL ADVISORY
BOARD, TINALAKAY ANG
PALBUO NG STRATEGIC
ADVISORY COUNCIL

Pinag-usapan ng
pamunuan ng Philippine
Army (PA) at ng mga mi-
yembro ng PA Multisec-
toral Advisory Board (PA
MSAB) ang transisyon ng
board patungo sa PA Stra-
tegic Advisory Council, na
inaasahang tutulong sa
organisasyon na harapin
ang mga nagbabagong
banta sa seguridad, sa
isang pagpupulong sa
Headquarters  Philippine
Army, Fort Bonifacio,
Taguig City noong Agosto
23, 2024.

Tinalakay  nina
Army Commanding Gen-
eral Lt. Gen. Roy M. Ga-
lido at mga miyembro ng
PA MSAB ang pagbuo ng
SAC na magtutok sa mga
pangunahing larangan
ng reporma na mahalaga
para sa kahandaan at pa-
giging epektibo ng PA sa
pagtatanggol sa teritoryo.

(Nelson Dimapi-
lis)

_ Lt. Gen. Galido,_
Pinarangalan ng Asia’s
Modern Hero Award
para sa Natatanging
Serbisyo sa Militar

Natanggap ng
ika-66 na Command-
ing General ng Philip-
pine Army (CGPA) na si
Lt. Gen. Roy M. Galido
ang Asia's Modern Hero
Awards para sa kanyang
natatanging serbisyo,
pamumuno, at walang pa-
tid na dedikasyon sa ser-
bisyong militar sa isang
seremonya ng paggawad
na ginanap sa Okada Ma-
nila sa Parafaque City
noong Agosto 23, 2024.

Ang Modern He-

2N a

roes Awards ay nagbibigay
parangal at pagkilala sa
mga makabagong bayani
at mga taong may bagong
pananaw na sumasalamin
sa diwa ng "Makabagong
Bayani." Ang award na ito
ay nagbibigay pugay sa
mga natatanging kontri-
busyon sa pampublikong
serbisyo, mga institusyong
pang-edukasyon, pagtu-
long sa panahon ng saku-
na, pagpapaunlad ng tao,
lipunang sibil, kalusugan
at kapaligiran, negosyo at
entrepreneurship, at siste-
ma ng hustisya at legal.

(Nelson Dimapi-
lis)
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CARD SME OPENS ITS 40TH BRANCH

IN ZAMBOANGA SIBUGAY

CARD SME
Bank, a thrift bank un-
der the CARD Mutually
Reinforcing Institution
(CARD MRI), opens its
40th branch on June 10,
2024, in lpil, Zamboanga
Sibugay to further expand
the reach of the institution
to fulfill its goal of growing
the businesses of Micro,
Small, and Medium Enter-
prise (MSMEs) clients.

CARD SME Bank
offers a variety of products
and services such as sav-
ings, remittances, and
various types of loans, in-
cluding business loans, to
assist MSMEs in growing
their businesses.

“This expan-
sion is our way of fulfilling
our part in nation-build-
ing by providing MSMEs
much-needed support to
sustain their business-
es which will ultimately
improve the economic
landscape of our trading
areas,” CARD SME Bank
President and CEO Cyn-
thia Baldeo stated.

As a full-fledged
thrift bank, the institution
also provides value-add-

carp ST

With the end goal of strengthening financial inclusion nationwide, CARD MRI management members alongside staff, officers, and
some clients of CARD SME Bank, came together to grace the branch opening. The Ipil Branch is now ready to serve the community of
Zamboanga Sibugay with even higher quality financial and personalized products and services.

ed financial products and
services to clients and
non-clients alike, particu-
larly to less fortunate indi-
viduals who want to help
themselves gain financial
freedom.

“At CARD MR,
we pride ourselves in put-
ting our clients first in ev-
erything we do. The 40th

CARD SME Bank branch
also strengthens financial
accessibility and reaffirms
our commitment to pro-
viding innovative financial
products and personal-
ized services to our clients
nationwide,” Baldeo said
during the branch open-
ing.

opening

was also graced by CARD
MRI Managing Director
Mr. Aristeo Dequito, Se-
nior Management Adviser
Ms. Mary Jane Pererras,
Security Consultant Gen-
eral Dickson Hermoso,
staff, and clients. The
ribbon-cutting event was
further honored by the
presence of Ipil Mayor

Honorable Mr. Anamel
Olegario.

The new branch
is located at Purok Ever-
lasting, Don Andres, Ipil,
Zamboanga Sibugay.

As of April 2024,
CARD SME Bank has
more than 6.6 billion out-
standing loans and serves
more than 1.2 million cli-

ents. The institution aims
to become the best thrift
bank in the country and
be able to reach and serve
more clients in the future.

For more infor-
mation, visit CARD SME
Bank's official website
and Facebook page, @
CARDSMEBankOfficial-
Page.

LAGUNA DEI:I..FIFIED STFIBI..E INTERNAL. PEACE

CEiM 5 LSGHINE T

Read | On Au-
gust 27, 2024, Bay, Lagu-
na celebrated a significant
milestone by declaring
Stable Internal Peace Se-
curity (SIPS) Status. This
achievement was marked
by the signing of a Memo-
randum of Understanding
(MOU) and attended by
notable figures including

Deputy Commander of
Task Force Ugnay, Maj.
Michael Malacad, and Mu-
nicipal Mayor Hon. Jose
0. Madrid, with participa-
tion from various govern-
ment agencies. Alongside
Majayjay, Bay became
the 10th municipality and
city in Laguna to attain
this status, showcasing

the community’s collective
commitment to peace and
order.

2nd Infantry
"Jungle Fighter" Division,
Philippine Army

Philippine Army

2nd Civil-Mili-
tary Operations Battalion,
CMOR, PA

Always First Bat-
talion

Southern Luzon
Command, AFP

80th Infantry
"Steadfast" Battalion

National Task
Force to End Local Com-
munist Armed Conflict

12th CMO "Kapa-
tiran" Battalion, CMOR, PA

DILG Laguna

Laguna Provin-
cial Information Office

DOLE Laguna
Provincial Office

Laguna Police

Provincial Office
(Nelson Dimapilis)
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PAEPAPATIBAV_ N I(AAlAMAN ROTC ORIENTATION

Mamburao, Occi-
dental Mindoro - Sa ilalim
ng programang “Ugnayan
sa Paaralan,” muling
isinagawa ng 76th Infantry
(VICTRIX) Battalion, sa
pangunguna ni Lieutenant
Colonel Randy P. Galiza,
kasama sina Ms. Jesi-
ca M. Maligaya, (NSTP)
Director, at Mr. Germilito
Cuzon, ROTC Coordina-
tor, ang isang orientasyon
para sa mga estudyante

ng Reserve Officer Train-
ing Corps (ROTC) ng
Occidental Mindoro State
College (OMSC) Mambu-
rao Campus noong ika-25
ng Agosto taong kasalu-
kuyan.

Ang  programa
ng ROTC ay naglalayong
paunlarin ang mga es-
tudyante upang maging
mga mamamayang may
malalim na pag-unawa sa

kanilang mga tungkulin at
responsibilidad. Sa pama-
magitan ng pagbibigay ng
edukasyon at pagsasanay
sa pamumuno, ang ROTC
ay naghahangad na mak-
abuo ng mga indibidwal na
may kakayahang magling-
kod sa bayan at maging
mga epektibong pinuno sa
hinaharap.

Nagbigay din ng
tamang kaalaman sa mga

estudyante tungkol sa il-
legal na pangrerekrut ng
teroristang grupong CPP-
NPA-NDF sa mga mag
aaral na kung paano maii-
wasan ang marekrut at
magamit ng mga makaka-
liwang grupong CPP-NPA-
NDF. Ito ay dinaluhan ng
172 estudyanteng ku-
mukuha ng Basic ROTC.
Layunin ng 76IB
na bigyan ng kaalaman

ang mga ROTC students
upang mapanatili silang
ligtas mula sa banta ng
komunismo na maaaring
makasagabal sa kanilang
pag-aaral. Pinayuhan din
ang mga estudyante na

maging mapanuri sa mga
organisasyong kanilang
sasamahan at maging
aktibong bahagi sa pagsu-
long ng kaayusan at kapa-
yapaan sa komunidad.
(Nelson Dimapilis)

PDEA and PNP Seize Over PHP 2 Million in Shabu
and Ecstasg During Dasmarinas City Drug Operation

A joint operation
conducted by the Philip-
pine Drug Enforcement
Agency (PDEA) and the
Philippine National Police
(PNP) led to the arrest
of three high-value drug
personalities and the con-
fiscation of illegal drugs
worth over PHP 2 million.
The operation took place
on August 29, 2024, along
Molino-Paliparan  Road,
Barangay Paliparan 2,
Dasmarifas City, Cavite.

The suspects,
identified as Lenard
Cafete y Cuenca, alias
Marlon, 27, a tricycle
driver; Abegail Arandia
y Gomez, alias Bai, 21,
and Claire Ann Adolfo y
Rosel, 21, a customer
care assistant, were ap-
prehended during a buy-

bust operation executed
by PDEA Regional Office
IV-A Regional Special
Enforcement Unit Team
1, PDEA Cavite Provin-
cial Office, PNP Regional
Drug Enforcement Unit
IV-A, and PNP City Drug
Enforcement Unit-Das-
marifias City Police Sta-
tion. All three suspects
are residents of Barangay
Paliparan 2. Meanwhile,
another suspect, identi-
fied as Jomel Martinez,
remains at large.

During the oper-
ation, authorities seized
approximately 100 grams
of suspected shabu, val-
ued at PHP 680,000, and
800 blue tablets believed
to be ecstasy, worth PHP
1,360,000. The operatives
also recovered the buy-

bust money used in the
operation.

The suspects
are currently detained at
PDEA Regional Office
IV-A in Barangay Sinal-
han, Santa Rosa City,
Laguna. Charges for vi-
olating Republic Act No.
9165, also known as The
Comprehensive Danger-
ous Drugs Act of 2002, will
be filed against them.

This  operation
underscores the ongoing
efforts of the PDEA and
PNP in combating the il-
legal drug trade in the re-
gion. Authorities continue
to hunt for the remaining
suspect, Martinez, as they
intensify their campaign
against drug-related ac-
tivities. By: Edjun Mari-
posque



