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Governor Athena Tolentino sworn in as Cavite Chief Executive

	 In a solemn ceremony attended by family, friends, and fellow public servants, 
Governor Athena Bryana D. Tolentino officially took her oath as the new Chief Ex-
ecutive of the Province of Cavite on October 8, 2024, at the Hall of Justice in the 
Legislative Building in Tagaytay City. She was sworn into office by Judge Racquel V. 
Aspiras-Sanchez, together with Vice Governor Shernan S. Jaro.
	 Accompanied and supported by Tagaytay City Mayor Abraham Tolentino, 
Vice Mayor Agnes Tolentino, 8th District representative Aniela Bianca Tolentino, Aizack 
Brent Tolentino, their families and fellow public servants, Governor Tolentino and Vice 

Governor Jaro pledged to continue the initiatives launched by former Governor Jonvic 
C. Remulla following his appointment as the Secretary of the Department of the Interior 
and Local Government. They expressed their commitment to serve with compassion, 
determination, and effective leadership to foster a progressive and brighter future for 
the province. 
	 Governor Tolentino’s appointment marks another historic spot in the political 
landscape of Cavite, being the first female Governor of the province and the youngest 
to hold the position at just twenty-five years old. - J. Reyes

Sol Aragones Files Certificate of Candidacy for 
Laguna Governor, with Peewee Perez 
as Running Mate

	 Former Congresswoman Sol Aragones has of-
ficially filed her Certificate of Candidacy (COC) for the 
position of governor of Laguna. She is joined by incum-
bent board member Peewee Perez, who will be running 
as her vice governor. Their partnership is expected to 
bring a new dynamic to the local political landscape in 
the upcoming elections.
	 Aragones, a former reporter who transitioned 
into politics, won her first seat as Congresswoman for 

Laguna in 2013. She successfully served three consec-
utive terms before her defeat in the 2022 gubernatorial 
race against incumbent Governor Ramil Hernandez. De-
spite the loss, Aragones remained committed to public 
service. Even after her defeat, she continued assisting 
the needy, particularly persons with disabilities (PWDs) 
and senior citizens.
	 One of Aragones’ key advocacies is improving 
the quality of service in public hospitals. She aims to pro-
hibit hospital staff from being rude to patients, a common 

cont. on page 2

METRO PACIFIC TOLLWAYS SOUTH
& MAYNILAD JOIN HANDS
TO PROVIDE RELIEF TO
CAVITE FISHERFOLK
AFFECTED BY OIL SPILL

(From left) Arlette V. Capistrano, VP for Communication and Stakeholder Man-
agement of MPT South; Raul L. Ignacio, President and General Manager, MPT 
South; (Center) Former Cavite Gover-nor Jonvic Remulla; Ramoncito S. Fernan-
dez, President and CEO, Maynilad; and Marie Antonette De Ocampo, SAVP and 

Head, Corporate Affairs and Communication, Maynilad.

Former Cavite Governor Jonvic Remulla (Center) received the deed of donation 
from Arlette V. Capistrano, VP for Communication and Stakeholder Management 
of MPT South (left), and Raul L. Ignacio, President and General Manager, MPT 

South (right).

Sacks of rice donated by MPT South and Maynilad

	 MPT South Cor-
poration, the conces-
sionaire of Manila-Cavite 
Expressway (CAVITEX) 
and Cavite-Laguna Ex-
pressway (CALAX), in 
partnership with Maynilad 
Water Services, Inc., has 
donated half a million pe-
sos worth of rice to aid the 
local fisherfolk of Cavite, 
who have been severely 
affected by both the recent 
oil spill and the devasta-
tion brought by Typhoon 
Carina. The relief effort 
was officially handed over 
to former Governor Jonvic 

C. Remulla, benefiting the 
coastal communities of 
Cavite City, Bacoor City, 
and the municipalities of 
Noveleta, Rosario, Kawit, 
Tanza, Naic, Maragondon, 
and Ternate. 
	 The disaster, 
triggered by the MT Ter-
annova oil spill—which re-
leased 1.4 million liters of 
industri-al fuel into the wa-
ters—coincided with the 
wrath of Typhoon Carina, 
leaving Cavite’s coastal 
ar-eas devastated. Fish-
erfolk, whose livelihoods 
depend on the health of 

these waters, have been 
hit hardest, struggling to 
recover from the com-
pounded crises. 
	 “We understand 
the crucial role fisherfolk 
play in sustaining both the 
livelihoods of Caviteños 
and the province’s food 
supply, said MPT South 
President and General 
Manager, Raul L. Ignacio. 
“The devastation they face 
during calamities not only 
disrupts their way of life 
but also the larger agri-
cultural ecosystem. Our 
donation aims to provide 

immediate relief while ig-
niting hope for recovery in 
the hearts of these com-
munities.” 
	 Joining the initia-
tive was Maynilad Pres-
ident Ramon S. Fernan-
dez, who reinforced the 

urgency of supporting the 
affected fisherfolk during 
this challenging time. 
MPT South is a subsidiary 
of Metro Pacific Tollways 
Corporation (MPTC). 
Aside from CAVITEX 
and CALAX, MPTC also 

holds domestic conces-
sion rights for North Lu-
zon Expressway (NLEX), 
Subic-Clark-Tarlac Ex-
pressway (SCTEX), NLEX 
Connector and Cebu-Cor-
dova Link Express-way 
(CCLEX). PR

CMDI inaugurated another facility 
in Lubao, Pampanga

The ribbon cutting ceremony led by CARD MRI 
Founder and Chairman Emeritus Dr. Jaime Aris-
totle Alip marks the opening of CMDI Pampanga 
Facility, a significant milestone in the journey of 

progress of CMDI and CMPMI.
	 C A R D - M R I 
Development Institute, 
Inc. (CMDI), the training 
institute of CARD MRI, 
officially opened its facil-
ity in Ruthay’s Place Lu-
bao, Pampanga on June 
22, 2024.
	 “The opening 
of this new facility signi-
fies CMDI’s commitment 
to extending its training 
services to more CARD 
MRI staff, clients, and 
external stakeholders. 
We continue to provide 
exceptional enhance-
ment courses and enter-
prise development train-
ings to help develop and 
improve their current 
skills and practices,” 
said CARD MRI Found-
er and Chairman Emer-
itus Dr. Jaime Aristotle 

Alip.
	 Dr. Alip empha-
sized, “We continue to 
offer opportunities for the 
community of learners to 
invest in its future and pro-
vide a safe and welcom-
ing environment to hone 
knowledge and skills. Our 
goal is to foster growth in 
our facilities, a conducive 
place where we can devel-
op future leaders and suc-
cessful business owners.”
	 Present at the in-
auguration are CARD MRI 
Property Management 
(CMPMI) President Maida 
Decano, CMDI President  
Dr. Edzel A. Ramos, with 
the CARD MRI advisers, 
key officers and clients. 
	 The CMDI Lubao 
facility is located at Jose 
Abad Santos Avenue, Lu-

bao, Pampanga. 
	 The opening of 
this CMDI Pampanga 
facility is an addition to 
its existing campuses 
in Bay and San Pablo 
City in Laguna, Pasay in 
National Capital Region, 
Baguio in Ben-quet, 
Tagum City in Davao del 
Norte, and Buenavista in 
Agusan del Norte.
	 CMDI is ded-
icated to providing ex-
ceptional practitioner-led 
training and education 
ser-vices to create com-
petent and dedicated 
individuals who can 
empower, and uplift so-
ci-oeconomically chal-
lenged families. Since 
its establishment in 
2000, CMDI has been 
instrumental in pro-
ducing passionate and 
skilled men and women 
who manage and lead 
various institutions and 
enterprises.
	 The opening of 
their new training facility 
demonstrates CMDI’s 
continuous efforts to-
wards providing acces-
sible and quality educa-
tion, fostering growth in 
communities across the 
Philippines. PR
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ANO NGA BA ANG HALALAN O 
ELEKSYON?

	 ANO NGA BA ANG HALALAN O 
ELEKSYON?
	 Panahon na naman ng halalan o 
eleksyon, lahat ng tao ay nakakaalam nito . Ngunit 
ang iba sa atin ay hindi yata alam ang tunay na 
kahulugan at kahalagahan nito.
	 Ano nga ba ang halalan o eleksyon?
	 Ang halalan o eleksyon ay nangyayari 
sa mga demokrasyang bansa. Ito ay  dumadaan 
sa isang pormal na proseso ng pagpapasiya kung 
saan ang isang populasyon ay pumipili ng mga in-
dibidwal na kandidato sa eleksiyon na siyang hah-
awak ng posisyon kung siya ay naitalaga na.
	 Ito ay ang malayang pagpili ng mga kan-
didato na may plata porma o pangako para sa 
ikauunlad ng bansa, bayan, city o barangay. Ang 
mga rehistradong mamamayan lamang ang puwe-
deng bumota sa halalan. Ang maaring bumoto ay 
ang may edad na 18 pataas. May demokratikong 
pagpili ng mga tao kung sino ang gusto nilang ma-
muno at mamahala sa kanila.
	 SINO ANG NAMAMAHALA NG 
ELEKSYON?
	 Ang Commission on elections, COMELEC  
o komisyon sa halalan ang naatasang mamahala 
ng isang halalan o eleksyon. Sila ang naatasan na 
magpanatili na magpanatili, magpatupad at mama-
hala ng isang malinis, tahimik at maayos na ha-
lalan.
	 Nasa COMELEC  ang kapagyarihan na  
magpatupad at magharap sa pangulo ng lahat ng 
batas at regulasyon sa halalan plebisito, initiatibo, 
reperendum at recall;
	 Sila ang nag-aayos ng mga hidwaan ng 
mga kandidato patungkol sa mga halalan, mga 
kinalabasan, at katangian ng lahat ng halal na mga 
pinunong pangrehiyon, panlalawigan, at panglung-
sod;  May control kung sino ang hinirang na pinu-
no, kinalabasan sa botohan,inspector sa halalan at 
pag rehistro ng mga botante.
	 Tagapagpatupad  din ng batas ng pama-
halaan kasama ng iba pang pangulo, iba pang 
sangay , kasundaluhan na naglalayong matiyak 
ang malaya, maayos, malinis, mapayapa at kapa-
ni-paniwalang halalan. Sila ang nagrerehistro ng 
mga Partido, koalisyon. Sa kanila hinaharap ang 
mga plata porma o programa ng pamahalaan, at 
kilalanin ang mga lingkod-bayan ng Komisyon sa 
Halalan;
	 May karapatan ding  sumiyasat ang 
COMELEC kung sino-sino ba ang mga kwalipi-
kadong botante at kung may mga sumbong o sa 
pagkukusa nito, magharap ng mga petisyon sa hu-
kuman ukol sa pagdarakip o pagwawaksi ng mga 
botante sa rehistro ng mga kwalipikadong botante.
	 Pati budget ng eleksyon, kung saan ga-
ganapin ang halalan, saan dapat ilagay ang mga 
propaganda ay kontrolado din nila. May karapatan 
na pigilin ang mga pandaraya at magkaroon ng 
kaparusahan ang ng mga ito ayun sa batas kabil-
ang na din ang mga pagkakasala at mga masasa-
mang gawain sa halalan. Hindi lamang yan may 
karapatan na mag-alis ng isang pinuno  o kawani 
na isinugo nito o pagpapataw ng anumang iba 
pang aksiyong disiplinaryo dahil sa paglabag sa 
batas.
	 Ngayong napapanahon na naman ang 
halalan o eleksyon, gamitin natin ang karapatan 
nating bumoto o pumili ng tama at karapat- dapat 
na pinuno o mamumuno sa ating lungsod, lalaw-
igan at bayan
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cause of complaints. How-
ever, she clarified that her 
intention is not to termi-
nate any employees, but 
rather to provide proper 
guidance to enhance pa-
tient care.
	 In addition to 
healthcare, Aragones 
has also expressed her 
commitment to offering 
scholarships to students 
in Laguna, regardless of 
their grades. She believes 
that education is a funda-

mental right and wants to 
ensure that no child is de-
prived of it, regardless of 
academic performance.
	 The tandem of 
Aragones and Perez is ex-
pected to raise the stakes 
in Laguna’s political arena, 
especially as they present 
new platforms to the vot-
ers. As the 2025 elections 
draw near, the public ea-
gerly awaits the outcome 
of their campaign efforts. 
(EDJUN MARIPOSQUE)

Aragones... From Page  1

Dan Fernandez and Gem Castillo Amante 
Launch Gubernatorial Bid with Promises 
of Healthcare Reforms
	 SANTA CRUZ, 
LAGUNA – Congressman 
Dan Fernandez of Sta. 
Rosa and Gem Castillo 
Amante, wife of San Pab-
lo City Mayor Vic Amante, 
have officially joined the 
race for Laguna’s top pro-
vincial posts. Filing their 
Certificates of Candidacy 
(COC) on October 6, the 
pair announced their plans 
to bring significant chang-
es to the province if elect-
ed, with a particular focus 
on healthcare and social 
services.
	 Fernandez, a 
first-term lawmaker under 
the National Unity Party 
(NUP), is campaigning for 
the governorship, while 
Amante is running for 
vice governor. Both have 
established reputations 
in Laguna, especially for 
their efforts in healthcare. 
Fernandez, who has built 
over 10 health centers in 
Santa Rosa City, aims to 
extend his healthcare ini-
tiatives across the prov-
ince, prioritizing reforms 
that will support healthcare 
workers and improve med-
ical facilities.
	 Gem Castillo 
Amante, known for her 
community work in San 
Pablo City, has partnered 
with her husband, May-
or Vic Amante, in leading 
various welfare projects, 
particularly aimed at un-
derprivileged families. 
Her candidacy for vice 
governor brings her local 
governance experience to 
the forefront, as she seeks 

to broaden her impact by 
focusing on health and so-
cial services across Lagu-
na.
	 The Dan-Gem 
ticket enters an increas-
ingly competitive race for 
Laguna’s top positions. 
Fernandez and Amante 
are up against several 
high-profile contenders, in-
cluding former 3rd District 
Representative Sol Ara-
gones of the Akay National 
Political Party, incumbent 
2nd District Represen-
tative Ruth Hernandez 
of Lakas-CMD, and Vice 
Governor Karen Agapay 
of the Partido Federal ng 
Pilipinas (PFP). Each of 
these candidates has their 
own strong support base, 
making this gubernatori-
al race one of the most 
closely watched in Lagu-
na.
	 Despite the tough 
competition, Fernandez 
and Amante are expected 
to draw significant backing 
from their respective con-
stituencies. Fernandez’s 
legislative achievements 
and Amante’s extensive 
community engagement 
have built them a solid 
reputation among voters, 
particularly in their focus 
on healthcare and welfare 
for senior citizens and per-
sons with disabilities.
	 As the campaign 
season progresses, the 
Dan-Gem team is poised 
to focus on their message 
of healthcare reform and 
public service. With their 
track record in improving 

health facilities and as-
sisting underserved com-
munities, their platform 
resonates with a province 
seeking responsive lead-
ership.
	 With Laguna’s 

future leadership at stake, 
the four-way contest will 
not only determine the 
province’s political direc-
tion but also influence the 
trajectory of its healthcare, 
social services, and overall 
governance in the years to 
come. (Edjun Mariposque)

Calamba City Celebrates 20-Year Milestone with 
Groundbreaking of Ayala Greenfield Interchange
	 In a long-awaited 
development, the Ayala 
Greenfield Interchange 
is set to become a reality 
in Calamba City after 20 
years of anticipation. The 
project, spearheaded by 
the local government un-
der Mayor Roseller “Ross” 
H. Rizal, is a collaboration 
between the Calamba City 
LGU, San Miguel Corpo-
ration (SMC), and Ayala 
Greenfield Development 
Corporation.
	 During the 
groundbreaking ceremo-
ny at the Ayala Greenfield 
Estates’ Spine Road, SMC 
Chief Operating Officer 
Ramon Ang highlighted 
the two-decade journey 
leading up to this momen-
tous event. The Calamba 
LGU, led by Mayor Rizal, 
successfully acquired the 
necessary land for the 
project’s route, paving the 
way for its implementation.
	 In his speech, 
Mayor Rizal emphasized 
the significance of the in-
terchange, stating, “This 
project is not just about 
addressing the volume of 
vehicles and visitors to our 
city; it opens up numerous 
opportunities for our res-
idents. It symbolizes a vi-
brant and bright future for 
the people of Calamba.”

	 The Ayala 
Greenfield Interchange is 
envisioned to improve traf-
fic flow and connectivity 
while promoting economic 
growth by making the city 
more business-friendly. 

Mayor Rizal also reaf-
firmed his administration’s 
commitment to embracing 
positive change for the 
benefit of every Calam-
beño.
	 As the city moves 

forward with this land-
mark project, the may-
or concluded with a call 
for unity, saying, “In our 
CalamBAGO, we contin-
ue to embrace change for 
the betterment of every 

Calambeño. Together, we 
shall rise and prosper in 
our dynamic city of Calam-
ba.”
	 The interchange 
marks a significant step 
towards realizing Calam-

ba City’s vision of prog-
ress and development, 
enhancing both infrastruc-
ture and the quality of life 
for its residents. (EDJUN 
MARIPOSQUE)(NELSON 
DIMAPILIS)

PBBM pinuri ng AGAP Party-list 
sa Anti-Agricultural Economic 

Sabotage Act
	 Ikinagalak ni Ag-
ricultural Sector Alliance 
of the Philippines (AGAP) 
Partylist Congressman Ni-
canor ‘Nikki’ Briones ang 
paglagda ni Pangulong 
Ferdinand ‘Bongbong’ 
Marcos, Jr. sa Republic 
Act 12022, o ang Anti-Ag-
ricultural Economic Sabo-
tage Act.
	 Pinasalamatan ni 
Briones ang pangulo sa-
bay sabi na isa lamang ito 
sa marami pang hakbang 
ng Marcos administration 
upang maseguro ang se-
guridad sa pagkain ng 
mga Pilipino at masupor-
tahan ang sektor ng agri-
kultura. 
	 Ayon sa kongre-
sista mula sa AGAP Par-
ty-list, nilalayon ng batas 
na puksain ang mga kri-
men at anumang uri ng 
pananamantala na siyang 
makakaapekto sa mga 
magsasaka gayundin sa 
buong industriya ng agri-
kultura. 
	 Ipinaliwanag din 

ni Briones na ang mga 
itinuturing na economic 
sabotage ay ang smug-
gling, hoarding, profiteer-
ing at cartel sa mga pro-
duktong agrikultural pati 
na ang pagpapakalat ng 
mga maling impormasyon 
tungkol sa lokal na pro-
dukto. 
	 Sinabi pa niya na 
ang sinumang lalabag sa 
batas na ito ay posibleng 
maharap sa pagkakaku-
long o multa ng higit pa sa 
halaga ng produktong gin-
amit sa krimen. 
	 Sa ilalim ng batas 
na iniakda at inisponsor 
ng AGAP Party-list rep-
resentative, nakatakdang 
bumuo ng Anti-Agricul-
tural Economic Sabotage 
Council na siyang pangu-
ngunahan mismo ng pan-
gulo katuwang ang mga 
kalihim ng agriculture, 
finance, transportation, 
trade and industry, interior 
and local government, jus-
tice at iba pang opisyal ng 

town hall, she said, adding 
that police personnel who 
rushed to the scene were 
also fired upon. Fortunate-
ly, no one was reported 
hurt on the side of the po-
lice.
	 “Hindi pa ito con-
sidered ERIs (election-re-
lated incidents) kasi wala 
pa tayo sa (because we 
are not yet in the) election 
period. The directive of our 
Chief PNP, Gen. Marbil, is 
to intensify police pres-
ence and border controls, 
as well as the conduct 
of strategic checkpoints, 
particularly those in areas 
where there are potential 
ERIs to prevent a repeat 
of these incidents, as well 
as possible violence,” Fa-
jardo said.

	 Army troops re-
minded: Stay non-partisan
	 The Philippine 
Army (PA) on Wednesday 
reminded all its personnel 
to remain non-partisan in 
the coming 2025 midterm 
elections.
	 “We also remind 
all our personnel to re-
main non-partisan in strict 
adherence to our con-
stitutional mandate,” PA 
spokesperson Col. Louie 
Dema-ala said in a state-
ment.
	 He added that 
the PA would maintain the 
highest standards of pro-
fessionalism, discipline, 
and integrity as it looks for-
ward to safe, orderly, and 
peaceful elections.

New DILG... From Page  1
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GESI sa pang-agrikulturang aktibidad, isinusulong ng 
DA-4A, RAFC

	 Isinusulong ng 
Department of Agriculture 
IV-CALABARZON (DA-
4A) at Regional Agricul-
ture and Fishery Council 
(RAFC) ang pagkakaroon 
ng Gender Equality at So-
cial inclusion (GESI) sa 
mga aktibidad at programa 
ng kagawaran sa isinaga-
wang sectoral meeting 
noong ika-30 ng Agosto sa 
Lipa City, Batangas.

	 Ang RAFC ay 
ang pamunuan ng mga 
kinatawan sa pribadong 
sektor ng agrikultura sa 
rehiyon na katuwang ng 
DA-4A sa pagpapaunlad 
ng industriya ng pagsasa-
ka.
	 Ibinahagi sa mga 
miyembro ng kumite ang 
kahalagahan ng pagka-
kapantay-pantay sa opor-
tunidad ng mamamayan 

o magsasaka sa kabila 
ng kasarian, edad, rehiy-
on, kultura, kapansanan 
o estado sa pamumuhay 
na maari nilang gamitin sa 
pagbuo ng mga resolusy-
ong makakatulong sa pag-
papalakas ng industriya.
	 Ayon kay G. Eu-
gene Puente, tagapagsal-
ita sa naturang pagpupu-

long, ang pagbibigay ng 
mga interbensyon sa mga 
magsasaka ay kinakail-
angan nang pagkakapan-
tay-pantay na pagtrato. 
Aniya, sa pamamahagi 
ng ayuda, kinakailangan 
ikonsidera ang kanilang 
mga pangangailangan at 
hindi sa itsura o estado ng 
kanilang pamumuhay. PR
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Pointer
HUDYAT NA NAMAN NG 
MAHUSAY NA PAGPILI

	 Nagsimula Oktubre 1 ang pagsusu-
mite ng mga kandidatong may puntirya sa 
posisyong  lokal , probinsyal at mambabatas 
ng bansa.
	 Hindi pa man sumasapit ang buwan 
ng Oktubre marami na ang pumupustura. 
May mga nag-iikot sa iba’t ibang barangay , 
bayan , probinsya para magpakilala, meron 
din namang mga dumadalo sa mga pagtiti-
pon para dumulog ng suporta, gayundin ang 
mga namumuhunan sa paraan ng pera at 
ayuda.
	 Hindi rin naman nagpapaiwan ang 
mga trapong diskarte ay paninira sa kapwa 
kandidato, ang mga politikong magaling lang 
mangako at iyong pupuntahan ka lang dahil 
kailangan ang boto.
	 Lahat ‘yan hindi na bago sa pub-
likong kadalasan ginogoyo at kalaunan na-
kalilimutan ‘pag nakaupo na sa pwesto.
	 Sa nalalapit na halalan, sana naman 
meron na tayong natutunan at gising sa ka-
totohanan. Marami sa mga kandidato’y nag-
babait-baitan. Meron din namang akala mo’y 
henyo sa pagpapalakad ng pamahalaan.
	 Ang hindi alam ng taong bayan ay 
mas  masaklap, mas mataas ang antas ng 
siraan sa lokal na halalan, palibhasa mag-
kakalugar at magkakakilala. May mga pag-
kakataong pami-pamilya nagkakagalit dahil 
hindi magkatugma kanilang kursunadang 
kandidato.
	 Pagkaminsan ay hindi nawawala 
ang walang saysay na karahasan sa mala-
layong lalawigan.
	 Sa ganitong pangyayari kung  
Comelec lang ang aasahan, malabong 
mangyari ‘yan. Pero kung kalakip ang ating 
wastong kamalayan, lahat ng ‘yan maii-
wasan. Dapat marahil ipaalala sa sam-
bayanan, higit na malakas ang tinig ng 
nagkakaisang mamamayan. Iwaksi ang kai-
sipang wala kang magagawa dahil isa lang 
ang boto mo.
	 Dapat ay may kaalaman ang tao sa 
paano nga ba ang tamang pagkilatis ng mga 
kandidato?
	 Hindi lang puro porma. Ang  mahal-
agang may plataporma. Kung walang plano, 
wala pang plataporma de gobyerno, bakit 
mo iboboto? 
 Dapat batid mo ang kanilang tunay na pag-
katao. Malaking bentahe ang mayroon nang 
nagawa, walang kwenta kung puro dada at 
patutsada.
	 Dapat din ay subok ang kakayahan. 
Hindi sapat ang maingay lang. Dapat may 
paninindigan. Hindi pamantayan ng pagboto 
ang kasikatan. Dapat ‘yung ‘busilak ang ka-
looban. Hindi angkop ang puro ayuda. Dapat 
kabuhayan edukasyon ang pangunahing 
programa.

Pau Dela Cruz
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PIA Calabarzon... From Page  1

	 CALAMBA CITY, 
Laguna (PIA) -- The Phil-
ippine Information Agency 
(PIA) IV-A has formally 
launched its grassroots 
communications program, 
which aims to communi-
cate the various programs 
and services of the gov-
ernment directly to the 
barangays and members 
of different sectors and or-
ganizations.
 	 Entitled ‘Bagong 
Calabarzon Barangay Fo-
rum’, it is in line with the 
Bagong Pilipinas cam-
paign of President Ferdi-
nand R. Marcos Jr., which 
serves as the national 
government’s branding 
and communications strat-
egy.
 	 During the inau-
gural program held in Ba-
rangay Palingon, Calamba 
City, Laguna on February 
29, PIA Calabarzon Dep-
uty Regional Head Fred-
moore Cavan said that the 
forum intends to get the 
suggestions, views, and 
attitudes of different sec-
tors towards the national 
government, which the 
PIA conveys to appropri-
ate government agencies.
 	 “Bagong Cala-
barzon Barangay Forum 
aims to inform and explain 
the programs, projects 
and also the services of 
the national and local gov-
ernments as we take the 
path towards the Bagong 
Pilipinas” Cavan said in 
his message.
 	 The Laguna Lake 
Development Authority 
(LLDA) served as the first 
special guest of the forum, 
wherein they presented 

LLDA Department Manager III for Management Ser-
vices Department Catherine Buena extended the 
agency’s gratitude to PIA CALABARZON for its 
initiative to conduct a barangay forum which gave 
them the opportunity to communicate with Calam-
ba-based fisherfolks their programs and services for 

the sector. (Anna Mole/PIA-4A)

Fisherfolks who attended the forum expressed ap-
preciation to the program for giving them a direct 
platform to engage with decision-makers and share 
their perspectives on important issues affecting 
their sector, fostering meaningful dialogue and driv-
ing positive change at the local level. (Anna Mole/

PIA-4A)

the agency’s projects and 
initiatives aimed at the 
development of fisher-
folk communities around 
Laguna de Bay and the 
conservation efforts being 
done for the largest fresh-
water lake in the country.
 	 Fisherfolks from 
10 lakeshore barangays 
in Calamba City were also 
invited to witness the pro-
gram and inquire about 
LLDA’s services for their 
sector.
 	 Catherine Bue-
na, LLDA’s Department 
Manager III for Man-
agement Services De-
partment extended the 
agency’s gratitude to PIA 
CALABARZON for its ini-
tiative to conduct a baran-
gay forum.
 	 “This PIA project 
is really good for LLDA 
to share our programs 
and projects. This is our 
chance to inform the pub-
lic about the numerous 
projects we are working 
on that our barangay col-
leagues under Laguna 
Lake Development Au-
thority are currently un-
aware of,” she said.
	 Among the re-
cent programs men-
tioned by the LLDA is the 
100-hectare floating solar 
farm to be installed in Ba-
rangay Looc in Calamba 
City which will provide en-
ergy to surrounding com-
munities as the country 
faces pressure to transi-
tion away from fossil fuels, 
after they have concluded 
that it will have little to no 
significant effect on the 
lake. 
 	 Barangay Ling-

ga Fisheries and Aquatic 
Resource Management 
Council (FARMC) Chair-
man Nexter Talatala ex-
pressed appreciation for 
the initiative, which en-
abled them to engage 
with decision-makers and 
share their perspectives 
on important issues af-
fecting their livelihood, 
fostering meaningful dia-
logue and driving positive 
change at the local level.
 	 Talatala also 
pledged his support to the 
initiatives of the national 
and local government for 
the fishing industry.
 	 “To the Philippine 
Information Agency, thank 
you for your support and 
care for the fishermen. 
Thank you for your contin-
uous support to us. On be-
half of FARMC, we thank 
you and will continue to 
support all the programs 
that LLDA will carry out” he 
said.
	 The city govern-
ment of Calamba, through 
the office of the City Mayor 
and City Agricultural Ser-
vices Department, and 
the office of Calamba City 
Lone District Represen-

tative Charisse Anne Her-
nandez-Alcantara, were 
also present at the event to 
obtain issues that may be 
used in formulating local 
programs for the fisheries 
sector.
 	 Ryan Ercia, rep-
resentative of Calamba 
City mayor Roseller Rizal 
highlights the importance 
of organizing the forum. 
 	 “This forum is a 
good avenue for the fisher-
men so that they will know 
the appropriate answers to 
their questions, especially 
the fishing sector, that is 
why the Philippine Infor-
mation Agency is bringing 
this program to the baran-
gay level,” Ercia said.
 	 The Bagong Cal-
abarzon Barangay Forum 
will be rolled-out in all five 
provinces in Calabarzon in 
a bimonthly manner, with 
the intent of discussing 
timely and relevant local 
issues that need mean-
ingful dialogue, dismissing 
disinformation, and formu-
lating positive change and 
eventual solutions from 
concerned government 
agencies. (AM,CH/PIA-
4A)

Congresswoman Ruth Hernandez to Continue
‘Serbisyong Tama’ Legacy as She Files for La-
guna Governorship, Gov. Ramil Hernandez 
Seeks Congressional Seat
	 In a political de-
velopment for Laguna, 
Congresswoman Ruth 
Mariano Hernandez has 
filed her candidacy for 
governor, vowing to up-
hold and continue the 
“Serbisyong Tama” legacy 
of her husband, outgoing 
Governor Ramil Hernan-
dez. This comes as Gov-
ernor Hernandez, con-
cluding his third and final 
term, announced his bid 
to represent the second 
district of Laguna in Con-
gress.
	 Congresswom-
an Ruth Hernandez ex-
pressed her dedication 
to maintaining the high 
standards of governance 
initiated by her husband. 
“Ipagpapatuloy ko ang 
serbisyong tama na sin-
imulan ni Governor Ra-
mil. Ang serbisyong ito 
ay hindi lamang para sa 
kasalukuyan, kundi para 

sa kinabukasan ng bawat 
Lagunense,” she affirmed, 
committing to carry on 
their joint mission of im-
proving the lives of the 
people of Laguna.
	 Gov. Ramil Her-
nandez, in his own state-
ment, expressed gratitude 
to the people of Laguna 
for their continuous sup-
port over his nine years in 
office. While preparing for 
his run as Congressman, 

he assured the public that 
his dedication to service 
remains steadfast. “Bag-
amat ito ay hudyat na ng 
pulitika, patuloy pa rin ang 
aming pagtatrabaho ng 
may buong sipag at mala-
sakit,” he said.
	 Both Ruth and 
Ramil Hernandez em-
phasized that their “Ser-
bisyong Tama” brand of 
governance—centered 
on integrity, transparency, 

and public welfare—will 
continue to guide their 
leadership. As Laguna 
enters a new chapter, the 
couple remains committed 
to furthering the progress 
and development of the 
province.
	 The political 
transition within the Her-
nandez family signals a 
unified effort to sustain the 
programs that have ben-
efitted the province and 
ensure Laguna’s bright fu-
ture. (Edjun Mariposque)

MULING PINULONG KO 
ANG CITY DEVELOPMENT 

COUNCIL

	 Pinangunahan 
natin ang City Devel-
opment Council meet-
ing upang masiguro 
na ang mga plano at 
programang pangkaun-
laran ng Calamba ay 
nasa tamang landas. 
Kasama ang ating mga 
department heads, ang 
mga punong baran-
gay, at ang ating mga 
Non-Government Orga-
nization, pinag-usapan 
namin ang Annual In-
vestment Plan, Gender 
and Development Plan, 
Disaster Risk Reduc-
tion and Management 
Plan, at mga inisyati-

ba para sa kaligtasan 
at kapakanan ng ating 
mga kabataan, senior 
citizens, at persons with 
disabilities.
	 Bilang Mayor, 
patuloy kong sisigu-
raduhin na ang bawat 
hakbang ay nagdadala 
ng tunay na pagbaba-
go at progreso sa ating 
mahal na lungsod. Sa 
ilalim ng Ramdam na 
Reporma, sama-sa-
ma nating itutulak ang 
mas matatag, mas lig-
tas, at mas maunlad na 
Calamba para sa bawat 
Calambeño!
	 (Nelson Di-
mapilis COG)

New DILG chief to shut down POGOs ‘one by one’

	 MANILA – De-
partment of the Interior 
and Local Government 
(DILG) Secretary Jonvic 
Remulla on Wednesday 
vowed to shut down all 
Philippine Offshore Gam-
ing Operator (POGO) 
hubs in the country.
	 “As far as I am 
concerned, I will get all 
the list of POGOs and I 
will personally lock them 
down, one by one, per-
sonally, lahat sila (all of 
them),” Remulla said after 
assuming his new post as 
DILG chief in turnover rites 
in Quezon City.
	 He said he has 
already talked to the of-
ficials of the POGO hub 
operating in Island Cove 

in Kawit, Cavite, a resort 
property previously owned 
by his family.
	 “They will close 
down Dec. 15 for good,” 
he added.
	 Remulla, mean-
while, said all officials of 
the DILG would remain in 
their posts for now.
	 “The instructions 
of President (Ferdinand 
R.) Marcos (Jr.) are very 
clear. One is the recom-
mended structural reforms 
for the various agencies 
under the DILG. Next is 
the increased responsive-
ness of the local govern-
ments (and) last is the 
safety and security of the 
candidates and the public 
for the 2025 elections,” he 

said.
	 Remulla said he 
wants to ensure “zero ca-
sualty” for next year’s mid-
term elections.
	 The former 
Cavite governor recalled 
some measures he imple-
mented to ensure peace 
and order in past elections 
in Cavite.
	 “What I did was 
each and every candidate 
for mayor (was) always 
accompanied by (a) mo-
bile patrol vehicle,” he 
said, clarifying that the po-
lice officers did not serve 
as bodyguards of these 
candidates.
	 “Maybe we can 
do (the) same but I don’t 
know if mobility is possi-
ble. But we will enlist the 
help of all agencies of 
government to make the 
elections as peaceful as 
possible.”
	 At least 16 peo-
ple died during the entire 
election period in the 2022 
elections.
	 Remulla, mean-
while, said they are looking 
at areas in the Bangsam-
oro Autonomous Region in 

Muslim Mindanao, Cagay-
an, Nueva Ecija, and Pal-
awan as hotspots for next 
year’s midterm polls.
	 “Those are pre-
mature, just off-the-cuff 
assessments. We will get 
into a definite list in the 
next few weeks because 
filing (of certificates of can-
didacy or COCs) ended 
just yesterday (Tuesday). 
We will give a definite list 
afterwards,” he said.
	 In a separate 
press briefing held in 
Camp Crame, Philippine 
National Police (PNP) 
spokesperson Brig. Gen. 
Jean Fajardo said the fil-
ing of COCs was gener-
ally peaceful, except for a 
shooting incident in Shariff 
Aguak town in Maguindan-
ao del Sur on Tuesday.
	 The incident, be-
tween supporters of may-
oral candidates, led to the 
death of one person and 
wounding of five others, 
Fajardo said.
	 The PNP is con-
ducting a thorough inves-
tigation of the incident, 
which occurred near the 

cont. on page 7

concerned agencies. 
	 Binigyang-diin ng mambabatas na magkaka-
roon ng special team of prosecutors sa buong bansa 
para mapabilis ang resolusyon ng mga kasong may 
kaugnayan sa agricultural sabotage.
	 Dagdag pa niya na hindi lang puntirya ng 
nasabing batas ang mga mastermind kung hindi lahat 
ng kasabwat, kabilang ang mga broker, empleyado ng 
gobyerno may ari ng warehouse, cold storage at truck-
ers ay mananagot  at kakasuhan din. 
	 (Nelson Dimapilis)
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Mayor Roseller “Ross” Rizal Files COC 
for 2025 Calamba City Mayoral Election

	 Calamba City, 
Laguna – In a resounding 
display of leadership and 
dedication, Mayor Roseller 
“Ross” Rizal has official-
ly filed his Certificate of 
Candidacy (COC) for the 
upcoming 2025 mayor-
al elections in Calamba 
City. Standing on the foun-
dation of his three-year 
term, Mayor Ross reflect-
ed on the strides made 
by his administration and 
the unwavering support 
of Calambeños in driving 
progress and change.
	 “Three years 
have passed since we 

heard the collective cry 
of every Calambeño—
together, we changed 
the course of our city,” 
said Mayor Ross. “What 
seemed impossible, we 
made possible through 
unity and determination.”
	 Under his lead-
ership, Mayor Ross em-
phasized his commitment 
to a governance that pri-
oritizes the people above 
any vested interests. He 
proudly noted how Calam-
ba’s citizens turned away 
from the old system and 
embraced the hope of 
a brighter tomorrow. He 

urged everyone to take in-
spiration from the past, not 
to return to its darkest mo-
ments, but to be reminded 
of the strength and capa-
bility of the city.
	 “As we move to-
wards 2025, we carry with 
us the lessons and victo-
ries of the past. Togeth-
er with Vice Mayor Totie, 
Congresswoman Cha, 
and the entire Calamba-
go team, we will contin-
ue the progress we have 
started—real progress, 
a change that everyone 
feels,” Mayor Ross de-
clared.

	 In his heartfelt 
message, he called on 
all Calambeños to con-
tinue building the future 
of Calamba through unity 
and action, urging that no 
one give up or lose hope. 
“Together, we will push for 
a Calamba that is more 
prosperous, more hu-
mane, and more worthy of 
pride. Calamba… GO!”
	 With his candi-
dacy, Mayor Ross aims to 
secure another term to fur-
ther his vision of a city that 
thrives through inclusivity, 
compassion, and innova-
tion. (Edjun Mariposque)

	 Cabuyao, Lagu-
na – On October 8, 2024, 
the final day for filing Cer-
tificates of Candidacy 
(COC), Atty. Leif Opiña of-
ficially submitted his bid to 
run for mayor of Cabuyao. 
The filing was marked by 
a mass held at San Bar-
tolome Church in Baran-
gay Marinig, attended by 
close friends, family, and 

members of the Opiña-Ge-
colea team.
	 In his emotional 
speech, Atty. Opiña re-
flected on the struggles 
he endured as vice mayor 
under the current adminis-
tration. He recounted fac-
ing budget cuts and a lack 
of recognition from council 
members, but said these 
experiences strengthened 
his resolve to push for 
genuine change in the city.
	 Atty. Opiña 
pledged to restore vibran-
cy to Cabuyao, starting 
with the reopening of the 
CI Tech educational in-
stitution. He also vowed 
to eliminate tuition fees 
for students attending 
Pamantasan ng Cabuyao, 
aiming to make higher ed-
ucation more accessible to 
the city’s youth.
	 Another key 
promise from Opiña is 
the expansion of the city’s 
scholarship program. He 
emphasized the need to 

Atty. Leif Opiña Files Candidacy for Cabuyao Mayor, Vows to 
Revitalize City Services

increase opportunities for 
deserving students, en-
suring that more young 
Cabuyeños have access 
to quality education and a 
brighter future.
	 Healthcare is 
another cornerstone of 
Opiña’s platform. He high-
lighted his plan to reopen 
the long-delayed Cabuyao 
Hospital and ensure that 
local pharmacies are well-
stocked with essential 
medicines for the sick and 
elderly.
	 Additionally, he 
expressed his intent to 
resume the operations of 
the city’s unfinished dial-
ysis center, which would 

provide vital care to resi-
dents suffering from kid-
ney-related illnesses. 
This, he said, would be a 
significant step towards 
improving the city’s health 
services.
	 Former Mayor 
Atty. Rommel Gecolea, 
who is running for vice 
mayor alongside Opiña, 
voiced his strong support. 
Gecolea shared his com-
mitment to continuing his 
legacy of service, focusing 
on two principles: “com-
passion” for the needy and 
“conscience” in fulfilling 
the city’s obligations to 
its people. (Edjun Mari-
posque)(Nelson Dimapilis)

PAPA P FILES CERTIFICATE 
OF CANDIDACY.

	 Pormal nang nagpasa ng Certificate of Candi-
dacy si Papa P para sa kanyang laban sa Konseho sa 
2025 Elections. Kasama siya sa Ticket ng Team Calam-
Bago sa pangunguna ni Dugong Bayani - Mayor Ross 
Rizal, Cong. CHA Hernandez, at Vice Mayor Angelito 
“Totie” Lazaro Jr. 
	 “Ang laban ko, ay laban niyo rin. At ang panalo 
ko, ay panalo ng buong Calambeño” (Nelson Dimapilis)

	 Laguna, Philip-
pines – October 7, 2024 
— Vice Governor Karen 
Agapay officially filed her 
Certificate of Candidacy 
(COC) for the 2025 gu-
bernatorial race, seeking 
to become the governor 
in Laguna. Agapay, who 
completed three consecu-
tive terms as Vice Gover-
nor—the first to do so in 
Laguna’s history—made 
the announcement during 
a modest yet joyful gath-
ering despite the rainy 
weather.
	 Running under 
the Partido Federal ng 
Pilipinas (PFP), Agapay 
is partnering with Loren-
zo “Boy” Zuñiga Jr. as her 
candidate for Vice Gover-
nor. The tandem is gearing 
up for the upcoming 2025 
elections with a platform 
focused on sustainable 
development, public wel-
fare, and inclusive gover-
nance.
	 “ M a r a m i n g 
salamat po sa lahat ng na-
kibahagi sa aming simple 
ngunit masaya, bagamat 
umuulan, na Filing ng 
Candidacy for Governor at 
Lorenzo Boy Zuñiga Jr. bil-
ang Vice Governor. Eto na 
po ang simula ng bagong 
chapter ng ating buhay. 
May the good Lord, guide 
us all,” Agapay shared on 
social media, expressing 
gratitude for the support 
and enthusiasm of her fol-
lowers.

GAGAWIN NG MAY PAGMAMAHAL 
NA NAGMUMULA SA PUSO,
MAYOR ERIC SULIBIT
	 Ito ang ilan sa 
binitiwang mensahe ni 
Hon.Ericson Sulibit ng liliw 
Laguna.Matapos magsu-
mute ito ng kanyang Cer-
tificate of Candidacy bil-
ang Alkalde sa tangapan 
ng Commission on Elec-
tion sa kanilang bayan. 
	 Ayon Kay Sulib-
it hindi siya bulag upang 
hindi makita ang maganda 
at hindi magandang nang-
yayari sa bayan. At lalong 
hndi siya bingi upang hin-
di marinig ang hinaing at 
iyak ng kanyang mga ka-
babayan.
	 Kaya sa pagka-
kataon ito ang commitment 
ni Sulibit ay hindi lamang 
sa isang pulitiko. Bagkus 
ang kanyang commitment 
ay para sa kanyang kaba-
bayan .Na nagnanais iba-
lik ang sigla, saya at tunay 
na pagmamahal na may 
kasamang pagkalinga na 
tunay na mararamdaman 
ng mga liliweño 
	 Dagdag pa ni 
Sulibit wala sa kanyang 

Vice Governor Atty. Karen Agapay 
Announces Gubernatorial
Candidacy Amid Rainy
Celebration

	 Known as the 
Abogada ng Masa and 
KaAgapay ng Laguna, 
Agapay has built a reputa-
tion for her public service, 
particularly her advocacy 
for the marginalized and 
her dedication to improv-
ing local governance. She 
aims to bring her experi-
ence and passion into the 
governorship, pledging to 
continue working towards 
the welfare and progress 
of Laguna residents.
	 With her slogan 
“KaAgapay sa Tagumpay,” 
Agapay’s gubernatorial 
run signals a fresh chapter 
not only for her political ca-
reer but also for the prov-
ince of Laguna as it faces 
crucial decisions in the up-
coming 2025 elections.
	 The province, 

long considered a politi-
cal and economic hub in 
Southern Luzon, awaits 
with anticipation as Aga-
pay looks to make history 
once again—this time, as 
Governor. (Edjun Mari-
posque)

nagpa-atras o pumigil na 
tumakbong bilang May-
or . Mayroon lamang sa 
kanilang namagitan upa-
ng magsama sa iisang 
hangarin at magsama sa 
isang partido. Pero inulit 

nito na ang kanyang han-
garin ay para lamang sa 
kanyang bayan . Kasama 
niyang manunungkulan si 
Grajon Obico bilang ikala-
wang Punumbayan. (Kev-
in Pamatmat)

81 ib, sumailalim sa SWEEP Training

	 Ang mga Kasundaluhan ng 81st Infantry Bat-
talion “Charlie Company” ay sumailalim sa isinagawang 
Sustain Warfighting Enhancment and Evaluation Pro-
gram o SWEEP na isinagawa sa himplilan ng 81IB sa 
Brgy. F. Simeon, Ragay, Camarines Sur mula ika-25 ng 

June hanggang ika-7  ng 
October taong 2024.
	 Sa isinagawang 
training, sinanay ang mga 
pinuno ng maliliit na yunit 
sa pagbibigay ng ma-
bisang kautosan at control 
sa kanilang grupo. Gayun-
din, sinanay ang lakas ng 
pangangatawan, talas at 
tatag ng isipan ng bawat 
isa para sa epektibong 
pagsasagawa ng kanilang 
misyon.
	 Sa huling par-
te ng pagsasanay, su-
mailalim ang lahat ng 
kalahok sa evaluation o 
pagsusuri ng kanilang 

mga natutunan na isinaga-
wa ng mga kasundaluhan 
mula sa 2nd Infantry Divi-
sion katuwang ang  201st 
Infantry Brigade.
	 A 9-man team 
led by SSg Ryan Kee 
Llamasares earned the 
prestigious “Top Gun” title 
during the Marksmanship 
Trainers and Evaluators 
Training held from August 
5-22 at the Training Com-
mand in Camp O’Donnell, 
Capas, Tarlac.
	 Meanwhile, an-
other 9-man 2ID team led 
by 2nd Lt. Rhyll Romerosa 
secured 2nd place in the 

Katihan Patrol Competi-
tion held from September 
25-30 at the First Scout 
Ranger Regiment, Camp 
Tecson, San Miguel, Bula-
can.
	 Assisted by the 
2ID Assistant Division 
Commander Brig. Gen. Er-

win Alea, 2ID Commander 
Brig. Gen. Cerilo Balaoro 
Jr. conferred a plaque of 
recognition to the partici-
pants for their outstanding 
achievements.
	 In his speech, 
Brig. Gen. Balaoro Jr. 
commended the awardees 
for their remarkable perfor-
mance, emphasizing that 
their milestones reflect the 
entire division’s discipline, 
skill, and commitment. 
	 He also urged 
all Jungle Fighters to take 
inspiration from their com-
rades’ success and contin-
ue striving for excellence 
in every mission, remind-
ing them that such victo-
ries contribute to the over-
all strength and readiness 
of the 2ID.
	 (Nelson Dimapi-
lis)


